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No natural gas company can be popular when the 
weather is cold and line pressure goes: off corres- 
pondingly. 





Every geologist is popular till his information is 
not verified by the drill, and then the people say 
things about him that would not look well in print. 





Detective W. J. Burns was fined $100 the other 
day for prying into private papers. He said he 
detected evidences of prejudice in the ruling of 
the court. 





The fact that all bills looking to the opening of 
Osage lands have been referred to the Secretary of 
the Interior demonstrates that Mr. Lane is still the 
man to be reckoned with in that direction. 





Whatever the correspondents may say about the 
destruction of the oil industry in Mexico, it will be 
observed that some people are still getting some 
oil out of the country to the south of the Rio Grande. 





Whatever pain and loneliness the legislative re- 
formers may suffer during the lean years, they are 
certainly in their glory during the 90 days’ winter 
time when the general assemblies are in session. 





Newspapers tell that Baby Vance has won mil- 
lions in court. The Vance millions are a good deal 
like some other fortunes which oil-country corres- 
pondents write about so glibly. ‘There never was 
no such animal.” 





Drilling contractors are determined that all the 
advances in price shall not be made by the fac- 
tories. At a meeting at Bradford, Pa., a week ago 
material raises were made in all of the districts 
round about that place. 





Now that the President has joined hands with the 
conservation forces in the matter of the segregation 
of oil lands on the Pacific Coast, the advocates of 
the passage of the Phelan bill are going to have a 
harder time than ever. 





The fact that just an ordinary doctor has been 
made a rear admiral in the navy is indication that 
perhaps a pill box for a president is a stronger 
argument for advancement than a certificate of 
graduation from Annapolis. 





_ Now it is asserted that the Mexican oil business 
1s threatened by the German commerce raider, and 
this is given as another reason why President Wil- 
Son should put a stop to such things. Just how the 
interference will occur is not stated. 





Apparently is never occurs to the mind of the 
average legislator in oil-producing States that all 
of the owners of real estate around the latest oil 
pool have also got rich and that they might be 
made to contribute some more to the State treasury. 





In Walker County, Alabama, where the discovery 
well is being drilled, and on which a great deal de- 
pends, severe winter weather has interfered with 
work, and the chances now are that the deep sand 
will not be reached for some time, if at all. 





In Iowa, some citizens put up money to drill a 
well on the information of the State Geologist and 
then abused the geologist because they got a dry 
hole. If every prospect located by a geologist was 
an oil well, all the fun would go out of the wildcat 
business. 





Judging from the various expressions attributed 
to H. L. Doherty, of New York, head of the “Doh- 
erty interests,” he is not yet quite sure whether he 
has purchased a controlling interest in the Kansas 
Natural Gas Company or only a controlling interest 
in the litigation affecting the status of the gas com- 
pany. 





They are paying considerable attention to casing- 
head gasoline in California now and have one plant 
which has a daily output of 20,000 gallons. Next to 
Oklahoma, West Virginia and Pennsylvania, the 
producers of California were the first to take hold 
of the casinghead gas proposition and carry it right 
along. 





Apparently, the Oklahoma Corporation Commis- 
sion has won the first round in its effort to wrest 
jurisdiction over the oil and gas industry from State 
Mine Inspector Boyle. Still, the Corporation Com- 
mission has apparently had the best of it several 
times before, but when the returns were all in, the 
Inspector was found to have the best hand. 





Official reports are to the effect that, in the Mid- 
Continent field alone the program for pipe-line lay- 
ing during the present year calls for more than 
5 miles a day, and this of main trunk-line pipe. 
This means the greatest pipe-line year in the his- 
tory of the industry and the investment of more 
than $12,000,000 in transportation facilities alone. 





If some of the papers which are most loudly com: 
plaining against the injustice of the gross produc- 
tion tax and other oil taxes will read the advertise- 
ments of the get-rich-quick concerns in various 
parts of their own papers, perhaps they will dis- 
cover where members of the Legislature get such 
exaggerated ideas of the profits in the oil business 





Those Kansas legislators who are thoroughly of 
the opinion that there ought to be some sort of 
gross production tax have finally decided that 3 
cents a barrel at the well is about the right figure 
and have introduced a bill providing for the collec- 
tion of that price. It is predicted that the bill will 
be struck by a frost before it gets out of the com- 
mittee. 





An Ohio paper asks how oil can be scarce when 
the experts of the United States Bureau of Mines 
figures there will be enough to last for 128 years at 
the present rate of consumption. If the Ohio paper 
would find some way of getting it all out of the 
ground at once, or enough out of the ground at once 
to supply present demands, it would answer its own 
question. 





Producers in Kansas are organizing “for social 
and benevolent purposes.” This is a very worthy 
object and the association should be encouraged. 
It is unfortunate that producers in the Mid-Conti- 
nent field have never been able to organize an as- 
sociation which would stick together. Three or 
four such efforts gave abundant promise of success, 
but they all faded away when the immediate neces- 
sity for their existence disappeared. 





WEEKLY REVIEW OF THE FIELDS. 





During the week ending January 27, interest in 
wildcat territory in the various fields was main- 
tained and many wells above the average in size 
were reported in defined pools. Lack of water seri- 
ously hindered operators in the Mid-Continent field. 
The largest well completed in Oklahoma was re- 
ported at 2,400 bbls. It is located in the Shamrock 
pool, south of Cushing. In Kay County, Oklahoma, 
a well in Section 6-28-1 east showed for 300 barrels 
at four feet in the deep sand. The wildcat well at 
Billings had not been drilled in. It is variously esti- 
mated from 200 to 500 barrels and is considered the 
most important test in the State. Prices as high 
as $1,000 an acre have been paid for surrounding 
acreage. A lease recently sold to the Okmulgee 
Producing & Refining Company, in Okmulgee Coun- 
ty, furnished one 180-barrel well. In the Bald Hill 
pool, a well in Section 2-15-14, offsetting the dis- 
covery well in that locality, proved a failure. 

At Potwin, Butler County, Kansas, the Wallace & 
Mason well was drilled deeper. Its production is 
still an uncertainty, but conservative estimates 
place it at 75 barrels daily. A 300-barrel well com- 
pleted in Section 4-26-5, near El Dorado, attracted 
considerable attention. In the Augusta pool, two 
300-barrel wells and one gauging 350 barrels were 
completed. Drilling in this pool is very active. 

Three wells in the Electra pool of the Texas Pan- 
handle field were drilled to a deeper sand and re- 
sponded handsomely. Their initial production was 
500, 150 and 150 barrels, respectively. There is no 
slackening of the leasing campaign in Archer Coun- 
ty. Panther No. 1, the discovery well, is pumping 
20 barrels. No. 2 is producing 120 barrels, and the 
Sixty-six Oil Company’s test is making 80 barrels 
daily. Owners of acreage in the vicinity of these 
wells are hurrying to start drilling. 

Goose Creek supplied the most important com- 
pletions in the Gulf Coast field. One was credited 
with 3,000 barrels and another was a 500-barrel 
well. In the Edgerly pool, a 1,000-barrel producer 
was completed, and eight miles north of Corpus 
Christi a 10,000,000-foot gasser was reported. The 
Hardin well, in the Sour Lake pool, which came in 
flowing at the rate of 20,000 barrels daily, choked 
up with sand and ceased spouting. A new screen 
will be set. 

Indications of a revival in drilling are apparent 
in the-Northern Louisiana field. A 75-barrel well 
was the best of the five pumping wells completed 
in Caddo Parish. A 30-barrel well located three 
miles south of Gusher Bend indicates an extension 
to the Red River field. A good shallow-sand well 
in the eastern end of the Elm Grove pool, Bossier 
Parish, has started considerable drilling in that ter- 
ritory. South of Shreveport, a 20,000,000-foot gasser 
was completed. 

Cold weather and high water interfered with op- 
erations in the Eastern fields. The best completion 
was a 50-barrel well on Cabin Creek, Kanawha 
County, W. Va. Up to the present time the Colum- 
bus Producing Company has completed 40 wells 
in this district without finding a failure. Shooting 
the wells in the Dent’s Run pool, Mannington dis- 
trict, is meeting with satisfactory results. 

Among the completions in Estill County, Ken- 
tucky, was a 150-barrel well at the shallow depth of 
86 feet. Wells in this portion of the Station Camp 
pool are drilled in 48 hours. Other completions in 
deeper sands included wells ranging in production 
from 10 to 100 barrels. A 2,000,000-foot gasser was 
reported in the eastern part of Carter County. Pu- 
laski County is now looked on favorably by pros- 
pectors and drilling will probably start there in 
the spring. 





MID-CONTINENT PRODUCTION. 





The apparent, estimated production of the fields 
of the Mid-Continent at the close of the past week 
was as follows: Caddo, 27,490 barrels; Electra, 
25,750 barrels; Corsicana light and Thrall, 1,000 
barrels; Kansas, 68,000 barrels; Oklahoma, outside 
of Cushing, Healdton and Shamrock, 118,500 bar- 
rels; Cushing and Shamrock, 84,850 barrels; Heald- 
ton, 58,000 barrels; total, 383,590 barrels. 

The estimated daily production of heavy-gravity 
oil in the Gulf Coast field was 64,350 barrels; Corsi- 
cana heavy, 500 barrels. 
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INVERTED TAX ARGUMENTS. 





Misguided friends of the Oklahoma oil industry 
and some well-meaning but mistaken producers 
have been making arguments against the 3% gross 
production tax at Oklahoma City, which are utterly 
unworthy the importance of the subject under dis- 
cussion and wholly illogical and reactionary in 
tendency. It has been freely stated that the im- 
position of the 3% tax has “driven investment” 
from Oklahoma, that “it is sending all of the refin- 
eries to Kansas,” that it “has absolutely demoral- 
ized the development of the oil industry in Okla- 
homa and if persisted in will eventually drive all 
oil men elsewhere.” 

It might be said right here that these are the 
stock arguments of every opponent of every tax 
which has been proposed and they will probably 
continue to be voiced just as loudly when the last 
legislative body shall assemble on this earth. The 
fact that they retard instead of speed the work of 
reaching common ground of agreement and com- 
promise, the fact that they are entirely fallacious 
and temporary in application if they have any ap- 
plication at all, seems not to occur to the very es- 
timable gentlemen who stand sponsor for them and 
utter them on every corner at the State capital. 

That the 3% gross production tax is vicious and 
confiscatory, essentially so, is too patent to admit 
of dispute or negation, but it is vicious and it is 
confiscatory and it is damnable legislation on far 
more wholesome and sane grounds than the mere 
transitory effect on oil investments or on the state 
of mind of the investor. The 3% tax on oil produc- 
tion would be a vicious and a confiscatory tax if it 
were levied on the gross production of wheat or 
eotton or corn or any other commodity which en- 
ters into commerce and for precisely the same rea- 
son that it is vicious and confiscatory when applied 
to oil production. 

If it be true that the constitution of Oklahoma 
means what it says when it recites that all taxes 
shall be equally distributed, then the gross produc- 
tion tax is unconstitutional, because it is unequally 
distributed and is not uniformly collected. But 
further than that, the gross production tax is in- 
herently unjust because it is a tax on industry, a 
tax on thrift, a tax on brains, a tax on the God-given 
right to make a living and enjoy the fruits of labor. 
No such tax is levied on the farmer, the merchant, 
the landowner or the capitalist. The millionaire 
owner of stocks and bonds pays taxes on the par 
value of the securities. The merchant pays on the 
ad valorem value of his stocks. The farmer pays 
on the value of his holdings on a forced sale esti- 
mate. For instance, the holder of Prairie Oil & 
Gas Company stock on Jan. 1, 1917, would turn in 
the number of shares in his name and pay taxes 
on par, although the stock at that time was selling 
for more than $500 per share. The farmer would 
render his land for just its actual value without 
saying anything about the time the oil producer 
offered him a handsome price when somebody 
thought there was oil in the neighborhood. And 
the merchant, you may be very sure, would take 
the lowest average of the stock for any one month 
and give that in as the valuation of his holdings. 
On production of wheat and cotton and corn and 
other valuable crops, the farmer pays not at all. 

What is here written is not in criticism of the 
merchants, farmers, capitalists and landowners. 
They are doing what the law intended they should 
do and what has been done since the establishment 
of the present iniquitous system of collecting taxes. 
The fault is with the members of the lawmaking 
body, and it is rather a serious reflection on the 
intelligence of the Oklahoma General Assembly 
that all previous efforts to convince the Legislature 
of the evil effects of its tax measure have met with 
failure. 

Perhaps the most venomous provision of the 
gross production statute is that it taxes the royalty 
owner twice. The royalty owner has already paid 
taxes on the value of his land for agricultural pur- 
poses, and here comes along the tax gatherer and 
says that he must pay again because the first tax 
was not enough. It also taxes speculative value, 
whereas Judge Doyle, of the Criminal Court of Ap- 
peals, declared that to be a tax on the “illimitable 
vistas of hope,” and when attempted in the matter 
of lease values was incontinently thrown out of 
court. It attempts to relieve the State treasury of 
a deficit by a sliding scale system which is repug- 
nant to law and morals and makes the offense 
worse by picking a class of wealth producers who 
are notorious for the hazards of the game which 
they play and tries to make them the “goat.” 

The Federal Court for the Western District of 
Oklahoma, in the case of the Gypsy Oil Company 
vs. E. B. Howard, State Auditor of Oklahoma, and 
others, last summer rendered a decree forever en- 
joining the collection of the gross production tax in 
any amount on oil produced from lands under the 





jurisdiction of the Department of the Interior and 
took occasion to say that the tax is unconstitutional 
because it is unequal, is an affront to both State 
and Federal legislation and can not be enforced. 
This case is now in the United States Supreme 
Court on appeal. Producers have made every effort 
to secure action in the State courts, and although 
an agreed statement of facts was drawn some time 
last year, nothing has come of it. Finally, to show 
just how uncertain the State authorities are as to 


the genuineness of one of their pet measures, all, 


of the money collected for gross production is tied 
up in one fund, which now reaches nearly $1,000,000, 
and State Auditor Howard announces that should 
the State courts knock out the law the money will 
be refunded to the persons who originally paid it. 





GASOLINE COMPRESSION BILL. 





The Rosenbloom bill to regulate the compression 
of natural gas in West Virginia, both in the gas- 
pumping plants and in the plants where both the 
small and large manufacturer compresses the gas 
into gasoline was introduced before the Legislature 
of West Virginia recently. The bill proposes to 
place on these sources of supply a levy of one-tenth 
of 1% annually on every 1,000 feet of gas that is 
passed through the stations. Authority is vested in 
the State Tax Commissioner to make and enforce 
all needful regulations for ascertaining and assess- 
ing the tax and also imposing the same upon the 
persons, firms or corporations owning or operating 
the plants. The tax year for the collection of the 
tax shall begin on the first day of July, 1917, and 
every firm or corporation or person operating a 
plant must deliver to the Commissioner a report 
within 30 days after that date, and for every six 
months thereafter, showing the number of cubic 
feet passed by their plants, under penalty of a fine. 
If the report is satisfactory to the Commissioner, 
he shall make the assessment and notify the firm 
of the amount of same, which sum must be paid 
within 30 days, one-half of the funds accruing to 
be placed to the credit of the school funds of the 
State and the other half to be placed to the credit 
of the State road fund. 

The bill also provides that this tax shall be in 
addition to any and all other taxes, no matter of 
what nature, now being paid by the firms or per- 
sons. A heavy penalty is named for the falsifying 
of a return to the Commissioner. 

Section 9 of the bill however, is the most drastic 
of all. It makes it a misdemeanor to place a vacu- 
um pressure upon any ‘wells, whether oil or gas. 
This would prevent the use of gas pumps on leases 
and shut down many wells now depending for their 
life upon this method. The mere taxing of the gas 
would not be felt by the oil people, as the companies 
would pass the cost along to the consumers, but the 
prohibition of the use of gas pumps would be a 
hardship. Such a law would be a blunder, and most 
likely would not be upheld by the courts. There 
are leases in the State which now make a fair profit 
under gas pumps, but which would be worthless if 
they were no longer used. The same is true of 
some of the gas territory. When the pressure 
gets so small that the wells fail to deliver the 
gas freely, a vacuum pump becomes a necessity. 
Otherwise the wells would be pulled out as worth- 
less. It would be as ridiculous to deny the right 
to use gas pumps as it would be to prohibit the in- 
stallation of engines to pump the wells. The Legis- 
lature may discover how absurd tke proposition is 
before the bill becomes a law. 





FINANCE EMPIRE REFINING COMPANY. 





A syndicate composed of Montgomery, Clothier & 
Tyler, Kissel, Kinnicutt & Company and Henry L. 
Doherty & Company, all of New York, has pur- 
chased $7,000,000 out of a total authorized issue of 
$10,000,000 of first mortgage and collateral trust 10- 
year sinking fund 6% gold bonds of the Empire 
Refining Company, to be dated Feb. 1, 1917, and 
mature Feb. 1, 1927. The bonds are guaranteed as 
to principal, interest and sinking fund payments by 
the Empire Gas & Fuel Company. They are a first 
lien, either directly or through ownership of se- 
curities, on refineries, tank cars, oil, pipe lines, etc., 
located in Oklahoma and Texas, valued conserva- 
tively at over $12,00,000. None of the companies 
whose securities are pledged will create any mort- 
gage indebtedness unless pledged to secure these 
bonds. 

Earnings of the properties to be owned by the 
Empire Refining Company and subsidiaries report- 
ed for the year ended Dec. 31, 1916, were as fol- 
lows: Gross earnings, $11,827,845; operating ex- 
penses, taxes and contingency fund, $7,013,516; net 
earnings, $4,014,329; interest on proposed mortgage- 
$420,000; surplus, $3,594,329. Engineers estimate 
that net earnings for the present year of these same 
properties will be between $4,500,000 and $5,000,000. 





ANOTHER LEASE-TAXING BILL. 





Despairing of raising the gross production tax 
at this session, after the emphatic announcement 
by the Governor that he would veto such a measure, 
a bill has been introduced in the Oklahoma House 
of Representatives to tax all leaseholds at the 
rate of 10 cents an acre. It is stated that such a 
tax will bring into the State treasury more than 
$2,000,000 annually. The fact that two such mea- 
sures have already passed Oklahoma Legislatures 
and have been declared unconstitutional by the 
courts, does not have the slightest deterrent effect 
on the present body of statesmen at Oklahoma City. 
Students of legislation will recall that, in knocking 
one of this class of vicious statutes higher than 
Guilderoy’s kite, Judge Thomas H. Doyle used that 
rather familiar phrase that it was an attempt to 
tax the “illimitable vistas of hope.” Judge Doyle 
rightly contended that the values of leaseholds 
varied more suddenly than the changes in the 
weather and that the man never lived who could 
tell with any degree of certainty what the value of 
a leasehold in any given locality was, or if he 
could tell such valuation one day, he could not, 
with the slightest degree of accuracy, tell what the 
value of the same property would be the day follow- 
ing. It appears, however, that the people of Okla- 
homa are pleased with the prospect of spending 
some hundreds of thousands of dollars every session 
of the Legislature in this kind of horseplay because 
they regularly return the same class of members, 
well knowing that they will pull off the same kind 
of stunts. It is given out that the attempt to tax 
leaseholds will not succeed. But the good name 
of the State will suffer and the cost to the people 
will be the same as if the statute was real, bene- 
ficial legislation. 





UPHOLD BLUE SKY LEGISLATION. 





One of the most wholesome decisions which has 
been handed down by the United State Supreme 
Court for months is that one sustaining blue sky 
legislation in the States of Ohio, Michigan and 
South Dakota. The decision affects similar laws 
in 26 States. The laws do not attempt to prohibit 
unwise investments, but give State authorities 
through security commissions or banking superin- 
tendents power to forbid sale when in State bord- 
ers of securities which officials believe would re- 
sult in fraud upon investors. The Michigan and 
South Dakota statutes were patterned upon the 
“model blue sky bill” drafted by the National Asso- 
ciation of Attorneys General, which is the model 
for the laws of several other States. That securi- 
ties are instrumentalities of commerce and as such 
exempt from State regulation and subject only to 
national supervision was the principal contention 
of bankers, stock salesmen and corporations attack- 
ing the laws. The Investment Bankers’ Association 
of America, through former Attorney General Wick- 
ersham, appeared in the litigation attacking the 
States. 

The 26 States reported to have blue sky restric- 
tions are Arizona, Arkansas, California, Connecti- 
cut, Florida, Georgia, Idaho, Iowa, Kansas, Louisi- 
ana, Maine, Michigan, Missouri, Montana, Nebraska, 
North Carolina; North Dakota, Ohio, Oregon, South 
Carolina, South Dakota, Tennessee, Texas, Vermont, 
West Virginia and Wisconsin. 





LAID DOWN GAUGE OF BATTLE. 





In spite of the fact that State Mine Inspector 
Boyle, of Oklahoma, served notice on the Legisia- 
ture that he would regard any measure attempting 
to shear his office of authority over oil and g2s 
wells as a declaration of war, the Oklahoma House 
of Representatives has gone right ahead and passed 
a bill which provides for a commission to be ap- 
pointed by the Corporation Commission and 4ap- 
proved by the Governor which shall have entire 
jurisdiction over the drilling of all oil and gs 
wells. The bill passed by a tremendous majority 
and the enemies of the State Mine Inspector were 
jubilant. They had better take warning of the past, 
however, and not rejoice too much till they are 
safely out of the woods. There has been an orgal- 
ized effort made during every Legislature for the 
past six years to take the scalp of the State Mine 
Inspector and he is still right on the job and he 
still enjoys all of the authority which he enjoyed 
the day he was inducted into office. Mr. Boyle very 
cheerfully declares that he does not believe the bill 
robbing him of authority will pass the Senate, but 
if it does and is signed by the Governor, he is of 
opinion that there is not a court in the State which 
will sustain it and so he is not losing very much 
sleep opposing the way of the measure in the Leg- 
islature. The whole trouble comes out of putting 
temporary legislative expedients in a constitution, 
which should contain nothing but organic law. 
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KANSAS NATURAL TROUBLES. 





Kansas Natural troubles will apparently never 
cease. No sooner does one court and one set of 
receivers get through with one side of the question, 
along comes a new angle and everybody has to 
start all over again and more lawyers and more 
fees and more delays are the result. The latest 
wrinkle is a motion to dismiss all Federal Court liti- 
gation and to remove “the unjust and discrimina- 
tory rates” now in effect. This has been filed in 
the District Court of Montgomery County, Kansas. 

The motion asserts that the present rates are not 
only unreasonable, but that the litigation over the 
question of rates has resulted in waste, though law- 
years’ fees and court costs and injury to the prop- 
erty and company. The motion also asserts the 
new owners of the Kansas Natural are attempting 
an alleged fraud upon the gas consumers of the 
State by reason of the alleged promise of the new 
owners to dismiss the litigation and restore the 
28-cent rate ordered by the Utilities Commission. 
In the motion just filed it is asserted that it is the 
purpose of the Doherty interests to continue the 
35-cent rates now in force during the heavy con- 
sumption period of the winter and then dismiss the 
litigation in the Federal Court, when the light con- 
sumption comes in the spring. It is asserted that 
one of the purposes of the motion to dismiss at 
once is to give the people some: benefit of lower 
rates during the heavy consumption period. 

Litigation for possession of the Kansas Natural 
is now going into its eighth year. Time after time 
there have come assurances that the end of the 
long road was in sight and that the people who are 
served by the lines of the company would get that 
relief for which they have so long and so stead- 
fastly prayed in vain. It seems that the dream is 
as far away from realization as ever. 





ORGANIZING THE OIL INTERESTS. 





If the present Legislature in Oklahoma goes 
home without doing serious injury to the oil and 
gas industry, much of the credit will be due to 
George E. Black, of Tulsa, who has been on the 
ground since the first day of the session and who 
has never quit the job for a day since that time. 
Mr. Black has had to contend against indifference 
and lethargy all around him, but he kept everlast- 
ing hammering at the men interested in the game 
till he forced them to realize the magnitude of the 
issues at stake and the monetary loss which would 
be sure to follow unless some of them took hola 
and went to work. As a result of his foresight a 
mass meeting at Oklahoma City on Tuesday paved 
the way for future organized State action and at 
the same time gave the members of the Legislature 
. to understand in plain English just how much horse- 
play the oil people will stand. 





OIL POOL IN MEXICAN GULF. 





Every few months somebody reverts to the old 
story that there is a big oil pool in the Mexican 
Gulf, a few miles out from Port Arthur, and asserts 
that it is the source of supply for Gulf Coast oil. 
Until recently, however, the existence of this pool 
has never been regarded seriously, but here is an 
affidavit said to have been made more than 15 years 
ago which will be of interest to both old and new 
Gulf Coast producers: 

The State of Texas, County of Jefferson: 

This is to certify under oath that we, the 
undersigned, have resided in this port for many 
years, that we are familiar with all natural fea- 
tures pertaining to the gulf along the coast be- 
tween Sabine Pass and Galveston, Tex. 

From time immemorial there has existed 
upon the Gulf an immense “oil pool,” about two 
miles in width and about four miles in length, 
about one and a half miles out in the Gulf, op- 
posite “Shell Beach,” a ridge on the gulf about 
eight or nine miles from Sabine Pass. 

Since the 1885 storm the oil pool has shifted 
eastward some distance, caused perhaps by the 
heavy seas forcing the sand, shell and other 
soil over the original crevice or aperture through 
which the oil escaped from its deep and won- 
derfully incased and imbedded terrestial source, 
since which time the escaping oil was forced to 
seek a thinner covering of soil along the lines 
of deposit through which it might percolate and 
escape upon the water’s surface, forming the oil 
pool. We always sought this lake of oil when 
in its vicinity during a storm or a heavy gale, 
for when we anchored our sea-going vessels in 
it we felt safe and all was calm and the water 
under the oil was smooth. 

Signed: Fred B. Plummer, captain of Viva; 
C. R. Kelly, captain of the Stowell; Frank Mur- 
phy, captain of the Arbitus; Edward Gunson, 
master of Olga; A. Olsen, captain of Amanda; 





C. R. Burch, harbor master; F..W. Taylor, mas- 

ter of the bark Cera. 

Before me, a Notary Public in and for the 
State of Texas and County of Jefferson, per- 
sonally appeared before me this day: Fred B. 
Plummer, C. R. Kelley, Frank Murphy, Edward 
Gunson, A. Olson, C. R. Burch and F. W. Tay- 
lor, known to me to be the persons whose 
names are subscribed to the foregoing instru- 
ment, and acknowledged to me that they exe- 
cuted same for the purposes and considerations 
contained therein. Given under my hand and 
seal of office this the 23rd day of January, A. 
D. 1901. JOHN H. HIGLEY, Notary Public. 

In the early days at Beaumont it used to be a 
stock story that the only possible oil-bearing ter- 
ritory within a radius of several hundred miles 
which had not been organized and capitalized was 
the “Mexican Gulf gusher.” Every newcomer was 
invited to invest liberally in gusher securities with 
the assurance that they were well watered, and 
many an innocent has paid the expenses of a tug 
for a trip out on the gulf to see the great pool, 
which was always out of business on the evenings 
when the trips were made. Every feature writer 
from the East was filled with the romance of a 
future naval supply bubbling right up out of the 
water, and all that was necessary to secure suf- 
ficient fuel was just to drop a hose and start the 
pumps going and soon the tank would be filled. 
No drilling necessary, no pipe-line laying, but just 
the desired article right at hand waiting for the 
user to come along. But here comes the old ac- 
quaintance again, embellished with an affidavit, 
which gives it quite a new'status and adds a great 
deal to its respectability. 





AN INCALCULABLE LOSS COMING. 





What the great European war will eventually 
have cost the world, which must in the end bear its 
burdens, is impossible to estimate with absolute 
certainty. All that we do know is that the words 
“staggering” and “unparalleled” only come part 
way in fittingly describing it. So far, the cost has 
already exceeded the scarcely imaginable total of 
$36,000,000,000. If our memory does not play us 
false, says a writer in Financial America, it is esti- 
mated that the entire wealth of the United States 
is about $180,000,000,000. So if we compare the 
two figures we can see at a glance that Europe al- 
ready has blown up in smoke and powder equal 
to one-fifth of all the wealth in the United States. 
There is not included in this estimate the loss in 
man power, the source of the creation of wealth. 
This would be impossible to compute in dollars and 
cents, nor is any estimate made of what has been 
lost by Europe, through her diversion from the pur- 
suits of peace to blood-letting. 





MR. WELLER VERY OPTIMISTIC. 





At the annual meeting of the Standard Oil Com- 
pany of New Jersey, F. W. Weller vice president of 
the company, made the following statement in re- 
sponse to the questions from stockholders: “Owing 
to the unprecedented demand for petroleum prod- 
ucts, the year 1916 has been a prosperous one in all 
branches of the business. 

“During the year the total production exceeded 
that of 1915, but the growth in the demand was 
greater than the increase in production, and this 
situation is being reflected by advancing prices in 
crude. 

“The brisk demand for the past two years has so 
stimulated the construction of refining facilities that 
this capacity is now in excess of production of 
crude. ‘ 

“Outside capital has been used largely in provid- 
ing this excess, and when the lean years come, as 
they do with great regularity in this business, this 
new capital will be brought to a realizing sense 
that it is uneconomic to pay fancy prices for their 
production or refining capacity. 

“However, concerns that have been conserva- 
tively operated will probably, on account of the de- 
mand, continue to enjoy prosperity during the cur- 
rent year.” 





STATE LAND OIL INCOME TREBLED. 





Oil and gas income from State school lands of 
Oklahoma leaped from $25,446.49 in 1915 to $83,- 
327.30 in 1916, according to figures furnished by the 
School Land Department. Mr. Smith, the director, 
refuses to even hazard a guess what the revenues 
will be for 1917. “This oil and gas revenue can not 
even be approximated,” he said. “Most of our un 
sold lands are segregated for oil and gas develop- 
ment. As much as 500,000 acres may soon be 
leased under this provision. Necessarily much de: 
velopment will follow.” 





NEW OKLAHOMA INCOME TAX. 





Proposed changes in the Oklahoma income tax 
law as embodied in a bill now pending in the Legis- 
lature will reduce the rate of taxation on incomes. 
It will provide elaborate and effective machinery 
for discovering taxable incomes, however, and its 
operation is expected to increase the revenues from 
incomes by reaching all that are taxable. A pro- 
vision of the proposed law will make the records 
in the office of the’State Auditor as to incomes pub- 
lic property. This has been an issue in the Federal 
income tax law that has caused much discussion. 
The data as to Federal income taxes is withheld 
from the public. 

The rates under the proposed law tax incomes 
over $3,000 and under $10,000 at the rate of one- 
third of 1% instead of 1% as now; $10,000 to $15,000, 
three-fourths of 1% instead of 1%; $15,000 to $20,000 
14%% instead of 2%; $20,000 and over, 2%. Under 
the present law a rate as high as 5% is placed on 
large incomes. 

The new bill has the approval of Governor Wil- 
liams and State Auditor E. B. Howard and it is 
believed will not encounter serious opposition in 
either house. 





INDIA’S PETROLEUM PRODUCTION. 





India’s production of minerals in 1915 was 7% 
greater in value than during 1914. The output of 
petroleum increased by nearly 30,000,000 gallons— 
from a little under 260,000,000 gallons in 1914 to a 
little over 287,000,000 gallons in the year under re- 
view; the value of the production during 1915 ex- 
ceeded $6,000,000. The chief increase was in the 
Yenangyaung field, where the output rose by about 
24,000,000 gallons. Wells continue to be carried 
down into the deep sands, which are still found to 
be productive at depths of nearly 3,000 feet, and 
there is no indication yet as to the limiting depth 
at which oil will be found in this field. There was 
also an increase, amounting to over 3,500,000 gal- 
lons, in the output of the Singu field and an in- 
crease of over 500,000 gallons in Minbu. The recent 
discovery of an oil sand at a considerable depth on 
the southern extension of the Minbu belt has led 
to a revival of interest in the adjoining areas. For 
the first time the returns from the Punjab include 
an appreciable amount of petroleum; this is from 
the newly discovered field at Khaur, whose output 
during 1915 is returned at 250,000 gallons. 





BAKU PETROLEUM PRODUCTION. 





Latest official figures obtainable of production in 
the Baku (Russia) districts show that, in spite 
of reports to the contrary, attributed to German 
sources, there was a healthy increase. When it is 
considered: that the Russian Imperial Government, 
by special order, has raised the price of Baku oils 
about 20% over prices prevailing in 1916, a stimu- 
lation of production may be reasonably expected. 

According to the Council of the Congress of the 
Baku Petroleum Industralists, the production of 
petroleum in the Baku region made 33,300,000 poods 
in the month of November. The total production of 
petroleum between January and November inclusive 
in this district is as follows: The four chief pro- 
ducing districts of Baku produced in the 11 months 
305,600,000 poods of petroleum, against 315,000,000 
poods in the corresponding 11 months of 1915. On 
the other hand, in Surachany the production of pe- 
troleum grew considerably, and made for the period 
named 85,700,000 poods, against 53,800,000 poods in 
1915. The total production in the five principal 
Baku petroleum producing areas for the 11 months 
amounted to 391,300,000 poods, against 358,800,000 
poods in 1915—that is to say, an increase of 22,500,- 
000 poods. The quantity of petroleum produced at 
Baku in the month of November (0.s.) was 33,316,- 
000 poods, of which 2,632,000 poods came from flow- 
ing wells. 





UNION OIL COMPANY’S NEW STATION. 





Union Oil Company of California, has opened its 
fifth distributing station at Poblacion Vergara\ 
located on Valparaiso Bay, Chile. The last station 
cost $187,000 gold. Early in the present war the 
Union Oil Company management realized the loss 
that would follow a lack of fuel to the nitrate in- 
dustry and put in three stations. Had it not been 
for the supply of fuel oil thus furnished, the nitrate 
beds of Chile would have gone to wreck. 





It is announce that Iatan, Tex., citizens will begin 
drilling a well as soon as they get rain. As latan 
is situated in the western portion of the State where 
it sometimes forgets to rain for three or four years, 
the citizens may have to wait a long time for that 
well. 
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MEN KNOWN IN OILDOM 








R. P. M’LAUGHLIN 


R. P. McLaughlin, whose portrait appears above, 
is the oil and gas supervisor of the California State 
Mining Bureau, with headquarters in the Ferry 
Building, San Francisco. He was born in Colorado 
37 years ago. His early experiences had much to 
do with such utensils as a pick and shovel, from 
the practical rather than a theoretical standpoint, 
and he also became intimately informed as to trans- 
portation problems through acting as chief engineer 
of a wheelbarrow. 

Graduating in 1902 from the department of geol- 
ogy and mining of Stanford University, he later be- 
came employed in various branches of mining and 
engineering with large metal concerns of California 
and Nevada, continuing until the year 1908, afford- 
ing profitable experience in surveys, construction, 
geological examinations and business administra- 
tion. 

The systematic business and technical methods 
of the large mining companies gave Mr. McLaughlin 
the best of training for entrance into the oil busi- 
ness in 1908 in the California fields. He is particu- 
larly familiar with the early days of the Midway- 
Sunset district, where geological theories were 
promptly tested by the drill. He has given much 
study to operating problems in the oil business, 
especially that feature relating to the successful 
handling of water, the bane of every oil field. He 
is the author of California State Mining Bureau Bul- 
letin No. 69, with map folio, the first complete re- 
view of the State’s petroleum industry. He was 
largely instrumental in framing the present Cali- 
fornia law regulating the drilling of petroleum and 
gas wells. As State oil and gas supervisor, Mr. Mc- 
Laughlin has secured a corps of competent assist- 
ants, and each assistant gets full credit for work 
well done. 





Personal Paragraphs 





E. Reyonlds, of Leonard, Okla., was visiting in 
Tulsa on Monday. 
ce * * 

W. C. McLeod, well-known oil man, of Oil City, 
Pa., was in Tulsa on Friday. 
~ * om 

Joe King, Okmulgee producer, was a visitor to 
Tulsa on Sunday of this week. 
a * a 
E. F.-Cremin, well-known Tulsa producer, has re- 
covered from a week’s siege of grippe. 
* > a 


J. B. Foster, Tulsa oil producer, has been called 
to California by the sudden illness of his father. 
+ * oe 
C. M. Sutton, of Peoria, Ill., interested in Okla- 
homa oil properties, was a visitor during the week. 
* * *” 


George S. Ramsey, well-known attorney and oil 
man, of Muskogee, was in Tulsa on Friday and Sat- 
urday, 





Waite Phillips, of Okmulgee, progressive and up- 
to-date oil man, spent three days of last week in 
Tulsa. 

5 *k a 

J. H. McBride, scout for the Gypsy Oil Company, 
with headquarters at Ardmore, was a Tulsa visitor 
on Friday. 4 

* ak * 

Judge W. M. Alexander, of Okmulgee, one of the 
pioneer producers in Oklahoma, was a Tulsa visitor 
Friday of last week. 

* * * 

Thomas White, Tulsa oil producer, is back from 
a trip to. Louisiana, where he is largely interested in 
producing properties. 

co * 

J. F. Pringle, of Tulsa, who has been bringing in 
such good wells near Cherryvale, Kan., recently 
spent Sunday with his folks at home. 

* ca * 

Ed. C. Ennis, general sales manager of the Petro- 
leum Products Company, at Chelsea, Okla.. was 
a Tulsa visitor on Thursday of last week. 

* cs Ba 

M. J. Sullivan, of Independence, Kan., one of the 
best known producers in the Mid-Continent field, 
was a Tulsa visitor on Friday of last week. 

* * K 


Charles H. Loomis and John A. Burke, of Little 
Rock, Ark., are looking over the Glenn pool and 
have a deal on to lease acreage north of Kiefer. 

oe * * 


C. C. Joys, Jr., of Pittsburgh, Pa., manager for 
the J. F. Lucey Manufacturing Corporation, is look- 
ing over the Mid-Continent field and meeting many 
old friends. 

* * ok 

John M. Crawford, of Parkersburg, W. Va., presi- 
dent of the Oklahoma Producing & Refining Com- 
pany, has returned home after a week in Tulsa and 
nearby towns. 

* * * 

Frank Breene, of Bartlesville, Okla., formerly 
conservation officer for the State Corporation Com- 
mission, was a Tulsa visitor during the greater por- 
tion of the week. 

ok ok * 

George E. Black, of Tulsa, who is pushing the 
claims of the oil men for a reduction of taxes at 
Oklahoma City, was a visitor on Sunday and ex- 
pressed a very hopeful view of the situation. 

* * co 


S. I. Ford, formerly with the Prairie Oil & Gas 
Company in Tulsa, but for the past year with the 
Oklahoma Producing and Refining Company at Mus- 
kogee, visited old friends in Tulsa last Saturday. 

7 * * 


C. E. Roth, of Independence, Kan., one of the or- 
ganizers of the Montgomery County Oil Producers’ 
Association, and a large owner of producing prop- 
erty in Oklahoma, was a Tulsa visitor during the 
week. 

a * ca 

J. P. Rogers, Tulsa scout, has returned from Bil- 
lings, Mont., where the temperature is something 
like 17 below “in the sun.” He says that Oklahoma 
is good enough for him, during the winter time at 
least. 

* * * 

John T. Crotty, of Houston, Tex., executive offi- 
cer of the Republic Supply Company, visited the 
Tulsa office Friday and on Saturday visited the 
stores in the central part of the State, going through 
by auto. 3 

* ok ok 

H. H. Rogers, of Tulsa, general counsel for the 
McMan Oil Company., is in Washington attending 
to the transfer of some of the fullblood leases for- 
merly owned by the McMan Oil Company to the 
Magnolia Petroelum Company. 

* ok * 

Judge James B. Diggs, general counsel for the 
Gypsy Oil Company, the Gulf Pipe Line Company 
of Oklahoma and affiliated interests, has returned 
from Oklahoma City, where he met his old friends 


around the capitol. 
oe * 


C. E. Strouvelle, general manager, and C. C. 
Myers, superintendent of the Savoy Oil Company, 
left Tulsa on Tuesday for New York to attend the 
annual meeting of that company, to be held in New 
York on February 5. 

Y * 

J. B. Birdsall, of Kansas City, architect for the 
new eight-story building which the Sinclair Oil & 
Refining Co. is erecting in Tulsa, spent two or three 
days during the week looking over the work and 
said he was thoroughly pleased with the progress 


made. 
as * * 


Oscar R. Howard and Mrs. Howard are expected 
in Tulsa from California some time during the first 





10 days of February. It has been reported for some 
time that Mr. Howard was perfecting plans for the 
erection of a refinery at Tulsa, but this is denied 
at his office in Tulsa. 

* * * 

L. C. Collins, of Pounch & Company, New York, 
is in the Mid-Continent field looking over the situ- 
ation. This firm has recently taken hold of the 
securities of several Mid-Continent corporations and 
desires first-hand information as to just what is 


|going on down in this part of the world. 
ok * cS 


J. B. Hazlett and H. E. West, of Independence, 
Kan., two well-known Mid-Continent field produc- 
ers, are in Wyoming trailing around through the 
snow and looking at various producing properties. 
The Casper Press says they have expressed a desire 
to buy if they find a property which meets their 
notions of a good one. 

co * * 

A. Clarke Bedford, of New York, of the executive 
department of the Carter Oil Gompany, was in 
Tulsa the greater part of the week visiting officials 
here. Mr. Bedford’s visit was without significance, 
being merely in the nature of a usual trip to the 
various offices of the company throughout the oil- 
producing States of the Union. 

* * * 

Capt. W. C. Tyrrell, of Beaumont, Tex., president 
of the Heywood Oil Company, also president of the 
Pulaski Oil Company of Oklahoma and other cor- 
porations, a pioneer developer in both Texas and 
Oklahoma, is visiting relatives in Tulsa. This is 
his first visit for more than a year and he says that 
he never saw such progress in his life. 

oe ok * 


Joe W. Orr, of Oil City, Pa., managing editor of 
The Oil City Derrick, and one of the best-known 
and popular men in the oil fraternity in the coun- 
try, is on his first visit to the Mid-Continent field. 
He is making Tulsa headquarters, but during his 
visit will go to all the towns in the various districts, 
in every one of which he has a number of old 
friends. 

* co co 

President J. E. O’Neil, of the Prairie Oil & Gas 
Company, was in Independence, Kan., during the 
week. Between very busy minutes Mr. O’Neil mere- 
ly took occasion to say that he thought conditions 
in the oil industry in the Mid-Continent field were 
better than they have been since the discovery of 
oil, and he saw no reason why they should not con- 
tinue good during 1917. 

ok a * 

Judge R. C. Allen, of Sapulpa, national attorney 
for the Creek Indians, is in Washington, where he 
has perfected an appeal to the Supreme Court of 
the United States in the “Tommy” Atkins case. In 
this case the Supreme Court of the District of Col- 
umbia ruled that the Secertary of the Interior did 
not have the original right to cancel an Indian pat- 
ent without court reviewal. 

* * aA 

M. H. Whittier, vice president of the Associated 
Oil Company, of California, resident in Los An- 
geles, was a Tulsa visitor during the week. Mr. 
Whittier was looking over some properties in Okia- 
homa in which he is largely interested and stopped 
talking about Oklahoma just long enough to say 
that things never looked brighter in California and 
that 1917 is going to be the banenr year. 

* * * 


Frank A. Gillespie, of Tulsa, and his son, Lester 
Gillespie, have returned from Phoenix, Ariz., where 
Mr. Gilelspie owns a very valuable copper property 
which he is developing. On his return to Tulsa 
Mr. Gillespie received a telegram from Denver that 
he had taken all of the blue ribbons at the Ameri- 
can Royal Live Stock Show in Denver, making him 
the premier breeder and owner of Shorthorn catile 
in the United States. : 

* * ok 

Dr. S. G. Kennedy, of Tulsa, received a telegram 
on Saturday of last week that his son, James Ken- 
nedy, who is a student at Culver Military Academy, 
Culver, Ind., had fallen on the ice and sustained it- 
juries of so serious a nature that he had been re- 
moved to the hospital. Dr. Kennedy was caught on 
his way to New York and stopped off at Culver. 
The latest from him is to the effect that, while se- 
vere contusions were the result of the fall, the 
son is rounding to in good shape. 

* * * 


Superintendent J. George Wright, of the Osage 
Agency at Pawhuska, has returned from Washing- 
ton, where he had a conference with Secretary of 
the Interior Lane relative to affairs on the Osage 
Reservation. Nothing has developed, during the 
past two weeks, in the matter of the request of the 
Osages for putting all of their unleased land on the 
market and for paying the bonus money, amounting 
to more than $1,000,000 and which has been with- 
held in some cases for more than a year. 
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Oil and Gas News Condensed 


While oil producers all over the country are grat- 
ified at the recent advances in the price of crude, 
no peans of praise have yet been received from the 
gasoline users. 


Between Burbank, O., and Aukerman Station, 
there are 51 gas wells, only three of which are non- 
productive. The wells average from 4,000,000 to 
8,000,000 feet each. 


The Standard Oil Company of Indiana has pur- 
chased three lots at Portland, Ind., on the lake 
shore, and is going to enlarge its dock facilities at 
that place immediately. 

With three dry holes to their credit the people 
of Heyworth, Ill., have given up hope of finding oil 
in that neighborhood, .having dismantled the rigs 
and sold the tools. . 

Wyoming Apex Oil Company has purchased three 
leases on Alkali dome in the Greybull district for 
a consideration not stated and will at once begin 
active development work. 


It is announced in the January number of the 
Petroleum World that the prices for all grades. of 
Russian oils were increased 20% on New Year’s 
day by the Russian Government. 

Ashtabula, O., boasts that it is drawing its gas 
supply from three fields—the Clarion (Pa.) field, 
the Austinburg (O.) and the Saybrook (0O.) dis- 
tricts. Good service is the result. 

The first shipment of crude supply for the Ozark 
Refining Company plant at Fort Smith, Ark., has 
arrived and the plant will be running at the rate of 
1,800 barrels a day within two weeks. 

Arkansas City, Kan., is boasting that, within a 
year, it will be the site of five refineries. The Mil- 
liken Refinery is now building and will have an 
initial charging capacity of 10,000 barrels. 

There is a lot of wildcatting going on in Kansas 
and the oil fever has struck a dozen counties to 
the extent that the newspapers have something else 
to talk about besides weather and crops. 

More than $250,000 for*the purpose of financing 
a refinery project was raised at Wichita Falls, Tex. 
in three days. The plant is designed first of all to 
handle the production from the Archer district. 

Manufacturers of pipe in the East are congratu- 
lating themselves on the outlook for record busi- 
ness this year and the steel mills which make the 
pipe are not the least behind in self-congratulation. 


Patrons of the gas companies in the Connersville 
(Ind.) districts have been assuered an increase in 
supply by the Hydro-Electric Company, which has 
purchased all of the small lines in the neighbor- 
hood. 


Litigation over oil lands in California, originally 
patented by the Southern Pacific and now sued for 
by the Government, has been transferred to New 
York, where most of the records of the company 
are located. 


Archer.County, Tex., now lays claim to having a 
well which produces oil of 41 gravity, the highest 
grade yet to be found in Texas. There are seven 
rigs up in the new pool and locations made for 
eight more. 

Prices for gasoline in Virginia and Tennessee 
were recently advanced 2% cents a gallon in one 
day and the result is that some of the dealers in 
that part of the country are threatening to go out 
of the union. 

Seven large storage tanks of refined oil burned 
recently at Stoneham, Mass. They belonged to the 
Standard Oil Company. For a time the sky was 
obscured and thousands of people thought there 
was an eclipse. 

One of the first steps taken by the German Gov- 
ernment, after the occupation of the Roumanian 
oil fields, was to order a big corps of engineers to 
at once set about restoring the production of all 
the producing districts. 

Total dividends paid by Standard Oil subsidiaries 
during 1916 amounted to $128,909,875, of which 
$98,627,875 was in cash and the rest in stock dis- 
tributions. This is by far the greatest earning 
showing ever made by the Standard Oil group. 

Enterprising correspondents at Yeso, N. M., re- 
port that an “oil vein was struck at 140 feet. The 
well was slushed for two hours and a half and from 
one to two gallons of crude oil were raised at each 
hoist. Great excitement prevails in the community.” 

St. Joseph, Mo., business men appointed a com- 
mittee to go to New York and confer with Henry 
L. Doherty and others on the advisability of locat- 
ing a refinery at that place. The committee visited 
Mr. Doherty, but no details of the conference have 
been made public. 


Newspapers in Central Ohio are charging that 








the shortage of gas was due entirely to the fact 
that the gas companies had largely increased the 
number of consumers during the early fall without 
correspondingly increase in volume of gas, or of 
facilities for handling it. 

Material for the refinery to be erected at Enid, 
Okla., by W. B. Piper and others has arrived and 
the rest of it will soon be on the ground. Actual 
construction work will take about five months, ac- 
cording to the contract. It will have a daily charg- 
ing capacity of 1,000 barrels. 


“Oil, which, according to analysis made by some 
Memphis and Birmingham chemists is rich in gaso- 
line and vaseline has been discovered on zinc lands 
in Baxter County, Ark., owned by a Mississippi 
farmer,” is the important announcement made by 
a Memphis newspaper man. 

Jefferson County, Ill., is receiving more than 
$1,000 4 month from the Ohio Oil Company for oil 
run from the county farm. The December check 
was for $1,522.67, and is the largest thus far re- 
ceived. The proceeds from the sales of oil go far 
toward paying the expenses of the farm. 


Merritt Oil Corporation, said to be largely owned 
and controlled by Midwest Refining Company and 
New York bankers, has taken over several proper- 
ties in the Big Muddy district, 15 miles east of 
Casper, Wyo. The property consists of 5,000 acres 
and the consideration was more than $3,000,000. 

Supreme Court of Washington has held that oil 
inspection fees constitute a license tax and does 
not interfere with interstate commerce. The law 
was assailed by the Standard Oil Company and 
others and has been in the courts for quite a while. 
It is not believed that the fight will be carried any 
further. 


Southwestern New York papers report that the 
gas situation is a little brighter because so many of 
the consumers installed coal and oil stoves during 
the recent shut-down. Some of the communities 
most seriously affected are discussing co-operative 
action toward limiting the use of gas to illuminating 
purposes. 

Several new gas wells have been brought in at 
Thurber, Tex., recently and the Texas & Pacific 
Coal Company, which owns the wells, is figuring 
on submitting a proposition to supply Dallas and 
Fort Worth, cities that have been having a hard 
time this winter because of breaks in the Lone Star 
Gas Company lines. 

The State geological survey of Iowa. “has issued 
a statement to the effect that there are many diffi- 
culties involved in locating the most favorable 
places for sinking wells in Southeastern Iowa,” 
according to the Cedar Rapids Republican. The 
Oklahoma geological survey could furnish whole 
reams of information on that subject. 


It now develops that the control of the Midwest 
Refining Company, of Wyoming, which recently 
passed to a Canadian corporation said to be’a sub- 
sidiary of the Ohio Oil Company, was purchased 
in the open market right under the noses of the 
owners and without the least suspicion on their 
part as to the objects sought to be attained. 


Report comes from Muncie, Ind.; that hundreds 
of familites depending on natural gas for heat- 
ing purposes will soon be without fuel. The gas, 
which has heretofore been ample for all purposes, 
began failing on January 10 and has been con- 
stantly going down ever since. The supplying cor- 
porations are drawing heavily on their reserves. 

Supervisor McLaughlin, and other members of 
the State Oil and Gas Department of California, 
recently had a several days’ conference with opera- 
tors in the Bakersfield district with a view to en- 
forcing the oil lands protection law without hard- 
ship. The meetings were very harmonious and the 
producers all asserted a willingness to work with 
the department. 


For the third time in ten years residents of New 
Iberia, La., are excited over the prospect of the 
bringing in of a big well close by. This time the 
Guif Refining Company, of Louisiana is furnishing 
all of the excitement and the tenseness of the situ- 
ation was principally caused by the fact that several 
outside leaseholders transferred all of their held- 
ings to the Gulf. 

For several weeks Oklahoma oil producers oppos- 
ing the three per cent gross production tax have 
been referring to Kansas, which has no gross pro- 
duction tax at all, as the State is friendly to the 
oil interests. Now that a bill has been introduced 
in the Kansas legislature and is being pressed, tax- 
ing oil three cents a barrel, the Oklahomans have 
lost one of their arguments. 

E. L. Doheny, of Los Angeles and Mexico, has 
entered into a contract with the Associated Oil 
Company, by which the Doheny interests agree to 
supply the Associated with 11,000,000 barrels of 
high grade oil from the lands recently bought from 





the Thomas Bell estate. The price is $10,000,000, 
Oil from the particular district described is between 
25 and 25.9 gravity and is worth 82 cents a barrel. 


Now comes the report that the Standard Oil Com- 
pany, of California, has a big well on the Baldwin 
ranch near Montebello. This ranch is one of the 
most famous pieces of property on the Pacific hav- 
ing been for years the home of “Lucky” Baldwin, 
soldier of fortune. For more than 30 years he 
refused to partition it and it was only divided after 
his death, some ten years ago. The Montebello 
portion is owned by Mrs. Anita Baldwin. 


Correspondent of the Butte (Mont.) Miner at Dil- 
lon says: “According to recent visitors to the oil 
fields, the town of Dell is going to have an epidemic 
of magnates or paupers during the next year, their 
financial condition to be determined by the result 
of prospecting operations whicn are now being 
diligently pursued.” Every available foot of land 
for miles around the town has been taken up, it is 
added, and ten strings will be chugging away in a 
short time. 


Useful Lives Are Ended 


Henry Eck, aged 37 years, well known through 
the oil fields from his invention of the turnbuckle 
derrick, was drowned in Simpson County, Ky., the 
evening of Jan. 14. With a companion, Frank Munn, 
he was crossing a mill pond on Drake Creek, when 
the boat suddenly filled and sank. Mr. Munn was 
able to swim to shore. The body of the deceased 
was not found until the following morning. 

Fred Burns, only son of Mr. and Mrs. John Burns, 
died at an early hour Jan. 24 at Mercer, Pa., from 
pneumonia, aged 21 years. He caught a severe cold 
about two weeks ago, which developed into pneu- 
monia. He had not been in good health and was 
unable to withstand the ravages of the disease. He 
had been in the West for several months and had 
only been home a few weeks. He is survived by 
his parents and one sister. 

Michael Lynd, who for 40 years made his home in 
Olean, N. Y., and for the greater part of that time 
in the employ of the Standard Oil Company, died 
in Buffalo Jan. 20. Two sons and two daughters 
survive him. They are Henry Lynd, of Buffalo; J. 
W. Lynd, of Olean; Miss Mary Lynd, of Buffalo, and 
Mrs. J. J. Sullivan, of Olean. Mr. Lynd was the 
father of the former Alderman, the late Michael 
Lynd, of the old Sixth ward. 

James Riley Dye, aged 60 years, died at his home 
in Sistersville, W. Va., Jan. 19, from valvular heart 
disease. Mr. Dye was born near Marietta, O., on 
April 10, 1849, and he became associated witn the 
Standard Oil Company at the opening of the Sisters- 
ville oil field. Mr. Dye is survived by his wife, Mrs. 
Alma C. H. Dye; two daughters, Mrs. A. H. Barber 
and Mrs. Meade Sharpe, of Martinsville, Ill.; a son, 
Dr. V. H. Dye, of Sistersville, W. Va. 

Charles H. Robinson, for many years an operator 
in the Sistersville (W. Va.) oil field and a resident of 
that city for the past 18 years, died there Jan. 23 
after a day’s illness of ptomaine poisoning. Mr. 
Robinson had been out on one of his leases on the 
Ohio side and was suddenly taken sick. He was 
brought to his home in Sistersville but physicians 
could not alleviate his sufferings and his death 
came as stated. Mr. Robinson leaves a wife and 
one daughter, Miss Ethel Robinson; a number of 
brothers also survive. 

E. Nathan Southwick died Jan. 24 at his home in 
Bradford, Pa., following a protracted illness. De- 
ceased was born Feb. 16, 1849, in Little Cooley, Pa, 
and was therefore in his 68th year. He came to 
Bradford in 1876 among the host of sturdy young 
men who invaded the oil country and had nearly 
ever since been identified with the oil industry. 
As an employe of the pioneer firm of Whitney & 
Wheeler he became a member of Whitney Hose 
Company No. 3 of the old volunteer fire department 
and was for many years.-active in affairs of the or- 
ganization. Surviving are one daughter, Mrs. F. 4. 
Morris, of Bradford, Pa., and one son, H. B, South- 
wick, of Warren Junction, Wyo. 

Jerry W. Condrin, aged 52 years, for many year’s 
a resident of Oil City, Pa., died on Jan. 22 at Erie, 
Pa. Mr. Condrin was born in Altoona, Pa., Septem- 
ber, 1864, and came to Oil City when a young man. 
He lived here until 1901, part of which time he was 
employed as a bookkeeper at the Oil Well Supply 
Company, and at that time moved to Erie with his 
family. He was married in Oil City to Miss Molly 
Lampman, Oct. 20, 1892. The deceased is survived 
by his wife and one daughter, Alice Condrin, at 
home, and the following brothers and sisters: Mrs. 
George Howell, of Altoona; Mrs. M. J. Neylon, of 
Pittsburgh; Mrs. William Duffy, of Renova; Pat- 
rick, of. Detroit, Mich.; James, Daniel and Mark, of 
Altoona. 
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Let Us Help Solve Your 
Pumping Unit Problems 


HAYING designed and built the equipment that is pumping a 

large percentage of the oil and gas produced in this country 
during the past 37 years, we can be of real service in suggesting 
pumps and engines that will meet your requirements most effici- 
ently and economically. You know the conditions that you have to 
meet, and we know the kind and size of equipment that will insure, 
under those conditions, adequate, dependable power that will result 
in maximum output at minimum production cost. 


HE illustration is of one of 

our DIESEL Type Oil En- 
gines, built in units of from 50 
H.P. up. This Diesel Engine 
will run on any low grade crude 
oil—there is no explosion and 
therefore no vibration the 
stroke is powerful, smooth and 
unrestrained, meaning long life 
to the engine and minimum 
upkeep. In many cases a Diesel Engine and one of our Hori- 
zontal Duplex Power Pumps makes the ideal pipe-line pumping unit. 





Tell us something of your conditions and we will 
send promptly our Descriptive Bulletins, with sug- 
gestions that will be of value. Address Dept. ‘‘K’’. 


NATIONAL TRANSIT 


PUMP AND MACHINE COMPANY 


Main offices and factories, OIL CITY, PA. 
District Offices in NEW YORK, PHILADELPHIA, PITTSBURGH, CHICAGO 
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EXCHANGE NATIONAL BANK oF TuLsa, OKLA. |} | 


CAPITAL, SURPLUS AND PROFITS, $1,150,000.00 























- ay The first statement of this institution, issued on Feb. 9, 1910, DIRECTORS: 
OFFICERS: shows deposits of $404,674.14, while the present statement shows 
E. W. SINCLAIR, Pres. deposits of $17,312,601.11. J. H. EVANS J. J. LARKIN 
7 r a lhnc?: E. W. SINCLAIR J. A. HULL 
O. H. LEONARD, Vice-Pres. _The best evidence of the proper is the R. M. MeFARLIN H. F. SINCLAIR 
R. M. McFARLIN, Vice-Pres. e and in which it is held by the public. JOHN H. MARKHAM, Jr. O.H. LEONARD 
H. F. SINCLAIR, Vice-Pres. We feel that the substantial growth of our business as shown HOMER M. PRESTON J. A. CHAPMAN 
W. E. GORDON, Vice-Pres. by the above figures is a gratifying testimonial to the fair dealing FRANK HASKELL A. T. ALISON 
A. T. ALISON, Cashier and progressive methods of our institution. E. ROGER KEMP 
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The Iillinois field was featureless dur- 
ing January, there being no change in 
the number of wells when compared with 
the December report and no change in 
the number of dry holes, the only differ- 
ence being an increase of 31 bbls. in the 
new production. During the month a to- 
tal of 11 wells were abandoned. 

In new work at the close of January 
there were 13 rigs up and 71 wells drill- 
ing, against 11 rigs up and 85 drilling 
wells at the close of December. This is 
an increase of two in rigs and a decrease 
of 14 in drilling wells, a net decrease of 
an even dozen. 

The best wells of the month were de- 
veloped in the Allendale field, in Wabash 
Township, Wabash County, and in Den- 
nison Township, Lawrence County, and 
outside of those few wells the average 
was small compared with the earlier wells 
in the fields. 


KENTUCKY-TENNESSEE. 
Summary of January Operations. 








Comp. Prod. Dry. Rigs. Drg. To’l. 

WIRE sesicsce 3 20 1 2 3 5 
WRRED 5x555000 0 0 0 0 3 3 
Lawrence .... 1 9 1 4 2 6 
Morgan ...... 0 0 0 2 2 4 
ree 83 2,473 15 0 52 52 
sy, Weer ere 3 300 0 0 5 5 
oe ee tra 1 0 1 0 27 27 
LOD sbecksob ee 0 0 0 0 3 3 
eee 0 0 0 0 2 2 
to ee 1 0 1 0 0 0 
Carter ..s.v.. 1 a 1 0 0 0 
Jackson ...... 1 0 1 0 0 0 
Lincoln ...... 1 0 1 0 1 1 
SOE 1 15 0 0 1 1 
Whitley ..... 4 110 2 1 3 4 
Simpson ..... 0 0 0 0 1 1 
Bieteair ...... 8 0 0 0 3 3 
Johnson ..... 0 0 0 0 1 1 
COMP. cc ciesess 0 0 0 0 3 3 
OS SS 0 0 0 0 1 1 
McCreary .... 0 0 0 0 3 3 
Tennessee .... 0 f 0 0 1 1 
Totai Jan...100 2,918 24 9 117 126 
Total Dec...126 3,529 23 6 133 139 
Difference .. 26 611 1 3 16 13 


The cold weather and heavy snow was 
felt in the Kentucky field and, along with 
the scarcity of water in some districts, 
had a bad effect upon work for the open- 
ing month of the new year. During Janu- 
ary, 100 wells were completed in the Ken- 
tucky field, of which 24 were failures, the 
76 producing wells showing a new produc- 
tion of 2,918 bbls., or an average per well 
per day of about 38 bbls. This is a de- 


crease in completed wells from the De- 
cember figures of 26 wells, 611 bbls. new 
production and in dry holes there was an 
increase of one. 

In new work under way at the close of 
January there were nine rigs up and 117 
wells drilling, against six rigs and 133 
drilling wells at the close of December, 
which is a net decline of 13. 

But little is known of the Russell Bros.’ 
test on the Todd farm, near Glenmary, in 
Seott County, Tenn., and will not be un- 
til the well has been pumped and given 
a thorough test. In the past, wells have 
been drilled in the State that had the ear- 
marks of gushers, but were found to be 
but pockets of oil that blew out within a 
short space of time. 


INDIANA. 


Summary of January Operations. 
Comp. Prod, Dry. Rigs. Drg. To’l. 
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PE ch oncene e's 2 1 2 1 3 
Gibson 1 1 1 2 2 
Pike BY 98 2 1 10 11 
Sullivan 1 0 1 0 5 5 
Knox 1 60 0 0 0 0 
Miami .. 1 5 0 0 1 1 
Blackford 0 0 0 0 1 1 
Delaware 0 0 0 0 1 1 
Randolph 0 0 0 0 1 1 
Wabash ...... 0 0 0 0 1 1 
Total Jan... 11 173 4 4 22 26 
Total Dec... 13 113 6 1 22 23 
Difference .. 2 3 0 3 
One gas well in Gibson Goins, 


Features were few in the Indiana field 
during January, as there was the usual 
slump in development work. During the 
month 11 wells were completed, of which 
four were dry holes, and the six oil-pro- 
ducing wells showed a production of 173 
bbls. This is a decrease in completed 
wells when compared with the December 
|report of two and two fewer dry holes, 
while in new production there was an in- 
crease of 60 bbls. In new work the in- 
crease is slight but encouraging. There 
is a difference of three in favor of Janu- 
ary over December. 

The only feature of the Indiana field 
for the month was the drilling in of a 60- 
bbl. well by J. D. Griggs and others on 
the P. Cunningham farm, in the Militia 
donation No. 113. The oil pay was found 
at a depth of 1,471 feet and will cause 
more active drilling in Decker Township, 
Knox County in the western section of 
the State. 











Oklahoma- Kansas Fields 


By H. W. 


BILLINGS AND POTWIN. 





Interest in Oklahoma. is still centered 
in Noble County near 
22-23-2 west, where the Mid-Co Petroleum 
Co. has a showing for a well on the 
Hoover farm on a much-touted structure. 
It was several weeks ago that this sand 
was touched and there was a good show- 
ing of oil and it has caused more excite- 
ment than any other test in months. Just 
what the well is good for remains to be 
seen, but from all appearances it is a 
good one. From present indications the 
well will make a 500-bbl. starter and the 
owners are of the opinion that it will 
make a much better well. The highest 
prices for acreage are being paid in the 
State and one deal the past week was 
closed for an 80-acre tract in Section 14- 
23-2 which brought $1,000 per acre and 
several others of this size are contem- 
plated. At the present time tankage is 
being built and the test, it is reported, 
will be drilled in some time during the 
present week. 

This test will mean a great deal and 
if it proves as large as anticipated it wil! 
give Oklahoma another district that will 


Billings in Section. 


WHITNEY 


probably furnish some gusher wells. It 
is an ideal country for an oil pool anu 
already numerous rigs have sprung up 
and this area will receive a thorough test- 
ing during the next several months to 
come. At the present time the test is 
only three feet in the sand, but it has 
been making some good flows, although 
water is kept in the hole to keep the oil 
back. This development, with the one at 
Garber, in Garfield County, gives the 
western portion of the State two districts 
that should produce a large amount of 
oil and it will cause more development in 
the western portion of the State. 
Interest remains centered in Potwin, 
Butler County, Kansas, and just what the 
Wallace & Mason test on the Joseph farm 
in Section 36-24-3 will amount to remains 
to be seen. Many reports have been cir- 
culated concerning this well of late. Some 
estimates place the well’s production as 
high as 500 bbls., while others are of the 
opinion that it will make a very small 
pumper. The top of the sand in this test 
was struck at 2,654 feet and the well fin- 
ished up at 2,702 feet. The owners are 
not giving out any information as to the 
well’s capacity, but they appear to be 














well satisfied with the results of drilling 
deeper. The well is at present shut down 
and will be tubed and put on the beam. 
In the meantime the oprators will anxi- 
ously await the real results of the test. 

This well has been reported good for 
500 bbls. but from all appearances it will 
not make better than 75 bbls. At the 
present time there has been drilled 48 feet 
of sand, and it is said by some that there 
has been no further increase in produc- 
tion. Should the well not prove better 
than 75 bbls. it will be a keen disappoint- 
ment to those who paid large sums for 
acreage in that locality. The fact that 
oil has been found may lead to the open- 
ing of a new and prolific pool, but the 
only way to determine this is by drilling. 
Many tests are now under way and it will 
not be a long time before the status of 
this county is known. 


It has been reported from’ several 
sources that there has been salt water in 
large quantities coming from the hole, 
but this has been denied and has caused 
many conflicting reports about this im- 
portant test. At any rate, the talent is 
still playing the territory between the 
strike and the proven area of the El Dora- 
do pool. 

Since the bringing in of the Potwin 
well, the wildcat fever has spread all over 
the State of Kansas and many tests are 
being started in territory previously re- 
garded as worthless. The eastern part 
of the county is especially attracting at- 
tention at this time and several new loca- 
tions for tests have already been an- 
nounced. The Rockhurst Oil & Gas Co. 
has blocked up close to 400 acres near 
Potwin and will drill a deep test. The 
leases have been taken under a 60-day 
drilling clause. Still another test is to 
be started within 90 days by Kansas City 
men, who have leased a 400-acre tract out 
of the southwest quarter and the south- 
east quarter and the southeast quarter of 
the southwest quarter of Section 13-26-7 
and the west half of the west half of Sec- 
tion 24-26-7. The contract calls for a 
3,000-foot test. 

West of DeGraff, the Gypsy Oil Co. is 
reported to have made a location on the 
Beaumont land in the northwest corner 
of Section 16-24-5. This is a pure wildcat 
test and will be watched with more than 
passing interest. It is also reported that 
a test will shortly be started on the 
E. G. Allan ranch in the northwest quar- 
ter of Section 26-25-4 and also one on the 
old Stansburg tract by the El Dorado 
Oil & Gas Co. 


An Important Deal. 


A deal of great importance has just been 
closed whereby the Carter Oil Co. be- 
comes the owner of the Melroot Oil Co.’s 
holdings on the J. H. Porter lease in the 
El Dorado pool. While no consideration 
has been made public, it is known that it 
was near the $100,000 mark. The deal in- 
cluded the north half of Section 1-26-4 and 
the northwest quarter of Section 6-26-5, 
which comprised 480 acres in all. The 
above leases are among the most desir- 
able in the El Dorado section and are 
practically surrounded by producing wells. 
At the present time the development has 
been confined to the 160-acre tract in Sec- 
tion 6. There is one producing well on 
the tract which is reported to be making 
300 bbls. a day, one gas well and five drill- 
ing wells. The Porter tract is joined on 
the northwest corner by the Dillenbeck 
property, which is being operated by the 
Tuloma Oil Co. and on which was just 
completed a 150-bbl. well, which showed 
an extension of one mile to the west of 
the El Dorado pool. On the east of the 
Porter lease lies the Marsh lease, owned 
by the Empire Gas & Fuel Co., and on 
the north ane the holdings of. the Sin- 
clair Oil & Gas Co. 

Another good producer has been com- 
pleted in the development near town, in 
the British-American Oil Co.’s No. 1 Gra- 





ham, in Section 4-26-5, which is reported 
good for 300 bbls. at 2,615 feet with 15 
feet of. sand. The well is located in the 
northeast quarter of the southeast quar- 
ter of the section. Tankage is now being 
erected and the well will be put on the 
beam and a new location. staked out, 
which will be located east of No. 1. The 
material is being hauled to the location 
for the rig, which will be built at once. 

In the older portions of the El Dorado 
pool the completions for the past week 
have been few and small and very little 
new production was added to the pool’s 
output. The best well of the week was 
the National Refining Co.’s No. 1 on the 
Dilenbeck tract in Section 4-26-5, which 
is showing for a 300-bbl. producer. The 
top of the sand was struck at 2,562 feet 
and the well finished at 2,575 feet. In 
Section 6-26-5, the Empire Gas & Fuel 
Co. has a 200-bbl. starter in No. 34 Marsh 
and in Section 16-25-5, Leonard et al. have 
a failure at 2,825 feet in No. 1 Thompson. 
In Section 32-25-5, the Empire Gas & Fuel 
Co. drilled into water in its test on the 
Kirkpatrick farm, No. 39, but was plug- 
gedit back at 2,478 feet and it is produc- 
ing around 50 bbls. daily. 

Results At Augusta. 

The Augusta pool in Butler County, 
furnished a number of good producers 
during the past week and the new wells 
have been able to hold the production at 
its former mark. In Section 8-28-4 the 
Empire Gas & Fuel Co. completed two 
wells on the Varner tract, Nos. 16 and 17, 
the former being good for 300 bbls. and 
the latter for 350 bbls. The same company 
has a small pumper in No. 4 Curry in 
Section 16-28-4. In Section 16-28-4 the 
Empire Gas & Fuel Co. has 125 bbls. pro- 
duction in No. 11 Cunningham. In Section 
19-28-4 the Big Walnut Oil Co. got al75- 
bbl. starter on the Crabb-tract. In Sec- 
tion 16-27-4 the Prairie Oil & Gas Co. 
completed No. 10 on the Scully lease and 
it started off at 300 bbls. in the 2,547-foot 
sand. 

In Section 21-27-4 Gilliland et al. have 
finished a 125-bbl. well on No. 814 Loomis, 
and in Section 21-27-4 the McMan Oil Co. 
got a failure at 2,485 feet in No. 5 on the 
Deal farm. In Section 28-27-4 the Ebano 
Oil Co. has a 125-bbl. well on No. 4 Bell, 
and in Section 28-27-4 the Prairie Oil & 
Gas Co. got 250 bbls. production with No. 
5 Bell. In Section 3-28-4 the Cosder Oil 
& Gas Co. has completed No. 6 Beck and 
it is a 300-bbl. well, and in Section 34-27-4 
the Wichita-Augusta Oil Co. got a failure 
at 2,680 feet on No. 2 Taylor. In Section 
2-28-4 the Empire Gas & Fuel Co. has a 
50-bbl. producer with No. 1 on the Collins 
tract. 

Okmulgee County. 

Okmulgee County, Oklahoma, alw:iys 
has something to offer of interest, and 
while it has proven very spotted, it has 
made money for a long period. The laiest 
test to call attention to is that of Kim- 
bley & Moellendick, which is located on 
the south line of the southeast corner of 
Section 18-13-12 and is making 180 bbls. 
This is the No. 6. No 3 on the same prop- 
erty was recently sold to the Okmulsee. 
Producing & Refining Co. North of the 
Bald Hill pool in Section 2-15-14, the Gil- 
espie test is a failure in the regular 
formation, but a deep test will be made. 
A small showing of gas was struck in the 
second sand at 1,400 feet. This test is 4 
direct offset to the initial well in this 
locality, which is producing 75 bbls. daily. 
It was drilled on the Quinlan farm in Sec- 
tion 2-15-14 and is the property of Moore 
and others. Several other wells in this 
locality are progressing to the sand and 
several others are rigging up and the 
eyes of operators will be focused on this 
development during the next few months. 

The Kimbley, Bryan & Cook test on 
the Newby farm in Section 6-13-12 was 
completed during the past week and it is 
making 150 bbl. of oil and several million 
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“Imperial” 


‘*Ingersoll-Rogler’’ Discharge Valves now 
used on these machines are one-piece, light 
weight steel plates. 


Each is rigidly held and lifts and reseats 
itself without sliding friction. The lift is low, 
the valve quick in action and its operation 


NOISELESS. 


‘Imperial’ Corliss Inlet Valves give a 
poitive, full opening and are permanently tight. 





Headquarters, INDEPENDENCE, KANS. 


SILENCE In Operatian Is Now a Marked Feature of 


Vacuum Pumps 











“‘Imperial’’ (Rogler Discharge Valve) Vacuum Pump. 
Note the stream line passages in the cylinder. 


‘Imperial’? Vacuum Pumps are of wholly 
enclosed construction, dirt and dust-proof. 
They are automatically lubricated, thus saving 
money on oil and operative attendance. Bear- 
ing surfaces are of ample area and all bearings 
arranged for ready adjustment to sake up wear. 
Cylinders are completely water jacketed on 
both barrels and heads. 


The user of a vacuum pump will find in the 
“‘Imperial’’ every improvement that makes for permanent 
satisfaction and economy of operation. 


ASK FOR CATALOGUES 


The National Supply Company o: kansas 





BRANCHES 


IN OKLAHOMA—Tulsa, Okmulgee, Cleve- IN KANSAS—Sedan, Chanute, Independ- IN TEXAS—Houston, Beaumont, Sour 
land, Bartlesville, Dewey, Morris, Chel- ence, Peru, Chautauqua, Augusta, El Lake, Thrall, Humble, Electra, Wichita 
sea, New Wilson, Drumright, Nowata, Dorado. Falls. 

Delaware, Cushing, Shamrock, Black- IN LOUISIANA—Lewis, Crichton, Shreve- IN WYOMING—Casper, Basin. 
well, Peckham. port. IN MONTANA—Billings. 


Southwestern office, HOUSTON, TEX. 


EXPORT INQUIRIES SHOULD BE ADDRESSED TO THE NATIONAL SUPPLY COMPANY, FOREIGN SALES DEPT., PITTSBURGH, PA. 




















AJAX DRILLING ENGINES 


Over 14,000 have been built; they are 
the acknowledged leader in all the oil 
fields of the world. 


THE AJAX IRON WORKS 
CORRY, PA. 


THE NATIONAL SUPPLY CO. of Kansas, Exclusive Sales Agents 
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feet of gas. Some water is in evidence 
and the owners are now setting a lead 
plug to shut same off. The size of this 
producer has stimulated work in that lo- 
eality and several rigs are building pre- 
paratory. to starting drilling. East of 
this well in Section 6-13-12 the Minnehoma 
Oil Co. is starting a test; southeast, the 
Producers Oil Co. is rigging up for a 
test in Section 7, and directly south in 
Section 7 W. B. Pine and associates are 
building a rig. 

Northeast of Okmulgee in Section 20- 
14-13 the Hodsdon Oil & Gas Co. has a 
5,000,000-cubic foot gasser at a depth of 
1,954 feet. The sand was 12 feet in thick- 
ness. The Standford test in Section 5-13- 
13, east of Okmulgee, had a small showing 
of oil in 10 feet of sand, starting at 1,900 
feet, which was passed up, and the well 
is now being drilled deeper in hopes of 
getting a paying well. In case nothing 
is found in the deeper levels the well will 
be plugged back and given a shot in the 
1,900-foot sand. 

Several good completions were recorded 
during the week in the older. portions of 
the Okmulgee pool and work is on the in- 
crease. The best well brought in during 
the week was credited to the Ozark Oil 
Co. in No. 1 on the Berryhill farm in Sec- 
tion 13-14-12, which is good for 20 bbls. 
at a depth of 1,996 feet. In Section 15-13- 
14 the Waters Pierce Oil Co. has a 10- 
bbl. well at 1,520 feet on No. 3 Scott, and 
in Section 24-13-12 Kimberly et al. have 
a 10-bbl. producer and a million cubic feet 
on No. 2 Gibson. In Section 9-12-14 New- 
man et al. have a 2,250-foot dry hole on 
the ‘Sampson tract, and John Long et al. 
met with the same fate at 2,550 feet on 
the Asbury tract in Section 11-13-12. In 
Section 25-13-14 the Sciota Oil Co. has a 
10-bbl. pumper at 1,843 feet on No. 7 Hill, 
and in Section 13-13-12 Owen Moore et al. 
report a failure at 2,170 feet on the Walk- 
er property. 

In the Boock sand development the 
Magnolia Petroleum Co. has plugged No. 
12 Stevens in Section 10-14-14 back to the 
1,730-foot sand and saved it for a gas 
well. It was drilled into water at 1,830 feet. 
In Section 33-15-13 the Barbara Oil Co. 
has a 10-bbl. pumper at 2,026 feet on No. 
3 Roberts farm. 


In Other Districts. 


In the Bald Hill pool several sizable 
wells were recorded during the week and 
several new locations have been made. In 
Section 34-15-14 the Victor Oil Co. com- 


pleted No. 15 Grayson and it is good for 
100 bbls. In Section 28-15-14 Myers et al. 
have a 75-bbl. well at 650 feet on the 
Adams lease, and in Section 27-15-14 the 
New Era Oil Co. got 20 bbls. production 
at 1,727 feet on the Louris tract. The 
Tidal Oil Co. got a 20-bbl. well at 1,475 
feet on No. 5 Virgil in Section 24-15-4, and 
in Section 11-15-14 Moore & Noble have a 
20-bbl. pumper at 1,385 feet on No. 3 
Adams. 

Washington County offered its usual 
quota of completions for the past week 
and numerous new locations have been 
made. Small wells are the rule in this 
development, but they show exceptional 
staying qualities and can be drilled at a 
profit. In Section 7-28-13 the Wolverine 
Oil Co. got a 15-bbl. well on No. 1 Dora 
Cockran, and the David Oil Co. has a like 
producer in the same section on No. 10 
Rosa Wilson. In the same section the 
Tidal Oil Co. has a 20-bbl. well on No. 1 
Proctor. An interesting test is now be- 
ing made in Section 32-28-13 on the Parker 
tract by the Swasrika Oil Co. This well 
was dry in the shallow sand, showing for 
3 or 4 bbls. in the lime. They are now 
drilling deeper to the Bartlesville sand. 
In Section 33-28-13, on fee lands, E. R. Eb- 
eling et al. have a 15-bbl. pumper, and in 
Section 7-26-13 the National Oil & Devel- 


opment Co. got 10 bbl. production with 
No. 3 May Whiteturkey. 

In the Osage several good wells were 
also completed, but they were only of 


the ordinary size. In Section 24-27-10 the 
Whiting Oil Co. has a 40-bbl. well on No. 
36. In Section 25-25-10 the Barnsdall Oil 
Co.’s No. 7 on the William St. John farm 
is making 100 bbls. In the southwest of 
the southwest of Section 20-25-11 the Man- 
hattan Oil Co. has completed No. 20 on 
Lot 284 and it started off at 150 bbls. In 
Section 15-20-12 the Acacia Oil Co. has 
abandoned No. 5 on Lot 110. 

Franklin County, Kansas, is showing 
some new work, and although the results 
in most cases are small, the operators 
are well satisfied with the development 
and are drilling their leases as fas as pos- 
sible. Galey & Richey have completed 
a small well on the Staley lease in Sec- 
tion 27-16-21. Twenty feet of good-looking 
sand was struck at a depth of 662 feet 
and the well looks like the best producer 
on the lease, the other three producing 
30 bbls. daily. The Fraklin County Oil 
& Gas Co, is on top of an oil sand on the 





Barnett farm in Section 16-16-21 and it is 
showing up small. This lease adjoins the 
wells on the Alert farm, where some fair- 
sized producers are being developed. Ow- 
ing to caving troubles, the well on the 
Smith lease in Section 4-15-21, being 
drilled by Valentine and associates, of 
Kansas City, has been saved for a small 
gas well at 912 feet and will not be 
drilled deeper. 

A report goes that a showing of oil has 
been struck in the test of Douglass et al. 
on the Waymire farm, eight miles from 
the town of Gridley, Kan., but this has 
not been corroborated as yet. It is re- 
ported that an oil sand was struck at 
1,717 feet and the well shot last Tuesday 
and the oil spouted over the derrick. 


Big Well at Shamrock. 


The Cosden Oil & Gas Co. has com- 
pleted No. 13 on the A. Sawyer tract in 
Section 27-17-7 and it is flowing 100 bbls. 
hourly. 

In the Shamrock and Cushing pools, in 
Creek County, several fair-sized wells 
have entered the completed list during 
the past week and‘a numbr of new loca- 
tions have been staked out, which will be 
started as soon as other wells have been 
completed and the tools and machinery 
released. C. B. Shaffer seems to have 
been the most successful operator during 
the past week in the Shamrock pool, as 
he completed four nice producers. No. 
31 on the Spaniard tract struck the Bar- 
tlesville sand from 2,774 to 2,857 feet and 
is good for 150 bbls. natural. In Section 
16-16-7 No. 2 Chastain was shot with 25 
quarts and is a 75-bbl. well. The top of 
the sand was struck at 1,450 feet and the 
bottom at 1,482 feet. No. 3 on the same 
farm is good for 50 bbls. This well was 
drilled to 3,007 feet and then plugged back 
to the Layton sand. It is now producing 
from 1,447 to 1,482 feet. No. 3 was shot 
with 75 quarts and is producing 50 bbls. 
at 1,482 feet. No. 4 was shot with 75 
quarts and is producing 50 bbls. at 1,463 
feet. 

At Cushing the Sinclair Oil & Gas Co. 
has completed No. 13 on the Moffer tract 
in Section 28-18-7 and it is only good for 
15 bbls. at 2,650 feet. This same company 
drilled in No. 35 Denson in Section 33-17-7 
and it is good for 40 bbls. after a shot. 
In Section 34-17-7 the Cosden Oil & Gas 
Co. has a 50-bbl. pumper after shot on 
No. 1 Rentro at 1,574 feet. In Section 
28-17-7 the Tidal Oil Co. has completed 
No. 11 Keys and after shooting it with 
10 quarts is good for 50 bbls. 

At Jenks, in Tulsa, County, Egan et al. 
have a 200-bbl. well on the Samuels farm 
in Section 36-18-12, and in the same sec- 





| feet. 





tion, on the Crow farm, the Oklahoma 
State Oil Co. has a 100-bbl. production 
with No. 1. In Section 19-18-13 the Gypsy 
Oil Co. has a small pumper on No. 7 


Anna Fee. In Section 36-18-12 Bosche and 
associates’ No. 6 Cleary is making 200 
bbls. 


At Boynton, in Muskogee County, the 
results of the past week’s work have been 
very satisfactory and new work is being 
planned. In Section 21-14-16 the Choctaw 
Oil Co. has completed No. 11 Soloman and 
it is rated at 100 bbls. at a depth of 1,497 
In the same section the Carter Oil 

o. has a well of the same caliber with 
No. 9 Soloman after a 160-quart shot. In 
Section 28-14-16 Cameron et al. have a 20- 
bbl. pumper after a two-quart shot on 
No. 2 Brown at 1,706 feet. In Section 
13-14-16 Egoff and others have shot No. 
4 Moon with 60 quarts and it will make a 
30-bbl. pumper. In Section 12-14-15 Avery 
et al. have a 20-bbl. pumper on the Frank- 
lin lease. The top of the sand in this 
test was struck at 1,700 feet and the well 
drilled to 1-712 feet and it was shot with 
40 quarts. 

At Yale, in Pawnee County, the Roma 
Oil Co. has a 30,000,000-cubic foot gasser 
at 1,630 feet in Section 36-19-5. 

Nothing new has developed in the 
Blackwell pool, in northern Kay County, 
although the Kay & Kiowa Oil & Gas Co. 
has drilled four feet into the sand in the 
test on the Dilworth farm in Section 6- 
28-1 east, and it has made several nice 
flows. The sand was struck at 3,323 feet 
and there is considerable gas coming from 
the hole. A conservative estimate places 
the well’s output at 300 bbls. 

Very little has been accomplished by 
the Kent Oil Co. on the Myers farm in 
Section 1-28-1 west and the well will not 
be drilled in until next week. The sand 
in this test wast struck at 3,300 feet and 
is showing a large quantity of gas along 
with some water. The hole is now being 
cleaned out prepartory to making a test. 
The same company has not yet resumed 
operations on the Priboth farm in the 
northwest quarter of the same section, 
but it is reported that the well will be 
drilled in inside of a week or two. This 
test got the sand 100 feet deeper than the 
Myers well. 

The Gypsy Oil Co. is drilling at 3,346 
feet on the No. 4 Wathor farm in Section 
4-28-1 east, after developing a small gas 
flow at approximately 3,333 feet. The 
same company has a fishing job in prog- 
ress at 2,288 feet on the Alberti farm in 
Section 32-29-1 east and is making hole at 
2,278 feet on No. 3. Both of these wells 
encountered the regular gas sand at 2,245 
feet, but passed it up. 








East Texas and Louisiana 


By M. L. 
PROSPECTS ARE BRIGHTER. 


SHREVEPORT, La., Jan. 29.—A review 
of operations in the North Louisiana field 
for the month of December shows & ¢ofi- 
siderable increase in activity, and judg- 
ing from the number of new locations be- 
ing made the prospect is even better for 
the coming month. Another 10-cent ad- 
vance in the price of oil was posted last 
week, bringing Caddo light up to $1.70, 
15 cents more than was ever paid in this 
field before, Caddo heavy is now posted 
at 95 cents, De Soto light at $1.60 and 
Crichton light at $1.30. An increase of 
1,015 bbls. is shown in the daily average 
production of the week, which amounted 
to 27,490 bbls., De Soto and Red River 
producing 9.795 bbls. and Caddo and 
Northeastern Texas 14,080 bbls. daily. 

The completion of a number of small 
pumpers in the Caddo and Red River 
fields and one good well in De Soto Pa- 
rish added 395 bbls. of new production 
daily to the output of the field and an- 
other big gas well was completed in the 
Hart’s Island district south of Shreve- 
port. Developments in the Bethany dis- 
trict, Panola County, Texas, are of an 
encouraging nature and extensive leasing 
is in progress here by the big local com- 
panies as well as many outside interests, 
including the Sinclair Oil & Gas Co. and 
the Empire Gas & Fuel Co. 

Operations in the Caddo field during the 
past week resulted in the completion of 
five good pumping wells, the most inter- 
esting development being in the southern 
and eastern extensions of the Moorings- 
port field. The De Soto Oil & Develop- 
ment Co. completed Nos. 2 and 3 Joyce 
in Section 35-20-16, south of Ferry Lake, 
making 30- and 25-bbl. wells; the Gulf 
Refining Co.’s No. 72 Ferry Lake, Section 
28-20-16, made a 15-bbl. pumper; No. 2 
Harris, Section 29-20-15, two miles east of 
Mooringsport, made 50 bbis., and Caddo 
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Levee Board K-13 is pumping 50 bbls. In 
the Hosston district, No. 1 Jolly, Section 


22-22-15, was put to pumping by Clark &)} 


Greer, *making 75 bbls. Two miles east of 
Lewis, the Hiton Oil & Gas Co. aban- 
doned No. 1 Herndon, Section 17-21-15, at 
1,500 feet. The State Oil & Gas Co. com- 
pleted three 25-bbl. wells on the Rogers 
lease in the Lewis district, Nos. 25, 26 
and 27, in the shallow sand, Section 13- 
21-16, and No. 28, a deep test in Section 
24-21-16, came in producing at the rate 
of 10 bbls. an hour, or 240 bbls. a day. 
Several new locations have been made 
by the Gulf Refining Co. on the Ferry 
Lake and Caddo Levee Board leases and 
the high prices now being paid for heavy 
oil is causing considerable new develop- 
ment in the shallow-sand districts in the 
east end of the Caddo field. The Badger 
Oil Co. is ready to drill on the Brown 
lease in Section 28-22-15 and Clark & 
Greer, the Seminole Oil Co., the Lewis 
Drilling Co. and others have a number of 
wells drflling in this territory. The Elton 
Oil & Gas Co. is rigging up to drill on the 
Hobbs lease in Section 21-21-15, formerly 
owned by the Cherokee Oil & Gas Co., 
three miles east of Lewis, and the State 
Oil & Gas Co. is planning extensive de- 
velopment in the Lewis district. The 
Higgins Oil & Fuel Co. has started drill- 
ing No. 2 Tobin, in Section 17-20-15, north- 
east of Mooringsport, and has 10-inch cas- 
ing set at 150 feet. A. J. Yoke is arrang- 
ing to drill deeper in No. 1 Browning, Sec- 
tion 28-22-15, and the Vala Oil Co. will 
also drill deeper in No. 1 Tricsell, Section 
18-21-15, east of Lewis. White Bros. have 
started work again on a test four miles 
south of present production in the Moor- 
ingsport district, in No. 1 Cushman, Sec- 
tion 82-19-16, a test which is. being 
watehed with great interest. The Star 
Oil @e. has set 6-inch casing in No. 15 
Loucks, Seetion 27-20-16, south of Ferry 
Lake, and the Amateur Oil Co. has set 





6-inch in No. 6 Green in the same section. 
Marsh & Wilson are bailing No. 1 Stiles 
& Lewis, Section 10-20-16, at 2,300 feet, 
and the Penn.-Wyo. Oil Oil Co. is setting 
6-inch casing in Muslow No. 1, Section 3- 
20-15. In the new territory opened east 
of Mooringsport, the Peerless Oil Co. is 
down 2,300 feet in No. 2 Hammett, Sec- 
tion 29-20-15, and has derrick up for No. 1 
George in Section 32-20-15, and the Gulf 
Refining Co. is drilling No. 4 Nunnaly, 
Section 29-20-15, at 750 feet.» The Produc- 
ers Oil Co. has started drilling on the 
Brooks lease in Section 23-21-16; No. 4 
Teat, Section 34-20-16, is drilling out ce- 
ment at 2,150 feet; No. 3 Huckaby is 
drilling in Section 7-21-15; No. 48 Harrell, 
Section 2-21-16, is rigging up to drill, and 
the deep test in No. 44 Harrell, Section 
4-21-16, is down 3,800 feet. s 
De Soto and Red River. 

A good well was completed by the Pro- 
ducers Oil Co. in the west end of the 
Naborton field, Saunders A-18, Section 34- 
13-12, coming in with an initial production 
of 250 bbls. The Gulf Refining Co.’s test 
on the McCormick-Nabors lease in this 
territory resulted in salt water and will 
be abandoned. South of Gusher Bend, in 
the Grand Bayou district, the Gulf Refin- 
ing Co. has three wells drilling on the 
Williams lease in Sections 31 and 32-13-11 
and has set 10-inch casing in Jenkins A-32, 
Section 2-12-11. The Producers Oil Co. 
has set 6-inch casing in No. 1 Williams, 
Section 33-13-11. 

In the Logansport district, the Phoenix 
Oil Co. completed a small gas well on the 
Stephens lease in Section 12-11-16 and has 
derrick up for No. 1 Gannon in the same 
section. The Oriole Oil Co. is drilling No. 
1 Nash in Section 24-12-16, the Producers 
Oil Co. is working on a fishing job in 
Sample A-8, Section 13-11-15, and the Sem- 
inole Oil Co. is temporarily closed down 
in No. 1 Poyton-Courtney, Section 31-13-14. 

An important extension to the Red Riv’ 
er field was made by the Gulf Refining 
Co. in Jenkins E2 in Section 11-12-11, 
which is pumping 30 bbls. at 2,550 feet, 
three miles south of Gusher Bend. The 
Gulf has set 6-inch casing in No. 18 Ken- 
nedy, Section 23-13-11; No. 7 Christoper, 
Section 16-13-10, is drilling at 1,800 feet; 
Natalie A-21, Section 19-13-10, is drilling 
at 1,600 feet; No. 28 Robinson, Section 
25-13-11, is drilling at 700 feet and derrick 
is up for No. 28 Marston, Section 14-13-11. 
The Standard Oil Co. is making its fourth 
test on the Chicago Coal & Lumber Co. 
lease in Section 19-13-11, two miles north 
of the Naborton field. In the Grand 
Boyou district, the Producers Oil Co. has 
completed No. 5 Hicks and is building 
standard rig to pump in Section 33-13-11 
and in the same section is drilling Nos. 4 
and 6 Hicks and Sample D-5 and has der- 
ricks up for Sample D-6 and Sample D-7. 
The Boggy Bayou Oil Co. has taken over 
the Kelso & Graham holdings and has 
derrick up for No. 2 De Moss, and T. B. 
Owens et al. are drilling No. 1 Nabors, 
Section 28-13-11, at 2,400 feet. North of 
the Crichton field, the Gulf Refining Co. 
is drilling No. 3 Sample, Section 9-15-11, 
at 1,00 feet, and east of Crichton the Fair 
Oil Co. has made a location on the Globe 
Lumber Co. lease for a well in Section 
8-13-9. 

Bossier and Panola. 

The completion of a gool well in the 
shallow sand in the east end of the Elm 
Grove district, in Bossier Parish, has 
aroused interest in this territory and sev- 
eral new tests have been started in this 
vicinity. The Atlas Oil Co. is rigging up 
to drill on the Franklin Realty Co. lease 
in Section 29-16-11; the Standard Oil Co. 
has derrick up for No. 1 Raines in Section 
28-16-11; t he Producers Oil Co. is build- 
ing derrick for No. 1 Kaufman in Section 
8-16-11, and the Hodges Oil Co. is drilling 
No. 1 Marshall in Section 19-16-11 and No. 
1 Ward in Section 3-16-11. The Gulf Re- 
fining Co. has set 6-inch casing in No. 1 
Curtis, Section 3-16-12, and has location 
made for No. 3 Hodges in Section 24-16-12. 
On the west side of the river the Pro- 
ducers Oil Co. has set 6-inch casing in 
No. 1 Huron Land Co. at 2,400 feet. 

East of the Elm Grove district, in Bien- 
ville Parish, the Arkansas Natural Gas 
Co. is getting ready to make a final test 
in No. 1 Shehee, Section 11-16-10, on the 
east side of Lake Biteneau. 

Another big gas well was completed in 
the gas territory south of Shreveport, the 
Southwestern Gas & Electric Co. getting 
a 20,000,000-foot well on the Berry fee 
lease. The well was completed in proven 
gas territory and mains had been laid in 
readiness, so the gas was turned right 
into them for the home market. The 
Gulf Refining Co., which has had a bad 
fishing job in No. 4 Youree, has got 6- 
inch casing set at 3,150 feet and will make 
a deep test for oil. The Arkansas Nat- 
ural Gas Co. set 6-inch casing in the Wil- 
son well at 2,450 feet; the Producers Oil 
Co, is drilling Leonard B-1 at 2,350) feet 
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and is rigging up to drill No. 2 Deal; the 
Standard Oil Co. bailed dry in No. 2 Mat- 
tie Meyer, Section 21-17-13, and is drilling 
deeper at 2,500 feet, and the Atlas Oil Co. 
is rigging up to drill on the Country 
Home Association lease in Section 9-17-14. 
Tests are being made all along the 
State line west of the Caddo and De Soto 
fields, but the main center of interest is 
in the Bethany district, in Panola Coun- 
ty. The Bethany Oil Co. completed a well 
on the Jehu Jernigan iease, making a 25- 
bbl. pumper at 2,400 feet, with the result 
that leasing has been very active in this 
territory and there is a prospect of con- 
siderable development in the near future. 
Representatives of the Sinclair Oil & Gas 
Co. and the Empire Gas & Fuel Co., as 
well as many local companies, have ac- 
quired leases in the vicinity of the Beth- 
any well, with a view to immediate devel- 
opment, and there are a number of tests 
now drilling from which favorable results 
are expected. The Gulf Production Co. 
got what looked like a 5- or 6-bbl. well in 
No. 1 Jernigan, but are drilling deeper at 
2,500 feet; Wollf & Keen have set 6-inch 
casing in their well on the Louis Werner 
Saw Mill Co. lease and are getting ready 
to drill in, and the Excelsior Ofi Co. is 
drilling at 2,700 feet in No. 1 McLain. 


In Shelby County, Texas, across’ the 
State line from the Logansport develop- 
ment, the Producers Oil Co. is making a 
deep test on the Pickering lease, in which 
it is drilling at 3,700 feet. 

In Anderson County, Texas, the Pro- 
ducers Oil Co. has set 8-inch casing in 
No. 3 Barrett & Greenwood and is drill- 
ing at 2,450 feet in the Southern Pine 
Lumber Co. well and at 150 feet in No. 1 
Royal & Davey. 

Miscellaneous Districts. 


South of the Crichton field, in the Black 
Lake district, there is much interest be- 
ing taken in development, and tests are 


aw fF. 1. 
TWO AT GOOSE CREEK. 





HOUSTON, Tex., Jan. 
average output of the Coastal pools is 
estimated at 64,350 bbls. for the week, as 
compared with an estimate of 72,370 bbls. 
last week. Few big wells were brought 
in during the week, in contrast with the 
previous week, when gushers in the Goose 
Creek and Sour Lake pools increased the 
average of all the pools. 

In the Goose Creek pool the Gulf Pro- 
duction Co. completed No. 6 Stateland 
this morning and it started flowing 3,000 
bbls. a day. Blaffer & Farish’s No. 1 
Dannebaum is flowing 500 bbls. from 
around 2,500 feet, these two making the 
most important completions in the pool 
during the week. In the Sour Lake pool 
the Gulf Production Co.s No. 1 Thompson 
is a 30-bbl. pumper. The Wyatt Oil Co.’s 
No. 1 Jackson is good for 15 bbls. and the 
Hill Oil Co. has a 20-bbl. well in No. 1 
Chamberlain in the shallow sand. More 
wells were completed in the Humble pool 
than in any of the other producing sec- 
tions of the Coast, although none of them 
were sensational. The Producers Oil Co. 


has a 300-bbl. well in No. 11 Koehler from | 


3,150 feet and a 15-bbl. well in No. 181 Ma- 
son at 880 feet. Blaffer & Farish have 
abandoned No. 58 Mason, and the Peter- 
son Oil Co. No. 1 Donlin is a water well 
at 1,600 feet. Clay et al. No. 4 Patterson 
is good for 15 bbls. on the beam, as is 
National Oil & Refining Co.’s No. 7 Wim- 
berly. This company’s No. 4 McDonald is 
a water well at 1,100 feet. The Gulf Re- 
fining Co.’s No. 19 Bright-Penn in the 
Eddgerly pool started off at 1,000 bbls. 
from 3,050 feet. In the Vinton pool the 
Jum Cove Oil Co.’s No. 2 Luckey started 
making 250 bbls., one-half of which is 
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being made which cover the entire terri- 
tory between Crichton and Winnfield. In 
the south end of Red River Parish, the 
Lake End Oil & Gas Co. is down 600 feet 
in No. 4 Merriweather & Hearne, Section 
36-12-10, using gas for fuel from a well 
drilled on this lease. In Natchitoches Pa- 
rish, the Producers Oil Co. is drilling at 
1,800 feet in No. 1 Griggsby, Section 9-1- 
6, and in Winn Parish the Pardee Oil Co. 
is drilling No. 1 Gee, Section 30-11-2, at 
2,360 feet, and the A. J. Yorke Oil & Gas 
Co. is drilling at 850 feet in No. 1 Gid- 
dens, Section 17-10-5. 

In Webster Parish, W. H. Baker has 
purchased the holdings of Dickinsheet & 
Sarber in Section 23-18-10 and are pre- 
paring to complete the well started by 
them on the Crichton lease. 

Work in the Bastrop-Monroe territory 
is a little slow, but interesting results are 
looked for in the wells being drilled by 
the Progressive Oil & Gas Co. and the 
Commercial Oil & Gas Co. in this district. 
It is reported that the Columbia Carbon 
Co., a $4,000,000 organization, is to erect 
a large plant at Spyker, about 15 miles 
north of Monroe, for the purpose of man- 
ufacting carbon and its various products 
from natural gas, to be supplied by the 
Progressive Oil & Gas Co. Agents of the 
company state that the original plant will 
cost $200,000 and that it is their intention 
to enlarge it until it is the largest carbon 
plant in the world. Twelve acres of land 
have been leased for a factory site and 
it is stated that 20 carloads of machinery 
are on their way and that sidetracks are 
being built by the A. & I. M. Railway for 
the accommodation of the new company. 

Interesting development is expected in 
the vicinity of Homer, La., where the 
Atlas Oil Co. is preparing to start a test 
for oil on the J. C. Moore plantation, one 
mile west of Homer. Machinery and ma- 
terials have been shipped and leases are 
in demand on all adjacent property. 
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water. Eight miles north of Corpus 
| Christi the Southern Gas Co. of San An- 
tonio has a gasser, estimated at 10,000,000 
cubic feet a day. It is still under con- 
trol. The Rio Bravo Oil Co. has a 30-bbl. 
pumper in the Saratoga pool. 

No changes have been announced in 
credit balance quotations. Practically ev- 
ery operator has contracted his output 
for from six months to one year at fig- 
ures ranging from $1 to $1.30 per bbl., 
and no further changes in credit balance 
quotations are anticipated. 

Gas Hinders Drilling. 

Gas from blow-outs is seriously interfer- 
ing with work in the center of the Goose 
Creek pool, and a number of wells under 
way in that section of the pool are tem- 
porarily shut down. Meyers et al. No. 1 
Schilling, which came in last week blow- 
ing gas, estimated at 15,000,000 cubic feet 
a day, was finally capped after flowing 
wild for several days. This was followed 
by minor blow-outs on the Galliard and 
Gillette, located probably 1,500 to 2,000 
feet back from the bay front, where the 
Meyers et al. well is located. Three days 
after the Meyers well was shut in the 
gas manifested itself in Rucker et al. No. 
3 Gillette at 800 feet, and later it came 
up around the casing in Simms et al. No. 
7 Galliard. Withiin a few hours gas was 
coming up through holes in the marsh 
for a radius of over 200 yards, and all 
work was suspended. The enormous pres- 
sure forced the surface to rise in the 
shape of a mound and one derrick was un- 
|dermined and almost toppled over. The 
rigs were removed from three derrick 
floors and all work suspended, operators 
fearing a blowout that would include all 
the drilling wells, machinery and boilers 
within the radius. The strong pressure 








eventually subsided. Simms et al. started 
to straighten up the derrick over No. 7 
Galliard today and will resume drilling 
next week. Operators believe the heavy 
gas pressure followed the water strata 
back from the Meyers well when it was 
capped and found an outlet through the 
Rucker, Simms and other drilling wells 
on the Galliard and Gillete tracts, as well 
as through crawfish holes in the marsh 
partly surrounding these leases. Meyers 
et al.’s No. 1 Tabb, which started gassing 
last Friday, is still blowing gas, mud and 
sand from the hole and shooting it above 
the top of the derrick. No attempt will 
be made to shut in this well. 

Difficulty in getting material into the 
pool is retarding operations somewhat. 
Most of the material is hauled in from 
Crosby, a distanct of 20 miles, which is 
the nearest railroad point, while some is 
sent from Houston on barges and un- 
loaded at Lynchburg, 12 miles from the 
pool, from which point it is hauled in 
by teams. The heavy hauling has cut 
the shell roads, and this, followed by re- 
cent rains, have made the roads impass- 
able in spots. The pool is what might 
aptly be termed a “rich man’s proposi- 
tion.” Practically all the best looking 
stuff in the pool and around it, both on 
the mainland and in the bay, has been 
taken up by large operating companies, 
and they are doing all the work now un- 
der way there. The Gulf Production Co. 
is constantly adding to its holdings. In 
addition to the purchases by this com- 
pany reported in previous reviews, it has 
taken over the Sweet 20-acre tract for 
$60,000. The Humble Oil Co. has an op- 
tion on the holdings of the Houston Deep 
Well Oil Co. and the Houston-Goose 
Creek Oil Co., covering about 900 acres, 
some of which is submerged land. The 
leases of the Houston Deep Well Oil Co. 
cover 591 acres, and those of the Hous- 
ton-Goose Creek Co. 331 acres. The pur- 
chase price is $720,000, the Humble Oil 
Co. paying $50,000 for the option. The 
Humble Oil Co. has also bought the 
Southern Pipe Line Co., paying $130,000. 
It extends from the pool to Hogg island, 
about two miles, and is a four-inch line. 
The pipe line company had a number of 
contracts with operators in the pool at 65 
cents a bbl. which extend until July next, 
and these are included in the sale. As a 
matter of fact, these contracts constituted 
the most valuable asset of the pipe line 
company, and account for the price paid 
for the property. The Sun Co. bought a 
five-acre lease out of the Ashabel Smith 
tract from C. T. Rucker for $75,000. E. F. 
Simms paid J. M. West $5,000 cash and 
agrees to pay $100,000 out of the first oil 
for two leases covering 52 acres known as 
the Minnie Galliard. 


Starting a New Town. 

The old Goose Creek townsite, fronting 
the bay shore, has been deserted and a 
new town located about three-quarters of 
a mile back from the water. It is a typ- 
ical oil town, consisting of plain rough 
board houses and tents. Numerous blow- 
outs made the old town unsafe, and be- 
sides the land on which the town site 
was located has been leased, and drilling 
wells are replacing the old houses. An- 
nouncement has been made that two 
banks will be opened in the town. One 
is capitalized at $10,000 and the other will 
be a branch of a Houston institution. 
The Producers Oil Co. has started No. 2 
Isenhour, west of the creek, and has a 
derrick up for No. 3 Isenhour. The com- 
pany’s No. 1 on this lease, which came 
in last week flowing 2,000 bbls. from 
around 2,800 feet, is now flowing about 
1,500 bbls of fluid a day, of which 25 per 
cent is water and sediment. It is the 
deepest producer thus far in the pool. 
The West Virginia Oil Co. is still fishing 
in No. 1 Donlin, and has started drilling 
No. 2, with a derrick in for No. 3. The 
Empire Gas and Fuel Co. is drilling No. 
2 Adey at 800 feet and rigging up No. 3 
on the south end of the lease. The Adey 
is also west of the creek. To the north 








and west the Magnolia Petroleum Co. is 
rigged for No. 2 Duke. East of the pool 
about two miles the Gillette Oil Co. is 
having trouble with No. 1 Hoskins, and is 
now reaming the hole around 2,765 feet. 
Hancock et al. on the Pruteet are below 
1,100 feet and temporarily shut down. 
The Gulf Production Co. is drilling on the 
Tabb, Galliard, Smith, Stateland, Schill- 
ing and Busch leases, having a total of 20' 
rigs running. The company is rigging 
for No. 3 Busch and has a derrick up for 
No. 4 John Galliard. The Humble Oil 
Co. is below 1,300 feet in No. 3 Gillette, 
and drilling No. 3 Tabb at 2,000 feet. 
Simms et al. are drilling No. 2 Goose 
Creek at 980 feet and Nos. 3 and 4 around 
700 feet. Meyers et al. No. 3 Schilling is 
below 450 feet and the Gulf Coast Oil 
Corporation is rigging No. 3 John Gal- 
liard to put it on the beam. It is around 
2,100 feet. The Producers Oil Co. has a 
rig up for No. 1 Bailey on submerged 
land. The tests of the American Produc- 
tion Co. on the Jones and Pelly are tem- 
porariiy shut down. The Houston Deep 
Well Oil Co. is drilling No. 5 Galliard 
around 2,435 feet, and No. 6 Galliard at 
2,200 feet. This company’s No. 1 on the 
peninsula is drilling around 2,165 feet. 
Under the terms of the option held by 
the Humble Oil Co. on the property of 
this company it will receive $41,666 and 
the Houston-Goose Creek Oil Co. $8,333. 
The first-named company has a daily pro- 
duction of about 50 bbls. at this time. 


Humble and Sour Lake. 

Work in the Humble pool is gradually 
increasing, especially in the old section 
of the pool. The International Oil & Gas 
Co. is drilling No. 2 Bender deeper from 
around 1,100 feet, where it showed for a 
gasser. The Humble-Union Oil Co. is 
drilling No. 3 Bering at 700 feet, and 
Clough et al. No. 3 Hardway at 1,155 feet. 
The Delta Oil Co.’s No. 1 Bender is a 
derrick, as is the Permit Oil Co.’s No. 1 
House. On the Isaacs tract O’Neill et al. 
are drilling No. 1 at 1,165 feet, and John 
O’Neill is drilling No. 1 Bender at 2,000 
feet. The Logan Oil Co. is below 715 feet 
in No. 5 Echols, and the Grimes County 
Oil Co. is drilling No. 3 Chicago-Texas at 
785 feet. The Hancock Oil Co. is below 
1,200 feet in No. 3 Bender, while the 
Great State Oil Co. has started No. 5 
Weed. The Gulf Coast Oil Corporation is 
drilling No. 2 Cherry at 1,215 feet. The 
Singleton Ranch Oil Co. is below 3,000 
feet with No. 1 Singleton. The Sun Co. 
is drilling No. 18 River at 2,234 feet, with 
a derrick up for No. 19. No. 20 is still a 
location. West of the pool the Atlantic 
and Gulf Oil Co. is below 2,900 feet in No. 
2 Bodman, and is drilling No. 3 on this 
lease around 2,867 feet. The Invincible 
Oil Co. is drilling No. 49B fee at 2,586 
feet, and No. 51 fee around 2,980 feet. 
No. 52 fee is below 1,600 feet and a der- 
rick is up for No. 53 fee. The National 
Oil & Refining Co. has a derrick up for 
No. 8 Wimberly. The Producers Oil Co. 
has set strainer in No. 11 Burt 100 
acres around 2,300 feet, and is bailing. 
No. 10 Burt 50 acres is also being bailed 
at about the same depth. Producers Oil 
Co. No. 214 Landslide is drilling at 3,465 
feet. No. 215 Sandslide is below 600 feet. 
No. 7 on the House, north of the river, is 
drilling at 2,925 feet, and No. 188 Her- 
man is below 750 feet. No. 20 Carroll is 
drilling around 2,750 feét. The company 
has a derrick up for No. 182 Mason. 

At Sour Lake, No. 15 Hardin, the big 
well of the Humble-Gulf Co., which came 
in last week flowing 10,000 bbls. and then 
cut the connections and flowed wild for 
three days, finally choked off. An 
fort is now being made to reset the 
screen. It is estimated the well made as 
high as 20,000 bbls. the first 24 hours it 
was flowing wild, but it eventually eased 
off and made more gas until it choked off. 
The oil tests 24 Baume gravity and 
showed a temperature of 86 degrees and 
no water. The Gulf Production Co. has 
exercised its option and taken over the 
property of the Tarver Oil Co., consisting 
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The ‘Oilwell’? Rotary Pump will work against any pressure and 
has a capacity which, together with the pressure, is only limited by 
the power of the driving unit. 

It can be driven by any power, either by direct drive or belt drive; 
and operates with great efficiency at either fast or slow speeds. 


The pump is compact, has few working parts, and needs no 
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EVERYTHING FOR 
OIL WELLS 


BRANCH STORES IN 
ALL OIL FIELDS 


The compactness of this outfit gives maximum volume and pres- 
sure with minimum weight. This makes the outfit especially adapted 
for drilling rigs and meets with great favor with the contractor. For 
example: an outfit weighing 1000 pounds will: furnish 30 bbls. of 
water per hour against 400 Ibs. pressure, or 60 bbls. per hour against 
200 Ibs. pressure. 


lubrication. No valves or rods to get out of order and need adjust- 


ment. No attention necessary beyond turning on the power. The ‘‘Oilwell’’ Rotary Pump will pump any liqui’, 


seca: ote am Oo j L W EL 4 Ss U e Pp L yY Co. Dashwood Houre-New Broad Street 


PITTSBURGH, U. S. A. 












































“Republic” 


LINE, DRIVE and DRILL PIPE 
TUBING and CASING 


Full Standard Weight Steam, Gas and 
Water Pipe—Black and Galvanized. 
Extra Strong and Double Extra Strong 


Republic Iron and Steel Co. 


General Offices, Republic Building 
YOUNGSTOWN, OHIO 


Sales Offices: 


DALLAS 
NEW YORK 











SAN FRANCISCO 
ST. LOUIS 


PITTSBURGH 
PHILADELPHIA 


CLEVELAND 
DETROIT 


CHICAGO 
CINCINNATI 


BIRMINGHAM 
BUFFALO 









































16 


THE OIL AND 


GAS JOURNAL 





Thursday, 





of 80 acres out of the Hardin, adjoining 
the 80 acres of the Humble-Gulf Co.s on 
which the gusher is located. The Tarver 
Co. has 29 wells. The Gulf Co. paid 
$1,500,000 for the Hardin lease and three 
small leases in the south end of the pool. 
The Gulf Co. owns a half interest in the 
80 acres of the Humble-Gulf out of the 
Hardin, which it bought about six 
months ago from J. M. West, of Houston, 


for $200,000. The Tarver Oil Co.’s produc- 
tion ran between 3,000 and 3,500 bbis a 
day. The Producers Oil Co. is drilling 
No. 286 fee at 2,725 feet, and is rigging 


up for Nos. 288 and 289. The company is 
trying to pull six-inch from No. 1 Ash 
and drilling No. 1 Merchant at 2,300 
feet and No. 2 Merchant at 2,200 feet. 
The Primrose Oil Co. is rigging to start 
No. 5 Finkelstein and the Lake View Oil 
Co. has a derrick up for No. 5 Minor. 
The Hudson-White Oil Co. is rigging up 
for No. 3 Hardin, north of the Humbie- 
Gulf Co. lease. The Herring Co. is rig- 
ging for No. 1 Merchant. Simms et al. 
No. 1 fee is sidetracking from 1,600 feet, 
and No. 2 fee is drilling around 2,650 feet. 


is 


The Boston-Texas Oil Co. is drilling No. 3} — 


Gilbert at 3,150 feet, and the Lake Oil 
Co. is drilling No. 13 Herbert at 1,000 feet 
and sidetracking No. 1B Jackson at 1,700 
feet. The Holt Oil Co.’s No. 1 Franco is 
shut down at 1,635 feet, having showed 


salt water when it was tested at that 
depth. Bradley et al. are going to work 
over No. 2 Smith, an old hole, and the 
Sun Co. is setting screen in No. 40 
Geiscke, an old hole that has been worked 
to 2,275 feet. The Yount-Lee Oil Co. 


had a blow-out in No. 4 Lynn at 3,545 feet 
and lost about 200 feet of the hole. No. 
1 Lynn is drilling at 3,200 feet. Strainer 
is being set in No. 5 Merchant at 3,725 
feet for a test, and No. 6 Merchant is 
drilling at 3,285 feet. The Tarver Oil Co. 


(now Gulf Production Co.) is drilling No. 
30 at 1,000 feet, while No. 19 is being 
rigged up to work over. The Humble- 
Gulf companies are drilling No. .16 
Hardin at 1,500 feet, and are rigging 
up for No. 17. Huston’s Petroleum 
Co.’s No. 1 is shut down at 3,210 feet. 
The Graham Oil Co. is trying to pull 
strainer from No. 10 Bashara at 2,945 | 
feet. The Gulf Production Co. is deepen- 
ing No. 7 Jackson at 2,900 feet. 


In Other Pools. 
The Producers Oil Co.’s No. 1 Gray in 
the Markham pool blew out around 2,900 


feet. The company tested No. 4 Meyers 
at 1,900 feet and will probably abandon 
it. South of the pool the Doheny inter- 


ests are drilling No. 2 Smith with cable 
tools at 2,890 feet, and Hamil et al. are 
drilling No. 1 Kountz at 2,500 feet. The 
Powattan Oil Co. is preparing to go into | 
an old hole’ temporarily abandoned 
around 1,100 feet and has also acquired 
additional acreage in the pool. 

In the Batson pool the Phoenix Oil Co. 
is rigging up to start No. 4 Milhome, and 
the Gulf Production Co. is drilling No. 55 
Cohate at 2,155 feet. The Producers Oil | 
Co. has a fishing job in No. 1 Bucholtz at | 
3.800 feet, one mile northeast of the pool, | 





while the Sun Co. is drilling No. 55 Mil- 
home strip at 2,600 feet. 
But two rigs are operating in the old 


Spindletop pool, where the Gulf Produc- 
tion Co. is drilling No. 187 Gladys at 875 
feet, and the Unity Oil Co. is drilling No. 
67 McFadden at 600 feet. 

In the Saratoga pool the Rio Bravo Oil 
Co. is setting strainer in No. 354 fee at 
1,385 feet, and the Gulf Production Co. is | 
drilling No. 20-BBBe at 1,450 feet, while 
the Sun Co. is rigging up for No. 123 Har- 
rington. Payne et al. have a derrick up 
for No. 1 Ogden. 

South Louisiana. 
Gardner and asociates, of Phila- 
have bought a one-half interest 


m.. J. 
delphia, 


in the property of the Victory Oil Co., 
paying $157,000, of which $25,000 is in 
cash and the balance short-time notes. 
The Victory Oil Co. has a 40-acre fee 


the 
lease 


piece in 
12-acre 


west part 
in 


of the pool, and 
the center of the pool, 





with nine wells together with 1,200 acres 
in Morehouse parish. The deal is one of 
the largest of recent years in the pool. 
The Victory Co.’s production runs about 
1,000 bbls. per day. The company is drill- 
ing No. 11 Lilliard at 2,300 feet, and going 
in to deepen No. 9 of this lease, which is 
the 12-acre piece in the center of the pool. 
The Gulf Refining Co. is drilling No. 20 
Bright-Penn at 2,500 feet. Strainer is be- 
ing set in No. 3 Reed at 2,790 feet. The 
Lyons Gulf Coast Oil & Development Co. 
is drilling No. 1 Fairchild at 2,700 feet, 
and outside of the pool it is below 2,675 
feet on the Hewson. The Pelican Oil & 
Gas Co. has a derrick up for No. 1 Crow- 
ley. 

In the Jennings pool the Crowley Oil 
& Mineral Co. is drilling No. 61 fee at 
2,500 feet. The Gulf Refining Co. is drill- 
ing No. 2-A Clement at 2,475 feet, and the 
Evangeline Oil Co. is setting six-inch in 
No. 1 Crowley at 1,650 feet. Barden & 
Kendall tested No. 1 Hapgood and got 
salt water. It will be deepened. The Pro- 
ducers Oil Co. is setting strainer in No. 
47 fee at 2,167 feet for a test. 











In the Vinton pool the Gray Oil Co. is 
rigging to work over No. 4 Gray, an old 
hole. The Gulf Refining Co. is drilling 
No. 15 Star at 2,345 feet and No. 37 Gar- 
diner at 2,745 feet. The Gum Cove Oil 
Co. is below 3,050 feet in No. 3 Luckey, 
and the Vinton Petroleum, Co. is fishing 
in No. 8 Harmony at 2,400 feet. Brown 
and Babbittee are going back into No. 3 
Johnson to drill it deeper from 2,150 feet. 

Wildcat Wells. 

In Brazoria county Gibson, Wallace & 
Zahniser are driling below 1,100 feet at 
Rattlesnake Mound. At Hoskin’s Mound 
the Producers Oil Co. is driling No. 3 at 
1,400 feet and No. 5 at 900 feet. The 
company is also drilling two tests at 
West Columbia in Brazoria county. No. 
2 on the Smith land-is below 2,400 feet, 
and No. 5 Kiser is around 1,500 feet. In 
Liberty county Pitts et al. are drilling 
south of Dayton at 2,315 feet, and at Da- 
vis Hill the point third test of the Hum- 
ble Oil and the Gulf Production Co. is 
below 1,500 feet. The Empire Gas and 
Fuel Co. is below 1,300 feet with No. 3 
on the Minchey. 








In The Texas Panhandle 


By F. W. 


DRILLED DEEPER AT ELECTRA. 





MINERAL WELLS, Texas, Jan. 29.— 
Notwithstanding the great scarcity of 
water and the consequent shutting down 
of many of the drilling wells, the results 
of operations in the Texas Panhandle 
during the past week have been very sat- 
isfactory. Electra shows five comple- 
tions, with a total of 960 bbls. of new 
production, and the greater part of this 
comes from old wells that had declined 
in output in the shallow sands and have 
been drilled deeper. Wildcat operators 
are digging and drilling water wells and 
laying pipe lines for miles, in an attempt 
to get the necessary water with which 
to test out their holdings. 

Of the completions at Electra the Pro- 
ducers Oil Co. got the lion’s share with 
two fine wells on the Bickley, No. 61 com- 
ing in a 600-bbl. producer at 1,945 feet, 
with 18 feet of pay, and No. 59, completed 
at 1,933 to 1,949 feet, good for 150 bbls. 
No. 80 Waggoner is also a 150-bbl. well at 
2,022 feet, with 16 feet of sand. These 
three wells had long been producing from 
the shallow sands; but had failed until it 
was thought unprofitable to pump them 
longer, and they were drilled deeper, with 
results as above stated. No. 48 Bickley 
was drilled in at 1,075 feet, good for 10 
bbls. The rig on No. 46 Honaker, drill- 
ing at 1,155 feet, burned down, but is be- 
ing rebuilt and work will be resumed as 
soon as possible. 

The Magnolia Petroleum Co. got a 50- 
bbl. well when it completed H. & T. C. 
No. 18 at 1,953 feet, having drilled 10 feet 
into the pay. S. E. Honaker No. 31 has 
failed in the 1,530 foot and Putnam No. 38 
in the 1,100-foot sand, and both are now 
being drilled deeper. Twelve of the drill- 
ing wells are shut down temporarily, 
most of them waiting for water. 

The only news from Burkburnett con- 
cerns the drilling in and shooting of the 
Jackson-Boyd well on the Bashara land, 
north of Iowa Park and south of the 
Burkburnett field. On shooting, this well 
bridged over and it was thought to be 
dry, but it has been cleaned out and the 
hole filled up with oil. It is estimated to 
be good for about 10 bbls. This is an 
important well, though small, as it indi- 
cates an extension of the Burkburnett 
field of about a mile to the south. 


Work in Archer County. 


The excitement over the new field in 
Archer county shows no sign of abate- 
ment; in fact, it apears to be increasing. 





BRIDGE 


While all of the desirable acreage has 
been secured, leases and even fractional 
parts of leases are changing hands daily 
at rapidly increasing prices. New com- 
panies are being organized to drill on 
the tracts that have been secured, loca- 
tions are being made, derricks are being 
built and, where water can be secured, 
drilling is under way. 

The discovery well, Panther No. 1, is 
still pumping about 20 bbls.; Panther No. 
2 has been put on the pump and is pro- 
ducing 120 bbls., and the 66 Oil Co.’s No. 
1 has increased its output and is now 
pumping about 80 bbls., and Coline No. 1 
Knight, west of Holliday, has an output 
of about 30 bbls. 

Panther No. 3 has spudded in and is 
drilling. The Big Bluff Oil Co., a new 
company organized in Wichita Falls, is 
drilling on the Carson tract, about four 
miles east of Holliday, at 500 feet and has 
already had two shallow showings. The 
Gulf Production Co. is getting ready to 
drill northeast of Holliday; the 400 Oil 
Co. has built a rig on Block 3 of the G. 
T. Netherton land, southwest of Holliday, 
and has contracted with Martin Rowe for 
the drilling of a well to be commenced at 
once. Water lines are being laid to a 
small lake to the north. Reese Allen, on 
the Woodrum ranch, is still drilling, but 
the present depth is not reported. The 
Holliday Oil Co., to the south, is drilling 
at 1,100 feet, and the Wichita-Archer, 
east of Archer City, is drilling at 1,200, 
after passing a sund with a showing of 
oil. Coline No. 1 Orton is shut down 
waiting for water. 

Among the companies organized in 
Wichita recently to drill in Archer Coun- 
ty are the Mid-Continent Oil Co., capital- 
ized at $25,000, W. W. Silk president, with 
holdings near the Panther and Sixty-Six 
wells; the Allen Oil Co., with $50,000 cap- 
ital, W. M. McGregor, president, having 
acreage south of the Panther well, and 
the 400 Oil Co., $17,000 capital, Col. Jack 
Kelly, president, with holdings southwest 
of Holliday. 

The Panhandle Refining Co. has laid a 
two-inch line to the field and is about 
ready to begin running the oil. 

In Wichita County, five miles west of 
Wichita Falls, the Stone Oil Co., is drill- 
ing at 1,600 feet, and a second effort is 
about to be made to pull down the $10,000 
bonus offered by the Wichita Falls Cham- 
ber of Commerce, as W. A. Turner and 
associates have secured a block of acre- 
age within three miles of the city and 








have a location on the Dave Thomas 
farm, where they propose to drill a test. 

Culbertson et al. are drilling two wells 
near Beaver Creek, on the Waggoner 
Bros. land, south of the Electra pool, 
their Nos. 5 and 6. Both are shut down, 
the former at 1,740 and the latter at 820. 
It apepars now that No. 5 was shut down 
in a pay sand, as the hole has filled up 
with oil. It is to be drilled in and put 
on the pump. The oil tests 42% Baume. 

In Stephens County. 

Stephens County reports show T. & P. 
Coal Co.’s Coody No. 1 setting six-inch 
casing with packer, to shut off the water 
coming from about. It appears that the 
eight-inch casing was hanging on the 
clamps and when the gasser came in the 
casing was dropped, in an attempt to 
lower it, and parted, letting in the water. 
The well on the Wright is still drilling at 
3,292 feet, with no change in the forma- 
tion; in the Sloan test, at Crystal Falls, 
eight-inch casing has been set to shut off 
the salt water encountered at 2,000 feet, 
and it is now drilling at 2,910; Harrison 
No. 1 is shut down with four strings of 
tools in the hole, but the tools have been 
fished out of the Binney and drilling is 
again in progress at about 1,750. <A typo- 
graphical error last week shows this test 
as fishing at 3,270. 

The T. & P. Coal Co. also has timbers 
on the ground for a rig for its Gaston No. 
1, on the Albert Sidney Johnston survey, 
three miles northwest of the Solan test 
at Crystal Falls, and have two more drill- 
ing contracts in this neighborhood, the 
one on the Scott land and the other on 
the Williams, north of the Scott, in the 
southern edge of Young County. 

South of Breckinridge the Producers Oil 
Co.’s Parks No. 2 is drilling in lime at 
1,225 feet, and an attempt is being made 
to shut off the gas and resume drilling, 
as it is desired to test out the oll sands 
that lie deeper. A casing head has been 
put on and mud is being forced into the 
well by heavy pumps, but so far each 
time the well is opened the gas flows as 
strongly as ever. The rock pressure is 
estimated at over 1,000 feet. S. D. Felt 
et al., drilling on the Brown farm, south 
of the Parks, are again shut down at 
2,221 feet, with a broken sand line and 
the Gulf Production Co., on the Fincher, 
is getting ready to drill. A small drilling 
machine has been set up close to this rig 
and two water wells have already been 
completed, to furnish water for the drill- 
ing of this test. 

O. B. Colquitt, ex-Governor of Texas, 
has leased the bed of the Brazos river in 
Stephens County, extending into Palo 
Pinto County, with the intention of drill- 
ing tests for oil and gas. 


Palo Pinto County. 


At Strawn, in Palo Pinto County, Texas 
& Pacific Coal Co., fee No. 127, reported 
last week as drilled in, has been shot and 
is good for 40 bbls. at 870 feet, with 20 
feet of pay; fee No. 28 is a 50-bbl. well at 
890 feet, 19 feet in the sand; fee No. 129 
was abandoned as dry at 860 feet, and fee 
No. 130, drilled in the gas territory, was 
a duster at 700 feet. Fee No. 131, located 
250 feet west and 50 feet south of No. 124, 
is spudding in, and a location has been 
made for fee No. 132, 500 feet east of No. 
131. The Pleasant Valley Oil Co., drilling 
south of Gordon, which has been fishing 
for some time, has now recovered the 
tools and resumed drilling at about 1,740 
feet. 

South of Mineral Wells the deep test of 
the Empire Gas & Fuel Co., on the 
Chestnut ranch, is still shut down on 4 
sand, waiting for five-inch casing. One 
car has been received and the other is ex- 
pected at once. As soon as the casing 
can be hauled out to the well it will be 
drilled in. Much interest has been mani- 
fested in the developments in this test, 
and the drilling in is being anxiously 
awaited. The test on the Yell farm is 
still drilling at 2,020 feet, but it is under- 
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You can get them at your dealers. 
Why take chances on welded shoes? 
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15 Reeves Vertical Gas Engines Installed 
in Gasoline Plants in Past Four Months 





HIS demonstrates that the higher 

first cost, economical, and reliable 

Gas Engine of the vertical type is 
being recognized by the oil men as a 
competitor of the two-cycle and cheaper 
engines installed heretofore almost ex- 
clusively in the oil field. 


Expressions of satisfaction from owners 
and repeat orders evidence the appreciation 
of ‘‘higher grade’’ instead of ‘‘cheap 
first cost.”’ 





Engines built for direct connection to 
Compressors and Generators as well as 
belt driven. 





Send all inquiries for engines and line 
work to 





THREE 175-H, P. THREE-CYLINDER REEVES GAS ENGINES, BELT CONNECTED TO INGER- 
SOLL RAND GASOLINE COMPRESSORS IN GASOLINE PLANT OF 
THE B. B. STROUD CO., BRADFORD, PA. 


HOPE ENGINEERING & SUPPLY CO. 


PITTSBURGH, PA. MT. VERNON, OHIO . TULSA, OKLA. 
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Wright Wire Rope for Oil Field Service 


Is the best drilling cable that money can buy. ; 
Manufacturing our own wire insures uniformity of product, which, together 
with skilled workmanship and careful inspection, guarantees to the purchaser a 
drilling cable unsurpassed by any other manufactured. The name isa guarantee. 


WRIGHT WIRE COMPANY 
WORCESTER, MASS. 
H. W. BLACK, Sales Agent io 206, 207 Seaman Bldg., TULSA, OKLA 
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stood that the geologists of the Empire 
Co. have now condemned the location as 
being off structure, and it will probablye 
be abandoned soon. Palmer & Owen have 
spudded in on the Jacques well, east of 
the Nobles gasser and are drilling. 


West of Palo Pinto the new standard 
rig to replace the one burned some time 
ago, is now ready, and the contractors 
have a bad fishing job on hand, with two 
strings of tools in the hole, which is not 
eased. Drilling is in progress with a ma- 
chine, further to the south, at 1,640 feet. 
These two tests are being drilled in by 
Owen & Wilson for the Sinclair Oil & Gas 
Co., on the Belding ranch. North of Palo 
Pinto, near the town of Graford, on the 
Holt ranch, Andy Urban drilling for the 
same company, has finally penetrated the 
“big lime” (130 feet), and is now drilling 
at 700 feet. ‘ 

In Parker County the Parker County 
Oil & Gas Co. is rigged up ready to spud 
in on the Mortens ranch, half a mile 
south of the gas well on the same land, 
and expect to begin drilling some time 
during the coming week. 


At the deep test being drilled for the 
Ft. Worth Oil Development Co., near the 
Polytechnic College, the contractor is still 
in trouble with the tools in the hole. He 
had hold of them with the casing last 
week, but failed to pull them, and is now 
trying to drill by. The Tarrant County 
Oil & Gas Co. is building a derrick on its 
block of leases near Forest Hill and ex- 
pect to begin drilling as soon as it can 
be rigged up. 


In Wildcat Territory. 


In Jack County, the deep test of the M. 
A. Lowe & Son, northeast of Jacksboro, 
has been abandoned at 3,300 feet, the well 
plugged and the casing pulled, and the 
casing is now being pulled from the deep 
test on the Steinhouse lease. Campbell 
& Roop are hauling casing to their well 
on the DeWitt lease and expect to case 
off the salt water and put it on the pump 
within a few days. 

Cc. F. Coleord, of Oklahoma City, who 
is interested in the North American Re- 
fining Corporation of Oklahoma and Kan- 
sas, ahs secured a block of leases, consist- 
ing of about 12,000 acres, south of Gra- 
ham, in Young County, in the big bend of 
the river, around the town of South Bend, 
and proposes to drill a deep test for oil or 
gas. Chas. N. Gould, ex-state geologist 
of the State of Oklahoma, is now on the 
ground making a thorough geological sur- 


vey, in search of the most favorable loca- 
tion for the test. A rig builder has al- 
ready been secured and a derrick will be 


erected as soon as the location is made. 


In Johnson County, Louisiana parties 
have secured a block of leases near the 
town of Parker, north of Cleburne, and 
have built a rig on the Harris place to 
drill a well for oil and gas as soon as 
water can be secured. At the present 
time they are drilling a water well in an 
effort to get a supply for drilling. 

One mile north of Wolfe City, in Hunt 
County, the well being drilled for the 
Wolfe City Petroleum Co. has reached a 
depth of 800 feet, and the contractor re- 
ports indications good. 

Oklahoma parties, drilling on the Jack- 
son farm near Moran, in Shackelford 
County, have abandoned the hole as dry 
at’-2,440 feet, with two joints of pipe, an 
under reamer and a string of tools in the 
hole. 


Personals. 


Cc. F. Coleord, of the North American 
Refining Corporation, Oklahoma City, 


with his wife and daughter, are sojourn- 
ing in Mineral Wells for a time and drink- 
ing the health-giving waters. 

Dean R. Lowe, of Bartlesville, Okla., is 
in Mineral Wells for a visit with his 
friends. 

A. G. Reade, of the Lone Star Gas Co., 
Fort Worth, was in Mineral Wells last 
week. He has been looking over the gas 
situation in Palo Pinto and Stephens 
counties. 

E. W. Hiner, of Lima, Ohio, who has 
been in Minteral Wells for some time, 
drinking the water and looking over the 
oil and gas situation, left last week for 
Florence Villa, Fla., wherehe will join his 


Healdton Field 


NEW HEALDTON, Okla., Jan. 29.— 
Healdton producers are taking an active 
inttrest in pending legislation affecting 
the oil business in the State, and several 
of them are in Oklahoma City at the 
meeting called there for a discussion of 
the pending measures. It is the opinion 
here that 2 per cent will make all the rev- 
enue the State will need, and that the 
tax should not be higher than that. The 
Ardmore Chamber of Commerce has 
adopted resolutions setting forth opinions 
that are in harmony with the views of 
the field men.- In other words, the com- 
nercial interests and the oil interests of 
the county are working together. 


There has been much speculation con- 
cerning the new sand found by the Car- 
ter Oil Co. on the Pugh farm in the 
southwest corner of Section 18-4-2. The 
sand was picked up at 1,860 feet, when 
the sands in the adjoining wells were 
found at 1,100 to 1,150 feet. The well is 
being tubed today, and it is probable 
that the production will go as high as 90 
bbls. It is probably an edge well, and 
other drilling will be done in that direc- 
tion to determine the wealth of the new 
field. Gunsburg & Forman have pur- 
chased 420 of the 640 acres in Section 19- 
4-2. These operators have a well in the 
northwest corner of Section 19, but it was 
drilled only to the shallow sand, and it is 
not good for more than 15 bbls. 

The Texas Co., which started two 
crews of men on construction work at 
Red River, one working toward Sherman 
and the other working toward Healdton, 
is now stringing pipe through Carter 
County. 

The Pierce Fordyce Oil Association has 
a crew of surveyors between Fort Worth 
and Healdton. They began at the Texas 
end and have crossed Red River coming 
this way. The company has 25 miles of 
eight-inch pipe now in transit. The Pierce 
Fordye Co. is represented in the fields by 
R. L. Steiner, and Guy T. Lawrence of 
the Dallas office has been employed as 
Mr. Steiner’s assistant. 

The Yarhola Pipe Line Co. is making 
good progress with its six-inch line from 
Healdton to Cushing. A pump station 
is being built in Section 3 at Haldton, and 
this station is being duplicated on the 
line, 10 miles east of Purcell. The engine 
weighs 30 tons and has a capacity of 200- 
horsepower. An electric light plant and 
an ice plant are being installed at the 
Healdton station and the homes being 
built by the company for its employes 
will have every convenience that a home 
in the city can have. 

The Coline Oil Co., which was pur- 
chased for $1,000,000 by the Santa Fe 
Railway Co. from local parties, has re- 
fused to sell to the Sinclair Oil & Gas Co. 
for $2,500,000. It is said that the Santa 
Fe did not give serious consideration to 
the offer. 

The Coline Oil Co. will move into its 
new offices about March 1. These offices 
are built above the business office of the 
new freight station which the company is 
building to take the place of the station 
destroyed by the explosion of September 





27, 1915. These offices will be as modern 
as money and architecture can make 
them. 


Operations at Fox. 


In the Fox district, the Gypsy Oil Co. is 
making desperate efforts to control the 
gas pressure in No. 1 Morris in Section 
28-2-8. It has been lubricated now and 
the gas is being conserved. Deeper drill 
ing will be attempted. The company is 
of the opinion that beneath the heavy gas 
sand lies a prolific oil sand, and it is very 
anxious to make the test, and for that 
reason the State is co-operating with the 
company in the Fox country. The Gypsy 
is making new locations in the district, 
it is putting in a supply store there and 
is playing the district as oil territory. Its 
two wells in the township to the west are 
not looking favorable. The Brodie well in 
Section 9-2-4, which was taken over and 
deepened by the Gypsy, has reached a 
depth of 3,000 feet, and the chances are 
good that it will be abandoned. The well 
in Section 13-2-4 has been drilled to some- 
thing over 2,400 feet, and will likely be 





family. 


drilled deeper. These wells are being used 


to good. advantage by the Gypsy in study- 
ing the formations in the Fox district. 
Very heavy rigs are being built in the 
Fox country and several wells are drill- 
ing or being started there now. McMan 
Oil Co. has made a location west of No. 
1 in Section 20-2-3, and on the west of 
that the Plains Co. has a rig up. 

Prairie Oil & Gas Co. has spent $50,000 
here with B. B. Jones and R. L. Steiner 
in the purchase of a 50-acre lease in the 
southeast quarter of Section 16-4s-3w and 
190 acres in Section 8-2-3 in the Fox dis- 
trict. The latter lease carries with it a 
test well which has been drilled to 1,530 
feet, and which the Prairie will take over 
and complete. 

J. G. Adkins, who has been successful 
with properties in the Healdton field, has 
sold out his production and will take 
charge of the property of the American 
Industrial Oil Co., and states that he will 
drill a series of wells to a 700-foot sand 
found by this company in Section 19-4s- 
lw. The oll here is of a heavy grade and 
the production is light, but the shallow- 
ness of the sands will probably make the 
field pay in a small way. 

The Pensylvania Oil Co. has a rig up 
and is moving in tools on the Dr. Dow 
Taylor farm in Section 17-3s-lw. Ase 
Michaels has the drilling contract. 

G. E. Burford is preparing to use oil 
for fuel in Section 26-5s-2w, and drilling 
will be resumed there at 200 feet. - 

Gates Oil Co. on 120 acres of Simpson 
fee, located east of the center of Section 
14-4-3, will start a test at once. The rig 
is being built now. This test will be 








drilled to a depth of at least 2,000 feet if 
necessary. 

Twin State Oil Co. on the Ingram lease 
in the northeast corner of the southwest 
quarter of Section 16-4-3 reached the top 
of the sand at 1,284 feet, which is 50 to 
60 feet deeper than the wells to the east. 
Producers are of the opinion that it is 
either a new sand or so sharp a dip that 
it means the sand is playing out. B. A. 
Simpson and associates are beginning a 
test in the same section across a 40-acre 
tract to the southeast. 

Evans & Boles have idenienes their 
test in Section 25-3s-4w at 1,210 feet. 
Other wells have been drilled in that 
area, but no deep tests have been drilled 
there. 

Bayon-1911 Oil Co.s are starting a well 
in the southwest of Section 33-3-3 offset- 
ting on the south the dry hole drilled in 
the early days of the field by Godfrey- 
Chapman and McMan Oil Co. ‘To the 
east of the same dry hole, G. W. Strawn 
has made. two new locations and that 
portion of the field will be tested out. A 
lead to the north, similar to the one that 
led up through Section 31 and into Sec- 
tion 30 is expected in this portion of the 
field. 

Drills are starting in the northeast ex- 
tension and it will not be very long until 
the extent of the McDonald sand found 
in the northeast corner of Section 33-3-3 
will be determined. 

Pierce Fordyce in Section 13 -7s-3w is 
drilling at about 1,800 and the formations 
are said to be looking favorable. 

J. 2. BD. 





COLD WEATHER AND HIGH WATER. 





PITTSBURG, Jan. 29.—The week of de- 
velopment work in the Eastern fields was 
desultory and attracted very little atten- 
tion. The cold weathér and high water 
proved much of a hindrance to operations 
in a good many districts. The enforced 
delays only served to make operators all 
the more determined to push development 
work with greater energy as soon as 
weather conditions are favorable. With 
the return of spring and the roads set- 
tled, there will be an imediate and unpre- 
cedented rush to start new work. Opera- 
tors are so pleased with the high market 
that they will not hesitate to drill at any 
location if it promises to give a little new 
production. During the current year, if 
the market remains firm, there will be 
no limit to the amount of light territory 
developed in all sections of the Eastern 
fields. It-will no doubt prove profitable to 
producers, but will not go far in the way 
of increasing production. The operator 
who can prevent his production from 
showing a decline will be very fortunate. 
With the demand exceeding production, 
Eastern operators can see no reason why 
the market should decline. However, one 
hears less talk of the prospects for an ad- 
vance in the immediate future. 


The best oil well completed during the 
week was found in the Cabin Creek dis- 
trict, Kanawha County. It is the Colum- 
bus Producing Co.’s No. 41 on the Wil- 
liams Coal Co.’s tract. It is estimated 
to be good for 80 bbls. a day. There is 
no other development in the Eastern 
fields that can compare with Cabin Creek 
district in the amount of new production 
and undeveloped territory. Up to the 
present time the Columbus Producing Co. 
has completed more than 40 wells on the 
Williams Coal Co.’s tract, and has not 
encountered a dry hole. This is an un- 
usual record. The field has not been de- 
fined, and the eastern extension looks 
very promising. The eight or ten new 
wells now drilling on the east side of 
Cabin Creek will, when completed, deter- 
mine possibilities for new production in 
that section. 


In the Weir sand development on Blue 
Creek, Elk district, Kanawha County, W. 
Va., the Ohio Fuel Oil Co. has completed 
a brace of fair producers. No. 4 on the 
M. & Nancy J. Van Camp farm is good 
for 50 bbis. a day, and the same com- 





pany’s No. 11 on the G. W. Belcher farm 





Pennsylvania-West Virginia 


By D. S. WAKENIGHT 


is the other and placed 30 bbls to its 
credit the first 14 hours. 

There is a good deal of new work start- 
ing in Elk district. On Indian Creek, the 
Ohio Fuel Gas Co. has the rig completed 
for No. 13 on lease No. 2 of the W. J. 
Morris farm. The same company has 
started to drill a second test on the J. S. 
Burdette farm, located in the same dis- 
trict. In Sheridan district, the Guyan Oil 
Co.’s No. 27 on the Gyandotte Land Asso- 
ciation Co.’s tract, is producing 20 bbls a 
day from the Big Lime formation. 

In the list of late completions, gas wells 
are conspicuous. On Little Elk Creek, 
Sardis district, Harrison County, the 
Hope Natural Gas Co. got a fair gasser in 
the 50-foot sand at its test on the Carry 
E. Lyons farm. In Courthouse district, 
Lewis County, the same company’s test 
on the T. R. Ellis farm is a gasser in the 
Gordon sand. 

On Long Drain Run, Church district, 
Wetzel County, the Philadelphia Co. 
drilled a second test on the W. C. Garner 
farm through the Big Injun sand and 
found nothing. It is now driling to the 
lower sands. On Knob Fork, Center dis- 
trict, the Hope Natural Gas Co.’s second 
test on the J. Brookover farm is a gasser 
in the fourth sand. 

In the 30-foot pool on Dent’s Run, Man- 
nington district, Marion County, F. W. 
Bartlett gave his No. 3 on the Z| E. Bat- 
son farm a shot and the ensuing 15 hours 
the well produced 660 bbls. In the same 
pool, the Delmar Oil Co.’s No. 26 on the 
John L. Hays farm is producing 305 bbls. 
No. 27 on the same farm, shot last Thurs- 
day, has dropped back to 114 bbls. W. 
W. Hepburn’s No. 5 on the Alfred Kendiil 
farm, drilled down from the Big Injun io 
= 30-foot sand, is producing 205 bbls. 2 

ay. 

Starting and Drilling Tests. 

On Buckeye Fork, Greenbrier district, 
Doddridge County, the East Oil Co. is 
due in the Big Injun sand on the L. ©. 
Hickman farm. In the same district, E:- 
nest Randolph & Co. have the rig com- 
pleted for a test on the Lydia Sutton 
heirs’ farm. In the way of trying out ne. 
territory, Braxton County is well to the 
front. In Salt Lick district, the Philade'!- 
phia Co. has started to drill on the C. H. 
Bosley and M. J. Clawson farms. The 
same company has a rig completed on the 
L. T. Shock farm and has hauled in the 
rig timbers on the R. E. Hopkins and 17. 
F. Carney farms. In the same district, 
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For Pipe-Line—Gathering, Transferring, Refinery and 
other Oil Pumping Services, use 


AOULDS: 


FOR EVERY SERVICE 


Our many years of experience in building pumps for a large number of oil producers and refiners, puts us 


in a position to be of valuable service to you. 
Let us acquaint you with the many types of Goulds Oil Pumps and show you the many installations where 
they are giving daily proof of their te yaied and dependability. Have you a complete set of Goulds Bulletins? 


THE GOULDS MANUFACTURING COMPANY 


Main Office and Works, SENECA FALLS, N. Y. 
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Goulds Fig. 1521 Horizontal Triplex Pump. 
Type of pump for capacities of 8,000 to 25,000 barrels of oil per day. 
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the Clayton Oil & Gas Co. has the rig 
completed for a test on the Central Lum- 
ber Co.’s tract. 

The Hope Natural Gas Co. is taking an 
active part in testing out Salt Lick dis- 
trict, Braxton county. This company is 
drilling tests on the Mary Carder, R. F. 
Ritter and May Mick farms. On Little 
Ten Mile Creek, Sardis district, the Vic- 
toria Oil & Gas Co. is starting on the R. 
L. Ashcraft farm. 

Southeastern Ohio. 

In the deep sand territory in Green 
Township, Hocking County, the Fisher 
Oil Co. has drilled No. 4 on the J. W. 
Brian farm into the Clinton sand, and it 
shows for a good producer. In Ward 
Township, the Chartiers Oil Co. has 
started to drill No. 120 on the Hocking 
Valley Products Co.’s property. In the 
Union Furnace district, Starr Ttownship, 
the Preston Oil Co. has the rigs com- 
pleted for a test on the Henry Todd farm 
and a sécond test on the O. & M. Patton 
farms. The same company’s test on the 
B. & B. Harden farm is due in the Clin- 
ton sand. 





Fields of The 


In the northern end of the field in Lick- 
ing Township, Muskingum County, the 
Ohio Cities Gas Co. drilled a test on the 
Henry Wiles farm through the Clinton 
sand. It is a very light pumper. In Cass 
Township, George Guthrie & Co. are drill- 
ing a wildcat on the Jay Little farm. 


In shallow sand territory, Reas Run dis- 
trict, Independence Township, Washing- 
ton County, W. E. Sykes & Co. have com- 
pleted a test on the J. Bliss farm. It is 
showing for a 15-bbl. pumper in the salt 
sand. No. 2 on this farm was completed 
first and came in a duster. The same 
parties have started to drill a test on the 
R. Edwards farm. 

Gusher Reported in Kentucky. 

A rumor was current yesterday to the 
effect that a 500-bbl. gusher had been 
struck in Jackson County, Kentucky. 
Careful inquiry failed to bring confirma- 
tion of the rumor. In these days when 
all are anxious to secure new producing 
territory, many rumors of alleged strikes 
are floating around and very few are 
founded on fact. 


Central West 





By ‘‘WHIT”’ 


MARKET ADVANCES 5 CENTS. | 





FINDLAY, Ohio, Jan. 30.—This morn- 
ing the Ohio Oil Co. posted an advance 
of 5 cents in North and South Lima, In- 
diana, lllinois, Wooster and Princeton. 


LOOKING TO PULASKI COUNTY. 


FINDLAY, Ohio, Jan. 29.—The Cumber- 
land Pipe Line Co. has leased offices in 
the Citizens National Bank building at} 
Winchester, Ky., and will soon open head-| 
quarters there, the present offices to be| 
transferred from Somerset. A private tel-| 
egraph wire will be installed from the of-| 
fice of the company to the Estill County 
field, and the company will make the 
move as soon as work is completed. A 
lease has been made for a term of years, 
and includes the entire second floor of 
the bank building. 

There is little doubt but there will be 
extensive drilling operations in Pulaski 
County with the coming spring. A great 
many outside oil men who have leased 
land in the county, it is reported, will de- 
velop their holdings as the weather opens 
up. These men look upon Pulaski County 
as a rich field. A number of companies 
that are operating in Estill County are 
holders of leases in Pulaski County. A 
plan is on foot to organize a local com- 
pany at Somerset and drill several tests. 
Several of the business men of Somerset 
have signified their intentions of taking 
stock in such a concern, realizing the fact 
that should oil be found in the county, it 
would be a big boon for Somerset. Within 
the past few days inquiry has come to 
Somerset from New York and Oklahoma 





oil men about conditions in Pulaski 
County. 
Two more wells are to be _ started 


within the next few weeks in the newly 
discovered gas field near Denton, in the 
eastern part of Carter County. The well 
of the Big Chance Gas, Oil & Mining Co., 
which struck such a nice gas pay re- 
cently, is drilling deeper and has reached 
a depth of close to 1,000 feet. The well 
shows for about 2,000,000 cubic feet, and 
will be utilized for the drilling of other 
wells. Additional leases are being taken 
up in the eastern part of the county, and 
the leasing of territory is gradually work- 
ing westward over the county. 

Bstill County’s tax assesment for 1917 
is still undecided, the Board of Supervis- 
ors and oil operators having failed to 
come to a decision at a meeting held at 
the court house recently. Just what will 
be the outcome is, of course, a matter of 
conjecture. The oil operators show no 
indication of accepting the assessment as 
made by the supervisors, and the super- 
visors show no indication of accepting 
the plan advanced by the operators. The 
board intimated that the assessments as 
made would stand, while it is thought the 
operators will take the matter to court 
unless some other plan is reached. It will 
be remembered that some years ago, 
when there was some protection in Ten- 
nessee, that an attempt was made to 
boost the taxes to such an extent that 
neither the operators nor pipe line com- 
panies could stand it, and for that rea- 
son alone, there is practically no oil be- 
ing produced in the State, nor is there a 
pipe line to handle the oil, if the oil was 
there. Oil men as a generai rule are most 
willing to pay taxes on what the valua- 


Tax Supervisors want to boost the tax on 
oil property, they should investigate the 
tax in other States on the same product, 
and then fix a rate accordingly. 

The oil well owners declare the tangi- 
ble property only should be assessed, say- 
ing they could not tell what oil was in a 
well, and there there is no way of telling 
how to assess it. They declare they would 
be willing to be assessed on a basis of so 
much for each well, and gave as a fair 
average from $400 to $500. This would 
men an assessment of less than half a 
million dollars. The assessment made by 
the supervisors was upwards of $4,000,000. 
The Board of Supervisors is composed of 
Elias Brewer, H. E. Neal, James Riddell, 
William Fielder and Matt Lowery. 

Some parts of Bstill County reminds 
one of ‘‘Post Hole” wells; at least Mel- 
dren & Keating can almost drill wells on 
their A. Q. Wilson lease with an augur. 
A well can be drilled on this lease within 
48 hours after the spudding starts. No. 
10 well struck the pay sand at 86 feet, 
and produced close to 150 barrels. This 
is the shallowest well of value in the 
county, although a former well on the 
same farm, found the pay at 93 feet. 
This lease is in the Station Camp section 
of the county. 

Late Estill County Wells. 

Gaines, Marcum & Neely’s No. 6 on the 
John Edwards farm, pumped 10 bbls. 
The LeRoy Adams Oil Co.’s No. 3 Walter 
Shouse farm, pumped 20 bbls.; No. 1 J. J. 
Watson farm, pumped 20 bbls, and No. 2 
William Shouse farm, pumped 15 bbls. 

The Carter Oil Co.’s first attempt at op- 
erating in Kentucky proved very satis- 
factory and productive, as its well on the 
J. F. Wagers farm is credited with a pro- 
duction of 100 bbls. Meldren & Keating’s 
No. 10 on the A. Q. Wilson farm produced 
150 bbls. The Hobart Scott Co.’s No. 13 
Hare-Young farm pumped 100 bbls. The 
Sun Co., a new one in the field, has just 
drilled in a 50-bbl. well on the Jeptha Tip- 
son farm. 

W. S. Raydure, one of the real active 
operators of the field, has drilled in two 
dry holes in Nos. 3 and 4 on the Harry 
Jones farm, and a 25-bl. pumper in No. 17 
on the Williams et al. farm. The Van Oil 
Co.’s No. 4 Henry Watson farm pumped 
10 bbls. The Maple Oil Co.’s No. 16 on 
the Williams et al. farm pumped 10 bbls, 
and No. 17 was a dry hole. The J. A. P. 
Oil Co. also drilled in a duster in No. 4 
on the Leete & Wilt farm. 

The Wood Oil Co.’s No. 14 on the Mar- 
garet Puckett farm pumped 20 bbls. Its 
Nos. 18 and 19 on the J. M. Garrett farm 
pumped 10 and 15 bbls. The Maple Oil 
Co.’s No. 14 on the Williams et al. farm 
pumped 10 bbls. Wilson & Neely’s No. 6 
on the C. B. Moberly farm pumped 40 
bbls. 

The Sayer-Hervey Oil Co.’s No. 9 on 
the W. W. Henderson farm produced 100 
bbls. The Arco Oil Co.’s No. 4 N. D. 
Wireman farm pumped 35 bbls. The Ohio 
Fuel Oil Co.’s No. 4 S. M. Maple farm 
pumped 30 bbls. The Hobart Scott Co.’s 
No. 12 Hare-Young farm pumped 30 bbls. 
Scott & Redway’s well on the Walter 
Sample farm pumped 10 bbls. The United 
Oil Co.’s No. 18 A. N. Pasley farm 
pumped 5 bbls. 

Hearne & Beck drilled a dry hole in 
the Sand Springs district of Jackson 
County to a depth of 690 feet, where nine 
feet of sand was found full of salt water. 





tion should be, and if the Bstill County 


The Daniel Boone Oil Co. struck a nice 





flow of gas at 218 feet in a test on the 
Albert Shuler farm, in the Parlor Grove 
district, in Lincoln County. The second 
well is now under way. 

The Indiana Field. 

In the old Trenton rock section of the 
Indiana field, the Jones-Lyon Oil Co.’s 
second test on the S. BE. Davis farm, Sec- 
tion 21, Penn Township, Jay County, 
pumped 15 bbls., and No. 3 is drilling. 
The Ohio Oil Co.’s test on the Jacob 
Waltz farm, Section 21, was dry. A. Har- 
dison has a rig on the N. Thomas farm, 
and Hood and others a rig on the L. M. 
Edmundson farm, both in Section 21. 

In Washington Township Gibson Coun- 
ty, in the western section of Indiana, 
Taylor et al. drilled in a well on the Mt. 
Olympus’ school ground, eight miles 
northeast of Princton in Lot 12. There 
was 17 feet of oil sand but only a slight 
showing of oil. , The well showed some 
gas, and it will be utilized as a gas well. 
The Indian Refining Co. tore down the 
rig on the M. Nixon farm, Lot 112, and re- 
moved it to the C. L. & Bell Mouncey 
farm, Section 1. The Central Refining Co. 
is drilling a test on the J. H. Thomas 
farm, Lot 116, instead of on the J. C. 
Jones farm. 

In Washington Township, Pike County 
the Ohio Oil Co. is driling on the Della 
Gray farm, Section 32, and A. B. Bement 
is drilling a test on the A. H. George 
farm. In Monroe Township Michael Mur- 
phy is drilling No. 4 Bertha Wilhelm 
farm. : 

In Madison Township, Pike County, the 
Ohio Oil Co. is drilling No. 6 Sarah J. 
Thomas farm; No. 5 J. C. Brady farm; 
No. 1 John A. Sutton farm and No. 3 
James O. Sutton farm, all in Section 30. 
Michael Murphy is drilling a test on the 
G. W. Read farm, Section 31. 

In Gill Township, Sullivan County, 
Marks & Kraft drilled a dry hole in No. 
10 on the M. F. Gambill farm, Section 1. 
The Hamilton Oil & Gas Co. is drilling 
No. 16 F. E. Sanders farm, Section 31, 
Hamilton Township. Steel & Eaton are 
drilling a test on the J. Parson farb, Sec- 
tion 32, Turman Township. 

In Erie Township, Miami County, in the 
old Peru field, the Jefferson Oil & Gas 
Co.’s No. 2 on the A. Baker farm, Section 
18, pumped 5 bbls. 


The Lima Field. 

The best of the late completions in the 
old Lima field of Northwestern Ohio is 
the Ohio Oil Co.’s second well on the J. 
M. Beard farm, Section 7, Portage Town- 
ship, Wood County, with a production of 
50 bblis., and No. 3 is a rig up. 

In Douchouquet Township, Auglaize 
County, the Hopewell Oil Co.s test on the 
J. Mowyer farm, Section 35, pumped 35 
bbis., and will lead up to some active 
work in that vicinity when better 
weather comes for work. 

In Willshire Township, Van Wert 
County, E. A. Kuhns et al. well on the 
Adam Detrick farm, Section 23, pumped 
3 bbls, and Beers et al. are drilling a well 
on a part of the same farm. 

In Eden Township, Seneta County, in 
the Tiffin field, the Sun Co.’s No. 6 on the 
E. Randall farm, Section 5, pumped 30 
bbls. 


OPERATIONS PROMISE TO BECOME 
ACTIVE WITH COMING OF SPRING. 





BARBOURVILLE, Ky., Jan. 23.—With 
the prospects of an early spring, operators 
from different fields who were fortunate 
enough to secure territory in Knox Coun- 
ty before the price of leases advanced are 
arriving daily and arranging for a speedy 
development of this section of the State. 

Conditions exist here that are very un- 
usual in a new field, especially where so 
little test work has been done, and that 
is that bonuses are being paid for terri- 
tory lying miles from development or 
drilling wells. This is accounted for, how- 
ever, by the fact that some 15 years ago 
a company of New York capitalists, head- 
ed by P. T. Dodge, of the Merganthaler 
Linotype Co., drilled two or three wells 
in the north central part of Knox County 
to the sand from which oil has been pro- 
duced profitably. These wells,, when 
drilled in at a depth of approximately 700 
feet, showed but little gas, but filled up 
with oil about 400 feet, and would have 
made, from what has since proven true 
of the Williamsburg wells, 10- to 15-bbl. 
pumpers, had they been operated. 

Shortly after these Knox County wells 
had been’ abandoned, the Williamsburg 
wells were drilled. The facts concerning 
these second-sand wells have only recent- 
ly been learned, sinc which time operators 
have been busy trying to secure territory 
along this northeast and southwest line, 
connecting the Williamsburg production 
with northern Knox County. 

Geologists, who have done a great deal 


of work throughout Knox and Clay Coun- 
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ties, claim that conditions are favorable 
for an extension of this line into Clay 
County on the north. 

W. P. Wrenn, of the Central Oii Co., 
recently paid $500 for a 200-acre lease on 
the Miller farm, which lies more than five 
miles from the nearest test now being 
put down, while P. J. White, the well- 
known operator from Tulsa, Okla., who 
Knox, has paid $2 per acre for leases on 
Indian Creek, where Parkersburg (W. 
Va.) parties started spudding on the John 
A. Campbell farm Tuesday, Jan. 23. 

Among the well-known individuals and 
companies interested here are the Carter 
Oil Co., Sun Oil Co., Upher Oil Co., Cen- 
tral Oil & Gas Co., Kentucky Oil & Gas 
Co., P. J. White, R. A. Beatty, Emerson 
Priddy, A. C. McDonald, Logan Oil & Gas 
Co., Algonquin Oil Co., Silman & Wilson 
and Edw. H. Everitt Co. 

The Kentucky Oil & Gas Co., with No. 
1 on the Dutton Calebs farm on Calebs’ 
Creek, is drilling at 500 feet. 

The Central Oil Co. expects to move 
machinery to a location on Hunting-Shirt 
Creek, in the northern part of the county, 
and be in operation within a week. 

A. C. McDonald & Co. have a location 
on the Hampton farm on Collins’ Fork. 

Wilson &-Silman have completed No. 1 
on J. Payne farm, Payne Creek, Knox 
County. The sand was found at 380 feet 
and the well has filled up about 200 feet 
with oil. The well will be shot this week. 
Locations have been made for Nos. 2 
and 3. 

Judging from the class and character 
of the operators holding leases in Knox 
County, it is safe to say that a thorough 
test will be made, and it is the belief of 
those interested that they will be able to 
connect the northern part of Knox Coun- 
ty with the Williamsburg production. 


Redaction in Tax Is 
Asked in Resolution 


OKLAHOMA CITY, Okla., Jan. 31.— 
Oklahoma oil producers met here yester- 
day afternoon for the purpose of dis- 
cussing the situation in this State and of 
asking the Legislature for needed relief. 
The sessions began at 2 o’clock in the 
afternoon and lasted till the late evening. 

After several talks, the following reso- 
lutions were adopted for presentation to 
the Legislature: 

“Whereas, it can be demonstrated to 
the Governor and the Legislature of the 
State of Oklahoma that the result of the 
present gross production tax law of the 
State is to impose upon the oil producers 
of the State more than their share of the 
burdens of the taxation; and, 

“Whereas, the record of the present 
Governor, the Honorable Robert L. Wil- 
liams, and his administration has been 
such as to inspire us in the belief that 
any measure proposed will be fairly and 
impartially considered by the administra- 
tion; and, . 

‘‘Whereas, a reduction of the gross pro- 
duction tax on oil to 2% may be effected 
without producing a deficiency in the 
needed revenue of the State and without 
increasing the burden of taxation on any 
other character of property in the State; 
now therefore, be it 

“Resolved, by the oil producers of Okla- 
homa, in convention assembled, that the 
Governor and Legislature of this State 
be, and they hereby are requested to take 
such action as will result in the reduc- 
tion of the rate of taxation provided in 
such gross production law from 3% to 2%. 

“Signed: Geo. E. Black, chairman; W. 
A. Ledbetter, J. L. Hamon, James Veasey, 
Harold Wallace, W. J. Milburn, Cyrus 
Avery, E. B. Howard.”’ 





PRAIRIE LAYING NEW LINE. 





Coffeyville papers contain the definite 
announcement that the Prairie Pipe Line 
Co. is laying a new 4-inch line from the 
production recently brought in near 
Cherryvale, the old western Labette Coun- 
ty pool, to Neodesha, giving producers 4 
chance to market their oil at once. The 
line will be 25 miles long and will be 
completed within two weeks. The pro- 
duction of the new pool is now said to be 
700 bbls. a day, with 10 rigs up. 


TANKIE FATALLY INJURED. 





Philip Johnson, working on a tank in 
the Delaware pool,. was fatally injured 
on Jan. 22 when a piece of steel weighing 
nearly 1,500 pounds fell on him. His 
pelvis was crushed, bladder ruptured and 
he was otherwise internally injured. He 
was taken to the Southeastern Kansas 
Hospital at Coffeyville, where his wounds 
were cared for. 
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Steel for Service 


In these very busy times an operator with 


Steel Drilling Rigs 


is avoiding troubles common to the one who is working with wooden rigs. 


When starting a new well it is an easier proposition to move a steel 
rig from one location to another than to build a new wooden one, even 
if the wood is at hand. 

The advantage in re-use is even more pronounced when one considers 
the long delays often resulting from the non-deliverance of ordered material. 

In cases where new rigs are required and not the moving from one 
location to another, this company can furnish everything in connection 
with the rig proper on short notice—that is, steel derrick, steel bull wheel, 
steel band wheel, steel machinery supports, etc. 


The mark of § 
quality 


It protects the 
user 





Carnegie Steel Company 
General Offices: Pittsburgh, Pa. 
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PRODUCER EXPORTER 
SHIPPER REFINER 








Western Union 


Codes used: Liebers 
A. B. C., 5th Edition 


Cable Address—Sun-Phila. 


GASOLENE FUEL OIL 
NAPHTHA GAS OIL 
BURNING OILS ASPHALTS 
LUBRICATING OILS FLUX OILS 
CYLINDER OILS PARAFFINE WAXES, ETC. 
OILS FOR ALL SPECIAL PURPOSES TURPENTINE SUBSTITUTES 


SUN COMPANY, PHILADELPHIA, PA. 
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Midway-Sunset Field. 35-29-20, BeJridge Oil Co. 5 (re- 
e € e © 36-31-22, American Oilfields 98 Pe eee ee 4,130 175 
Credsatiek) «3.22. e ese 1,220 10 | 19-26-21, Lost Hills Dev. Co. 5e 500 100 
a 1 OT! ) 1a 1e erations 32-12-25, American Olifields 5... 3/526  25|19-26-21, Lost Hills Dev. Co. 6e 570 100 
. . 16-32-24, Petroleum Midway : 19-26-21, Lost Hills Dev. Co. 3f 505 100 
$ CPOMCELIOE) «onc vn tens 2,840 100 | 19-26-21, on ee P macag 4 Co. 5f Bie 100 
3 LM. 16-32-24, St. Helens Petr. Co. 24-26-20, California Star 1....... 40 
By C. GI. [AN . CPORTEIION? <p cesar sas 3,198 120 | 11-26-20, Dudley & Dudley 1.... 1,020 25 
25-32-23, Mascot Oil Co. 44..... cans 75 | 13-26-20, Dudley & Dudley 4..... 495 30 
: : 25-32-23, General Petr. Co. 44... 1,32 20 — 
DECEMBER FIELD OPERATIONS. ing the month, showing an output of 250 10-82-34. Honolulu Cons. 10..... 2'750 150 New production...... 760 
bbls. a day. 26-31-22, Yyramid Oil Co. 15.... 1,560 10 New wells, 10. 
LOS ANGELES, Cal., Jan. 26.—The list Following is a list of all wells com-| 26-31-23, Associated Oil Co. 6... 2,894 500 na ed Santa ee — Sete 
fae ; z a ; j -| 1-32-23, K. T. & O. Co. 36 500 | 20- 9-33, Pinal-Dome Oil Co 7. 04 150 
of well completions pert, ote Pate egy _— age eggs: oF eee 35-31-23, K. T. & O. Co. 27 325 | 24- 9-34, Pinal-Dome Oil Co. 23 
ver, 1916, shows a total 0 » Of whic € outp | 6-82-28, C. GC. M. Co. 46........ Dry (vedrilled) ........+% 3,250 100 
four were old wells redrilled, four dry} 1916: 6-83-33, ©. C. I. Co. 49........ Dry —- 
holes, one gas and 52 new producers. Kern River Field. 6-32-23, C. C. M. Co. 50........ Dry New production...... 250 
Compared with the month of November ot-l Cae oa ea oP Now wars, 3. 
the number of new wells fell short by 10,|S. T. R. Co. and No. Well. Depth. put.|31_33-93'@. @ M. Go 16.0.0... ‘ 10 Whittier-Fullerton Field. : 
; ; ; i i a 30-28-28, Associated Oil Co. 5... 1,120 10 FE ie a a ; 18- 3- 9, Union Oil Co. 38....... 3,350 125 
but in point of production it exceeded 30-28-28 Associated Oll Co. 9 1128 15 | 36-12-24, Ethel D. Oil Co. 32.... 25118. 3- 9’ Union Oil Co. 40...... 3,380 75 
the former month nearly double, the daily | 39-93-98’ Associated Oil Co. 10.. 1.160 15 | 36-12-24, Standard Ol] Co. 100| 23. 3-10, Amalgamated Oil Co. 8 3,440 480 
output being estimated at approximately | 30-28-28, Associated Oil Co. 28.. 1.162 20 oo ee ae’ ome a 4 pa oe 23- 3-10, Amalgamated O. Co. 23 3,566 300 
"15,000 bbls. This was the result of the | 30-28-28, Associated Oil Co. 5... 1,262 20 | 56-31-93" Standard Oil Co. 150| 247 3-11, Standard Oil Co. 27... 3,870 800 
‘ oe ae ; : 30-28-28, Euclid Oil Co. 8....... 1,000 10 4 me 18- 3-10, Standard Oil Co. 19... 3,972 — 500 
completion of No. 25 well by the Standard , ~~ 36-31-23, Standard Oil Co. Gas|ig- 3-10, Standard Oil Co. 25 3'955 8,000 
ot i 7 ag 28-28-28, Bankers Oil Co. 36.... 707 10 | 3631-93 dard Oil G 3 » Standar oO. coe DSS , 
Oil Co. on the Murphy property in Coyote | 9-59-58’ santa Fe Co. 1l....... 858 19 | 36-31-23, Standar 1 Co. 00} 24- 3-11, Standard Oil Co. 5.... 3,741 75 
Hills, Fullerton, which came in during aes ——~ | 24- 8-11, Standard Oil Co. 2.... 3,858 Dry 
7 ? New production...... 2,730 Mtbeewnas 
the latter part of the month with a pro- New production...... 110 New wells, 24 5 
We 4 New wells, 8. PPriteag New production...... 10,055 
duction estimated at 8,000 bbls., and late J MeKittrick Field New wells, 9 
menceniien ‘Qa . any indi Coalinga Field. - . P ~ a a 
reports from that company indicate no 13-30-21, Reward Oil Co. 42.... 1,028 50 Ventura County. 
decline in the output. 12-20-14, Seneca Oil Co. 7....... 510 25 | 6-30-22, Pittsburg Oil & Gas 1. 1,354 75| 4- 3-19, Montebello Oil Co. 82.. 2,750 150 
- 5 26-20-14, Traders, Oil Co. 19..... 930 25 18- 3-20, Oak Ridge Oil Co. 1.. 1,800 100 
The list represents every active field| 1-20-15, K. T. & O. Co. 5...... 3,958 860 New production...... 125 —— 
in the State, and while the large majority | 36-19-15, -omiel Co. an See ee 3,800 100 New were, . oat New production...... 250 
‘ells were , av. he | 28-19-15, Standard Oil Co. 97.... 2,913 100 Lost Hills-Belridge. New wells, 2. 
on pellaten ye Rese yr preg toe —— | 3-29-21, General Petr. Co. 18a Total new production, all fields, 15,390 bbls. 
of piggies tabenegmn gins pia tne L New production...... 1,110 oO ES) eae 785 40 In November tthe added new daily produc- 
Fullerton, where, besides their big gusher, New wells, 5. 27-29-20, Belridge Oil Co. 8..... 2,530 50! tion was 7,675 bbls. 








the Standard also completed two other 
wells, one making 900 bbls. and the other 
500 bbls. a day. Bast of the Standard’s 
big wells, in the Coyote Hills, the Amal- 
gamated Oil Co. completed well No. 8 on 


the Hualda property which after several 


days’ production around 800 bbls. is now ; 


doing 480 bbls. a day steady. There was 
I} Hil} HH | I 
iil 





a total of nine new wells completed in 
this field. 

The Coalinga field had a total of five 
new wells, among which the K. T. & O. 
Co. finished one that is making 860 bbls. 
a day, the oil being 30.9 gravity. In the 
old West Side district, on Section 12-20-14, 
the Seneca Oil Co. completed a well at 
510 feet, good for 25 bbls. a day. This is 
13 gravity oil. The Traders Oil Co., on 
Section 26-20-14 also completed a 25-bbl. 
well at 930 feet, gravity 13.5. The Stan- 
dard completed well No. 97 on Section 
28-19-15, good for 100 bbls. a day; gravity | 
17.10. On 36-19-15 the Shell Co. also fin-| 
ished a 100-bbli. well; gravity 29 degrees. 

In the Kern River field the end of Dec-| 
ember showed a list of 13 wells drilling | 
with eight completions. The total out-| 
put amounted to 110 bbls. a day. This | 
oil is all heavy, running from 12.8 to 13) 
degrees. | 

In the Midway-Sunset there was a total 
of 24 wells completed. Of these two were | 
at Sunset. Three dry holes were re-j 
ported by the C. C. M. Co. in the shallow | 
district near Fellows. Three _ redrilled | 
wells added 230 bbls. per day to produc- | 
tion. The largest wells reported were, 
by the Associated and K. T. & O. Co.) 
which are recorded at 500 bbls. each. 

In the Lost Hills and Belridge districts | 
10 wells were reported. The No. 5 well} 
of the Belridge Oil Co., redrilled to a} 
depth of 4,130 feet, showed a production 
of 175 bbis. a day, the oil being 34.5) 
gravity. Most of the wells in this dis-| 
trict are shallow, seldom exceeding 1,000 | 
feet, while many are completed at less! 
than half that depth. The shallow wells | 
run in gravity all the way from 14 to 20! 


oak | Columbian Rope Company 


While about 30 wells are now being | 
Auburn, N. Y, 








UP!—Down! 


Scraped and strained as it pounds its way 
down to oil sand—still sturdy Columbian Cable 
comes back as tough and springy as ever. 


BANNER 


Next Cable you run—use Columbian 


Our booklet ‘“How they put Able into 
Columbian Cable’’ tells more about this long- 
lived cable. 


drilled in and around the old Santa Maria | 
field there was little of interest to report. | 
The Pinal-Dome Oil Co. completed one} 
new well, 150 bbls. a day, 14 gravity, and! 
also finished the redrilling of No. 23, | 
which is making 100 bbls. a day. In the| 
new districts wherein Doheny, the Stan-| 
dard, Casmalia Syndicate and others have | 
started much new development. work, | 
nothing has yet developed to give any | 
assurance of opening up an extensive 
field. But from all reports there seems | 
to be great confidence in the future of | 
this prospective territory, as from time | 
to time large additions to the various, 
holdings are being added to those al-| 
ready secured by parties interested in| 
this part of the country. | 

In Ventura County there are some 25 
wells drilling. Many of the locations in 
this field are handicapped during the 
winter months by severe washouts, as 
much of the development work is located 
up in the mountain passes and the heavy 
rains cause great damage to the roads 
in many instances causing a suspension 
of work on account of being unable to 
get in with supplies. There is promise 
of great activity in this field during the 
coming summer, especially by the Monte- 
bello Oil Co., which, it is claimed, antici- 
pates the drilling of a large number of 
new wells in its South Mountain hold- 
ings, where recent developments indicate 
the existence of a considerable pool. This 
company brought in two new wells dur- 


“The Cordage City” 
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Wells Abandoned. 
During the month the State Mining Bu- 
reau reported the following wells as aban- 


doned: 

s. T. R. Co. and No. Well. District. 

31-28-28, Peerless Oil Co. 54...... Kern River 

28-19-15, pow gy bg Oil Co. 78...54 Kern River 

14-19-15. Shell Co. 6........ eee ie) Coalinga 
10-19-15, Shell Co. Bon CbSa S04 oc ane .Coalinga 
7-20-15, x. 3. { PA ee Coalinga 


"¢-448 23, General Petr. Corp. 13b. -Maricopa 





4-30-21, McKittrick Oil Co. 3... 
6-29-21, H. S. Williams 20.. 
5-28-28, Standard Oil Co. 51, 
5-29-28, Standard Oil Co. 13 
18-32-24, Standard Oil Co. 1... 
23-32-23, Traders Oil Co. 106 
6-32-23, C. C. M. Oil Co. 46,49,50. 


-McKittrick 


"Midway 
13- 3-11, Standard Oil Co, 13....... “Whittier 
22- 3-10, Standard Oil Co. 8....... . Whittier 


San Fernando, Placerita Oil Co. 1, 2...... 
CMG e eee aide Pie maiain aaa ok Santa Susana Mts. 
_Potal Werle abandoned, a. 








News of eam Oil Fields 


By GEORGE BLARDONE 


SHIPMENTS IN DECEMBER. 





TAMPICO, Mexico, Jan. 16.—Shipments 
of erude oil, prepared fuel and topping- 
plants runs from Tampico and Tuxpam 
during the month of December totalled 
2,625,048 bbls., a decrease from the No- 
vember movement of 543,621 bbls. The 
decrease is practically explained by the 
fact that several tankers loaded for long- 
haul trips during November and were not 
available for December loading as a re- 
sult. Of the movement in question the 
United States took 2,113,232 bbls.; Mexi- 
can coastwise, 245,265; South America, 
225,022, while one cargo cleared direct for 
Canada. 

Two dry holes and a test that shows a 
steady improvement in production as the 
drill descends epitomizes the week’s ac- 
tivities in the fields. Cia. de Petroleo 
Mexicano La Nacional, No. 1 Guzman 
(Miradores), in the Panuco pool, is a 
duster at 2,500 feet, the drill having 
failed to get the limestone, stopping in 
shale. In the Southern fields, Zaleta Marr 
Oil Co.’s No. 1 Zaleta Marr is being aban- 
doned at 2,520 feet, it being reported that 
a new location somewhat west of the 
present one will be drilled. In the Panuco 
pool, to revert to that field, Sun Oil Co.’s 
No. 1 Gonzales is drilling in limestone at 
2,385 feet, with production increased to 
800 bbls. 

Routine operations at Panuco are as 
follows: Freeport & Mexican Fuel Oil 
Corporation’s No. 4 Zurita is drilling in 
limestone at 1,880 feet and is good for 
say 80 bbls. Tampascos Oil Co.’s No. 2 
Ono Robles is drilling in limestone at 
1,880 feet and encountered at this depth 
a gas blowout. Penn Mex Fuel Co. is 
back in the pool and is moving in ma- 
terial for No.1 on the Medina. English 
Oil Co.’s No. 2 Rufino is drilling in shale 
at 1,195 feet. Mexican Gulf Oil Co.’s No. 
1 Lopez is fishing for ‘a lost bit at 1,421 
feet. Cia. Petrolera Hispana-Cubana, No. 
1 Alamo, is drilling:in limestone at 2,140 
feet. Cia. de Petroleo El Espino, No. 1 
Salvasuchi, has finally cleaned hole 
(drilled 1,815 feet) and is waiting for 8- 
inch. Cia. Petrolera La Universal, No. 1 
Marquez, is underreaming and running 
in 8-inch at 2,220 feet. Its No. 1 Gomez 
is drilling by lost pipe. Cia. Mexicano de 
Petroleo, Mexico y Espana, No. 1, Lot 4, 
Camolote, has cemented 8-inch at 1,730 
feet. New England Fuel Oil Co.’s No. 1 
Piazzi is drilling in blue clay at 310 feet. 
Cia. Petrolera Oro Mexicano, No. 1 San- 
tana Riviera, is drilling in shale at 1,220 
feet. E. F. Simms’ No. 2 Gonzales is 
drilling in limestone at 1,415 feet. 


Topila and Miscellaneous. 

In the Topila pool, Mexican Fuel Co.’s 
No. 9 Santa Fe is drilling in lime shells 
at 2,060 feet. La Corona Petroleum Co.’s 
No. 12 is drilling in shale and rock at 
875 feet. Cia. Petrolera Poblana, No. 1, 
Lot 4, Tamboyche, has. cemented 8-inch 
at 2,045 feet in a brown limestone. Cia. 
de Petroleo La Argentina de Petroleo, No. 
i, Lot 9, has rigged up standard and is 
running in 8-inch at 2,020 feet. Cia. Pe- 
trolera Los Cantabros, No. 1, P. Arteago, 
is driHing at 2,435 feet in hard rock. 

In the Southern fields, Metropolitan Pe- 
‘roleum Corporation, No. 1, Lot 9, Tepe- 
tate, is cementing 8-inch at 1,780 feet. At 
Tuxpam proper, Tuxpam-Ozuluama Pe- 
troleum Co., No. 1 Tuxpam Town Lots, is 
moving in material. 

In Paciencia de Aguacate, Cia. Petro- 
lera Margines de. Panuco, No. 1 A. Ponce, 
is rigging. 

At Bsterillos, Mexican Gulf Oil Co., 
drilling for Continental Mexican Petro- 
ieum Co., is drilling in shale at 1,500 feet, 
« feature of the strata being limestone 

, from 1,450 feet to 1,470 feet. 
Mexican Notes. 

According to advices received from Mex- 
ico City, production taxes due the Gov- 
ernment must from now on be liquidated 
either in Mexican gold or, where this is 
not procurable, will be accepted in United 
States currency at the rate of $1.80. Gov- 
ernmental imposts have always been pay- 
able in Mexican gold, but as this is not 
obtainable in large amounts, heretofore, 
United States currency has been: accepted 





at the rate of two for one, the old estab- 
lished rate of exchange. Now, however, 
while the value of the dollar has risen all 
over the world, owing to the European 
war, its value is lowered here. Roughly 
speaking, being forced to make payments 
in American gold at the rate of $1.80 will 
increase the imposts on exporting oil com- 





| 


panies say 10%, or, to put it in a round: 
amount, will result in an increase in the; 
amount they will be compelled to pay of! 


about $90,000 the month, as it is impos- 
sible to procure Mexican gold in sufficient 


quantities to meet the obligations in- 
curred. 
Cia. Navegacion de Interior (Barbour) 


has sold one of its big barges to the Mexi- 
can Eagle Oil Co., Ltd. The barge will 
be towed to Puerto Mexico and used by 
the Eagle company in transporting oil on 
the Coatzacoalcos River between Puerto 
Mexico and its refinery at Minititlan. 

Captain James M. Shaw, the veteran 
assistant general manager of the Rio 
Bravo Oil Co. and the East Coast Oil Co., 
the latter being the Mexican subsidiary 
of the group of Southern Pacific oil com- 
panies, is here on a visit ‘to General Su- 
perintendent T. R. Batte, Jr., of the East 
Coast Oil Co. Captain Shaw is accom- 
panied by R. R. Beaman, chief clerk to 
the auditor of the Rio Bravo and East 
Coast companies, headquarters in Hous- 
ton, Tex. 

F. C. Pannill, head of the legal depart- 
ment of The Texas Co. subsidiaries in 
Mexico, has returned from the States, 
being accompanied by Mrs. Pannill. 

December Shipments. 

The following represents the shipments 
of crude oil, prepared fuel. and topping- 
plant runs from Tampico and Tuxpam 
during the month of December. 

From Tampico. - 
(By Huasteca Petroleum Co.) 


Dec.Rig. Vessel and Destination. Bbls. 
1. Ss...Norman Bridge, New York.. *39,368 
2. Ss...Huasteca Grande, Ar. Pass. *2,908 
Bre. Magdalene, Aransas Pass... *10,419 
2. Ss...Chas. E. Harwood, Galveston *27,038 
3. Ss...Catania, Galveston.......... *13,225 
4. Ss...Herbert’ G. Wylie, Sabine. *32,278 
10. Ss...Edw. L. Doheny, Baltimore. 61,167 
11. Ss...Herbert G. Wylie, Portland, *39,541 
14. Ss...J. M. Danziger, Baltimore.. 65,702 
16. Ss...C. E. Harwood, Pt. Tampa.. *26,620 
18. Ss...G. E. Paddleford, P; Amboy *42,022 
20. *Ge:...Comet, New York.......ss. 17,778 
19. Ss...C. A. Canfield, Philadelphia 52,768 
21. Ss...Huasteca Grande, Ar. Pass. *2,766 
21. Brg.Magdalene, Aransas Pass... *10,603 
22. Ss...Radiant, New York......... 16,866 
22. Brg.No. 83, New York.......... *29,339 
22. Ss...Catania, Galveston......... - *13,853 
23. Ss... Norman Bridge, Galveston.. *35,096 
29. Ss...Brilliant, New York....... © 8,982 
28. Brg.No. 85, New York......... : 24,384 
28. Ss...Perfection, New York....... 7,767 
28 Ss...Chas. E. Harwood, Ar. Pass *28,021 
pe eu ROPE RC Ree Ee 642,246 


(By Freeport & Mexican Fuel Oil Corp.) 
a Rig. Vessel and Destination. 











-L. V. Stoddard, New Orleans 23. 386 
6. Bre. Bob, Texas City “Pa ee ea 6,164 
10s. Beis’. PABUCO, COMDR. 5019-6 0/00 0-02050 6 19,934 
10. eres ROS COULD cicia'e's's0a.s 18,518 
16 i ae aa TOROS CAL. Kole eis-oays 3,315 
17. Sa...Is Stoddard, mow Orleans 22,473 
19 Bes eae, New Orleans....... 18,115 
23. Ss...Panuco, New Orleans....... be 
27. Brg.Badger, New Orleans....... E 4,01 
27. Ss...L. V. Stoddard, New Orleans 23, 474 
29, Ss...Geo. Warren, New Orleans. 21,818 
30. Ss...Tamesi, Jacksonville........ 18,306 
31. Ss...Panuco, Puerto Limon..... » 19,328 
31. Brg.Brittania, Texas City...... _. 14,508 
SG 2 i) 6 6.0:tn. 0 6 ch bing BUR Wee oie oe 00 250,762 
(By. Standard Oil Co. of N. J.) 
rR Rig. Vessel and’ Destination. Bbls. 
Ss...Bacoi, Galveston............ 14,125 
2: Ss.. ‘Motano, Tey Saree Sei 2,614 
4. Ss...J. D. Rockefeller, aS oa 21,747 
a5. Ss...H. H. Rogers, Montevideo. 20,443 
b5. Ss...H..H. Rogers, Campana.... 12,400 
14, Ss.. ‘Bayway, Key West.... 19,484 
20. Brg.No. 84, New York....... *30,041 
22. Ss...Chas. Pratt, Montevideo. 15,650 
29. Ss...Princeton, Key West... - 20,477 
30. Brg.No. 81, New York.......... *20,971 
(i. | SORE E VERE: FORE RE eee ee eS 197,952 


<By Mexican Eagle Oil Co., Ltd.) 
Dec.Rig. Vessel and Destination. 











13. Ss...San Nazario, Sand Key..... *45,471 
19. Ss...San Dunstano, Sand Key *47,811 
23. Ss...Topila, Galveston........ 44,802 

TOO: cxcasexbantuatne <3 0b ccaneeon 138,084 

(By. East Coast Oil Co.) 

Dec.Rig. Vessel and Destination. Bbls. 
5. Ss...Topila, New Orleans....... + 39,830 
15. Ss...To pila, Galveston.......... » 89,963 
31, Ss... Topila, Galveston........... 41,800 
yy AAR A eat | wveeveccvesces, £52,699 


| 


























2,000 Ton Acid Storage Tanks Erected at East St. Louis, Ill. 


The tank shown in the above illustration shows one of six 2,000 Ton Acid Storage 
Tanks erected at Marcus Hook, Pa., Nichols, Cal , Bayonne, N. J. and East St. 
Louis, Ill. for one of the largest chemical manufacturers in America 

We have fabricated and erected many other acid storage tanks with capacities ranging 
from 100 to 2,000 tons for this and many other companies in all parts of the United States. 


THE PETROLEUM IRON WORKS CO. 
Fabricators and Erectors of all Classes of Steel Plate Construction. 
General Offices and Works, SHARON, PA. 


District Offices, 50 Church St., New York City, 702 Frick Bldg., Pittsburgh, Pa., 712 3d Natl Bk Bldg., St. Louis, 
Mo., Pacific Coast Representatives, Dorward Engineering Co., 503 Market St., San Francisco, Cal. 























The New WILSON 


PERFECTION 
UNDER-REAMER 


The best reamer for every locality 
because of its 


GREATER STRENGTH 
LONGER SERVICE 
AND CONVENIENCE 


Will send one on approval to responsible 
Oil Companies 


DON’T MISS THIS 
OPPORTUNITY \ 


Wilson & Willard Mig. Co. 


15th Street and Santa Fe Ave. 
LOS ANGELES, CAL, 







































24 THE OIL AND GAS JOURNAL Thursday, 
(By The Texas Co.) « * 
Dec.Rig. Vessel and Destination. Bbls Authority to Require 
2. Brg.Tampico, Port ee a aT \ . . WW WWW 
2. Brg.Vera Cruz, Port Arthur..... 842 R d. F. . h C, \ \ \\ \ WN \ 
4. Ss...Northwestern, New Orleans. 18,045 oads to urns ars \ \ . \N S \ QQ \ 
20. Brg.Tampico, Port Arthur..... 7,64 \ \\ WN vW X 
20. Brg.Vera Cruz, Port Arthur...., 15,279 \ : vy eyes ‘\ \ Wan 
20. Ss...Brabant, Port Arthur bebe ae 19,397 WASHINGTON, D. C., Jan. 26 —Repre- : NN we A <\\ NS s S S 
29. Ss...Brabant, New York......... 17,937 | centativn Eech, of Michigan, has intro- \\ \ < 
TGA) on 5 Es bane s ose seosre ten . 118,579 duced a bill in the House to amend the A KX WN \ \ \ \ \ 
(By Pierce Oil Corporation.) . : \ \(  < 
Dec.Rig. Vessel and Destination. Bbls. interstate Commerce act in respect to \ ADC[DRKBESI \ \\ SN 
5. Ss...Mexicano, Texas City....... $17,100 car service. The bill is in the form of \ 
19. Ss...Mexicano, Texas City....... , the present law, with amendments pro- \ tie ffici ro- 
2 , »xic. Tex City 7 E —depenas uur only upon efficient p 
oe ee eee er eae ta 17,009 | posed by Mr. Esch, one of which it is aactin a using durable shipping con- 
Total MI pay oer ag ates so ) 50,975 | supposed, will give to the Interstate Com- eect aniomian tniniea that ost ait 
(By La Corona etroleum Co. r teeta . ; toret oa 
Dec.Rig. Vessel and Destination. Bols. merce Commission, among other powers, ol age product to: the ultimate c 
4. Ss...Borgestad,, Baltimore........ 24,737 authority to require railroads to furnish “PRESTEEL” DRUMS will carry all of 
29. Ss...Borgestad, Baltimore.:...... 24,738 tank cars for the transportation of petro- ae Snaaes ‘ae tee consumer intact, 
tae Tore ees eso gee ees sosssgp Sane leum. It will be remembered that the yc rag mi Me Maen Teleee he tmareane 
Dec. Ri Veen ane theaniantion Spi Bbls. Interstate Commerce Commission claimed factor in increasing your 1917 sales— 
ec.Rig. Vesse > ° 6 i : aa 
17. Ss...Larimer, Sparrow's Point.. .26,238 they had the right, under the present law, an ar Gr Mik Maatth aesk anietie 
23. Ss...Trinidadian, Port Tampa... 20,715|to exercise authority, but the Supreme able, suitable for drum manufacture— } 
~ 740.953 953 Court held otherwise, on the ground that —BECAUSE they have correctly de- 
rotal .....- ice ‘Tuxpam. BaP cial 2 : such authority had not been specifically signed chimes that are mune tight ane 
(By the Aguila Co.) conferred upon the Commission and could — po it on Ragen evry er the 
Dec.Rig. Vessel and Destination. — not be read into the law. The section of 3 : 
4, Ss...Motano, Guanica,.........- : * Mr. Esch’s bill, whi gee 
5. Ss...Borgestad, Baltimore....... 9,621 ch it is supposed 


) 
6. Ss.. 







.San Antonio, Puerto Mexico. 52,301 
7. Ss...Chas. Pratt, Baton Rouge.. 93,794 
8. Ss...J. D. Rockefeller, Baltimore 51,665 
8. Ss...San Bernardo, P’rto Mexico 35,247 
12. Ss...San Antonio, Puerto Mexico 52,494 
15. Ss...San Bernardo, New Orleans 36,359 
16. ucrosa, New York......... 32,546 
18. Wellington, Rio Janeiro.... 23,994 
19. .-Bayway, Port Tampa....... 28,634 







Baltimore... 
.Princeton, Galveston... 
.San Antonio, Puerto Me 
.Borgestad, Baltimore....... 
...San Antonio, Puerto Mexico 
31. Ss...Princeton, Key West and 

Jacksonville ........-++++: 


. Larimer, 





24,354 
otal 627,528 
(By the Penn-Mex Fuel Co.) 
Dec.Rig. Vessel and Destination. 
. Ss...Standard, New York........ 
. Ss...H. H. Rogers, Campana.... 
5. Ss...Motano, Baton Rouge....... 
. Ss...Chas. Pratt, Campana...... 
. Ss...Standard, New York........ 


Bbls. 








30. Ss...Somerset, Halifax.......... 
| er a eee ee ee ee ee ee oe 
December Summary. 
Bbls. 
From TuXPAM .......ccccccccscee 1,025,401 
From Tampico .......ccsccseccees 1,599,647 





Total December 





Total November ................ 3,168,669 
ee een ee ee te 543,621 
Division of Movement. 
Bbls. 
To the United States.............. 2,113,232 
9 F 







To Mexican coastwise............. 
To South America............+55+5 
To Canada 


Total (to balance).............. 2,625,048 


*Denotes oils other than crude. 


TEXAS COMPANY TO IMPROVE 
ITS MEXICAN FACILITIES. 





HOUSTON, Tex., Jan. 29.—A Tampico 
dispatch says: Among the other exten- 
sive improvements connected with the oil 
industry planned in Mexico when peace 
is restored, is that of a large central elec- 
tric-power station to furnish energy to 
operate the oil-drilling equipment, pump- 
ing plants and other machinery in the 
different fields, as well as the refineries 
and other industries of Tampico. 

The Texas Co., of Houston, is to be 
build the electric-power station for its 
own oil industry in the Tampico region. 
Whether or not the generating of this 
electric energy will be by means of a 
hydro-electric installation or by the use 
of other initial energy has not been pub- 
licly stated, but it is expected that the 
water power of either the Tamesi or Pa- 
nuco Rivers will be utilized for this pur- 
pose. 

It is claimed that a preliminary investi- 
gation shows that the flow of either of 
these streams, particularly where they 
enter the oil lands from the mountains, is 
amply sufficient to generate anywhere 
from 50,000 to 100,000 horsepower, which 
could be transmitted by means of power 
lines to the vast scope of the Gulf terri- 
tory, including all of the oil fields which 
are within 100 to 200 miles distant of 
available sites for hydro-electric stations. 


PRODUCER CHARGED WITH MURDER 





MUSKOGEE, Okla., Jan. 30.—James E. 
Whiteside, one of the best-known oil pro- 
ducers in this city, is under arrest 
charged with the murder of O. H. Mc- 
Gowan, engineer on the M. O. & G. Rail- 
road, on Friday, Jan. 26. It is claimed 
that McGowan was crossing a street on 
his way home when he was run down by 
an automobile driven by Whiteside and 
instantly, killed. Whiteside was released 
on bond of $2,500. He admitted striking 
the man, but claimed it was purely acci- 
dental and unavoidable. The city author- 
ities were not satisfied with the explana- 
tion and a charge of murder was booked 
against him. 





would give this authority to the Commis- 
sion, follows: 


“‘Whenever the Commission shall be of 
opinion that an emergency exists in re- 
spect to the supply or use of cars for 
transportation of property, the Commis- 
sion shall have, and it is hereby given, 
authority, either upon complaint or upon 
its own initiative without complaint, at 
once, and, if so orders, without answer 
or other formal pleading by the inter- 
ested carrier or carriers, and with or 
without notice, hearing or the making or 
filing of a report, according as the Com- 
mission may determine, to suspend the 
operation of any or all rules, regulations 
or practices then established with respect 
to car service for such time during the 
continuance of the emergency as may be 
determined by the Commission, and also 
authority to make such just and reason- 
able directions with respect to car service 
during the emergency as in its opinion 
will best meet the emergency and pro- 
mote the operation of car service in the 
interest of the public and to the advan- 
tage of the convenience and commerce of 
the people. The directions of the Com- 
mission as to car service during emer- 
gency may be made through and by such 
agents or agencies as the Commission 
shall designate and appoint for that pur- 
pose.”’ C.E.K. 


INDUSTRIAL GAS RATES ARE 
FIXED FOR MUSKOGEE PLANT. 





MUSKOGEE, Okla., Jan. 29.—The City 
Council has adopted a schedule of indus- 
trial gas rates in preparation for the open- 
ing of the municipal pipe line within the 
next few days. The maximum charge will 
be 6 cents a thousand cubic feet and the 
minimum will be 4 cents. 

All consumers using up to 5,000,000 cu- 
bic feet will pay a flat rate of 6 cents a 
thousand; over 5,000,000 and up to 15,000,- 
000 the rate will be 5 cents; over 15,000,- 
000 the rate will be 4 cents. 


Applications for gas from the city’s line 
will be supplied with printed blanks by 
Commissioner G. G. Hendrix, according to 
the provisions of the ordinance. Consum- 
ers will be required to lay their own lines 
to the nearest main. 

Service from the municipal 
will not be restricted to new 
All factories now located in Muskogee 
will be served upon request, and when 
they have laid their lines to the main. 

The Council adopted a contract with 
the Muskogee Gas & Electric Co. whereby 
the private corporation will continue to 
use the city’s 4-:nch line from the north 
part of the city to the waterwarks pump 
station, and will even continue to supply 
the pump station with gas, which is de- 
livered as cheap as the city itself could 
supply it. In return, the Gas & Electric 
Co. will build a new 4-inch line from the 
point where the city’s line connects. with 
the main in the north part of the city. 


pipe line 
industries. 


PIPE LINE BILL PASSED IN TEXAS. 





AUSTIN, Tex., Jan. 30.—By a unani- 
mous vote the Texas Senate today passed 
the pipe line bill, under the terms of 
which the Railroad Commission is given 
jurisdiction over all pipe-line transporta- 
tion, rates, etc. There were 25 amend- 
ments, but none of them important. The 
next important oil measure to come be- 
fore the Legislature is the bill authoriz- 
ing The Texas Co. to engage in the pro- 
duction and manufacture of oil in Texas. 
The bill is really for the purpose of legal- 
izing the purchase of the Producers Oil 
Co. by The Texas Co., some years ago. 





the head or shell, assur- 
ing absolutely tight con- 
nections. 
“PRESTEEL” DRUMS 
and Light One Time Con- 
tainers are made in vari- 
ous sizes ranging from 15 
to 110 gallons capacity. 
“PRESTEEL” I. Cc. C 
DRUMS which comply 
with all the requirements 
of the I. C. C. Specifica- 
tions No. 5 in 55 and 110 
gallons capacity only. 
WHAT ARE YOUR 1917 
REQUIREMENTS? 
Have you our quotations? 


Pressed Steel Products Co. 
SHARON, PA. 
50 Church St., N. Y. City; 
702 Frick Bidg., Pitts- 
burgh; 1417 Lytton Bldg., 
Chicago; 712 38rd Natl. 
Bk. Bldg., St. Louis; 503 
Market St., San Francisco. 





~ 


—BECAUSE particular care and atten- 

tion is given to the design and machin- 

ing of connections—these parts are of 

drop forged steel, carefully welded to 

container, becoming an integral part of \ 
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Oklahoma Iron Works 





“Quality and Service’ 


OUR SLOGAN 


We manufacture in our plants the well-known O-K brand of 


oil well supplies and tools. 


able. 


Made of the best raw material obtain- 
Our plants are equipped with the most modern and up-to- 
date machinery—operated by the most skilled mechanics. 


Our 


products are given rigid inspection before leaving our factories 


We manufacture the following well-known brands: 


-Rig Irons 

-Pumping Jacks 

-Iron Sand Reels 

-Wire Line Clamps 

-High Pressure Pumps 

-Steam Drilling Engines 

-Under Pull Iron Pumping 
Powers and Connections 


Oil, Gas and Artesian Well Supplies. 
New Waterbury Manila Drilling Cables. 
Republic Iron & Steel Co. Line Pipe, Tubing and Casing. 

Our branches carry a full line of Oil Well Supplies 


General office, TULSA, OKLA. 
Branches, DRUMRIGHT, OKLA., BARTLESVILLE, OKLA., TAMPICO, MEXICO 





Drilling and Fishing Tools. 
American Wire Lines. 
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BURNING QUESTION: “WHAT IS GASOLINE?” 


Experts in Washington Fail to Supply Satisfactory Answer— Gasoline 
Standard Not Desirable Just Now. 


WASHINGTON, D. C., Jan. 26.—Out 
of the hearings which have been conduct- 
ed for the past two days by a joint com- 
mittee of experts of the Bureau of Mines 
and Bureau of Standards, in an effort to 
determine upon a standard of gasoline, it 
was admitted, even by the Governmental 
experts, that the question, ‘‘What is gas- 
oline?”’ can not be answered at this time 
and probably never would be answered. 

The meetings developed one thing, this 
afternoon, however, and that was that 
the refiners and the automobile enginéers, 
whose business is mutual in a way, have 
been working without the help of each 
other. And it brought about a determina- 
tion that these two industries should get 
together, the one to determine the grade 
of fuel to be furnished. and the other to 
determine the kind of engine to use that 
fuel. 

During the day Guy Stevens, represent- 
ing The Texas Co., submitted a plan 
which his company thought would help 
in the solution of the problem. He sug: 
gested the division of the product into 
two grades and calling them A and B, or 
whatever might be determined upon. This, 
he said, would merely be the line between 
inferiority and superiority, and would per- 
mit even the heavier grades to be sold 
under the name of gasoline, but not to 
be graded. With such a plan, he said, 
the oil refiners would know what to put 
out, the consumers would know what to 
buy and the engine builders would know 
what grades of fuel they would have to 
meet. 


For Grade A, he said he would have not 
less than 25% distilled at not less than 
225 degrees Fahrenheit; not less than 50% 
at 266 degrees, and not less than 90% at 
340 degrees, with a dry point of not above 
400. This, he said, will give the consumer 
a gas that would work with satisfaction 
in motor cars as built now and would 
leave the refiners free to do what they 
have to do to meet the demands. 





In Grade B, he would have not less than 
25% distilled under 265; not less than 50% 
under 366; not less than 90% under 400, 
with a dry point not above 450. 

He expressed the belief that there was 
a need of some action or guidance at this 
time and his suggestion represented the 
best thoughts of The Texas Co. There 
is demand, he said, for knowledge on the 
part of consumers. One thing that has 
delayed motor development to date, he 
said, is that up to this time the makers 
of motors have never known where they 
stood with regard to fuel that would be 
available. He did say that he thought that 
it would be a very grave mistake for the 
Government to restrict the use of the 
word gasoline at this time. 


R. L. Welch, representing the Western 
Petroleum Jobbers’ Association, said that 
the testimony so far given seemed to 
agree only on one point, and that was 
adulteration. He said, however, that the 
addition of kerosene to high-grade gaso- 
line should not be consideréd a crime. He 
said that the standardization was not be- 
ing agitated by the public and therefore 
it was not ripe at this time, and he ven- 
tured the suggestion that 90% of the com- 
plaints which came to the Government’s 
attention were on the matter of adultera- 
tion. The fellow who ought to be sought 
out, he said, is the man who takes any | 
satisfactory product and dopes it and) 
sells it. | 

General Counsel Stewart, of the Stand-| 
ard Oil Co. of Indiana, said that in 1916| 
his company manufactured 450,000,000 gal- | 
lons of gasoline and that it did not manus| 
facture or sell a single gallon that would 
reach the requirement of Grade A in The 
Texas Co.’s proposal. Aside from the 
proposition of starting the engine, he ex- 
pressed grave doubt as to whether Grade 
A would be any better than Grade B. 
The Government should never give its 
approval to anything which would give 
the people the idea that it was getting a 








better grade when it was not. It would 
be a deception, he said. 

E. F. Robinson, representing the Atlan- 
tic Refining Co., said that there was no 
information on hand now on what could 
be based a statement as to what is good 
gasoline. Neither the Government nor the 
industry is properly equipped at this time 
to outline specifications for gasoline. 

Would Entail Big Expense. 

To change the cars now in use to use 
the poorer grades of gasoline, according 
to A. L. Clayden, representing the Society 
of Automobile Engineers, would cost in 
the neighborhood of $100,000,000. The ma- 
jority of the cars now in use, he said, 
can not use the heavier grades of gaso- 
line. However, he said that gasoline and 
kerosene now are not so far apart from 
an engine standpoint. He said also that 
a number of automobiles and tractors are 
using 50% kerosene and 50% gasoline. 

Vice President Burton, of the Standard , 
Oil Co. of Indiana, suggested to the com-| 
mittee that the matter might have been| 
settled by provisions of law to prevent! 
misbranding—that is, if a distributor add-| 
ed kerosene and sold the whole product | 
as gasoline it would be misbranding, and | 
if the refiner turned out a product that} 
contained an undue amount of kerosene | 
he, too, would be misrepresenting his} 
product in selling it as gasoline. He could 
not say how this could be done, saying 
that he would leave such details to the 
committee to decide in the light of in-| 
formation it. had at hand. This stand} 
was indorsed by other refining companies, 
but the committee pointed out when this 
was attempted it would be getting down 
to a question of specifications, and the 
committee was trying to determine that 
very point. 

Dr. Dean, of the Bureau of Mines, said 
that in the examination of a number of | 
samples of ‘gasoline which had come to| 
the attention of -the Bureau there was} 
evidence of some adulteration. The com- 
mittee was at a loss to determine how 
adulteration could be controlled in the 
general distribution of the product. 

Walter Miller, representing the Tide- 
water Refining Co., of Ohio, said that the; 
gravity test as an indication of the qual- 
ity of gasoline should be abolished. He 
suggested the appointment of a perma- 
nent standing committee to co-operate | 
with the Government, to consist of indi- 








|He was highly 


viduals representing the various associa- 
tions interested as well as representatives 
of the larger refiners, to further carry 
on the work that had been started by the 
Governmental committee of experts. He 
would have the committee given power to 
make any new suggstions in the light of 
changing conditions. He recommended 
that for the present, the committee take 
the stand that it was not desirable at this 
time to make specifications for gasoline, 
and that in dealing with States and mu- 
nicipalities on the question it inform the 
officials of this stand. 

H. G. Chatain, of the Society of Auto- 
mobile Engineers, and representing the 
gas engine department of the General 
Electric Co., said that it was very desir- 
able that the refiners turn out cheaper 
fuels. He said that it would be unjust 
both to the refiners and the automobile 
manufacturers at this time to make spec- 
ifications. C.E.K. 


TO INCREASE CAPITAL STOCK. 





At a special meeting of the Savoy Oil 
Co., held Jan. 16, it was voted to increase 
the capital stock of the company from 
$500,000 to $750,00. The Board of direc- 
tors on January 25 ordered that 20,000 
shares of the new issue be offered to pres- 
ent stockholders at par, on the basis of 
one share of new stock for each five 
shares held by stockholders of record 
Feb. 3. 


DEATH OF MOSES P. WOOLEY. 





BRADFORD, Pa., Jan. 31.—Moses P. 


| Wooley, aged 69 years, died in this city 
| Saturday, Jan. 27. 
|}caus of death. 


Heart disease was the 
Mr. Wooley had been a 
resident of the oil country since the Oil 
Creek days and in 1876 was one of the 
early arrivals in the Bradford oil field. 
esteemed. One brother 
and three sisters survive. 


THOMAS FLANAGAN CALLED EAST. 





Thomas Flanagan, of Tulsa, superin- 
tendent of the Prairie Oil & Gas Co.’s 
machine shops, received a telegram on 
Wednesday announcing the death of his 
father at Oil City, Pa. Mr. Flanagan left 
at once on receipt of the telegram. 








ASSET 


NEILL STEEL PIPE DERRICKS 


WHICH? 








PORTABLE 
WIND PROOF 
FIRE PROOF 
LIFE—20 YEARS 


and up to 130 it. 


(C. A. Redding) 





UP-KEEP—2% year for painting 
DETERIORATION NOT OVER 5% YEAR 
INVESTMENT 


KIEFER, OKLAHOMA 





WOODEN DERRICKS 





NEW LUMBER and NAILS EACH TIME 


MOVED 


THOUSANDS BLOWN DOWN EACH 


YEAR 


WOOD WILL BURN 
LIFE LIMITED TO 5 YEARS 
PATCHING BRACING and REPAIRING 
AT LEAST 20% YEAR 

CONTINUAL EXPENSE 





Neil Steel Pipe Derricks and complete Steel Drilling and Pumping Rigs (including Bull and Band Wheels, 
Walking Beams, Sampson and Jack Posts, Bull and Calf Wheel Posts, Main Sill, Headache Post, Derrick and 
Sub Sills, House Framing, Engine Block and Corrugate 


d Iron Covering) are furnished to cover heaviest drilling 
conditions, for either Cable, Rotary or combination Kotary and Cable Tool Drilling, in heights of 74 ft., 81 ft. 


Pumping Derricks can be erected on either timber or concrete corners, furnished in four heights, 60 ft; 
67 ft; 74 ft; 82 ft. Descriptive catalogue on request. 


LEE C. MOORE & COMPANY, wc. Of Oklahoma. 


PITTSBURGH, PA. 


LIABILITY 


TULSA, OKLAHOMA 


(H. L. Dickson) 
623 Unity Bldg. 





a 
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OBJECT TO THE 4,800-ACRE RESTRICTION 


Osages Assert That the Ruling Interferes With Sale of Their Leases— 
Senators Protest to Department. 


WASHINGTON, D. C., Jan. 30.—Many acreage of thees other companies would 
Indian wards in the Osage Nation have | be counted up against them. 
written members of the Oklahoma delega-| _Up to this time the Department has de- 
tions protesting against regulations of the clined to accept aig fi suggestion for a 
Interior Department limiting the acreage eae Th Eile SANE, Cena Sine 

es ; | tors Gore and Owen have written to the 

of their oil and gas leases that any One| Indian Office asking that something be 
company can acquire to 4,800 acres. They | done so that the Indian wards might get 
complain that all of the larger companies!as much for their oil and gas leases as 
that might be in the market for their oil) is available for the white men, who can 
and gas leases now have a limit of acre- | dispose of their holdings to the larger 
age so that their markét is restricted, | companies that have obtained the limit 
with the effect that private owners of oil! of 4,800 acres of Indian leases. 
and gas land not affected by this restric-| Members of the Oklahoma delegation 
tion are able to get two or three times as| have recently discussed the desirability 
much for their leases as can these wards| of an act of Congress emancipating these 
of the nation. This restriction is made| Indian wards, so that they might dispose 
still more stringent by later regulation of | of their holdings upon the same basis that 
the Department that where stockholders| is open to the white men owning oil and 
are interested in other companies the| gas land in Oklahoma. C.E.K. 

















Mine Inspector Beaten 
| In First Part of Fight 





OKLAHOMA CITY, Okla., Jan. 30.— 
About the only important oil legislation 
which has got beyond the committee 


stage at this session, although nearly half 
of the constitutional 60 days have elapsed, 
is the measure taking jurisdiction over all 
oil and gas affairs out of the hands of 
the Corporation Commission and the State 
Mine Inspector and lodging all authority 
in a commission to consist of five men 
“experienced in the drilling of oil and 
gas wells” and the administration of oil 
and gas properties, which commission is 
to be appointed by the Corporation Com- 
mission subject to the approval of the 
Governor. The jurisdiction of the com- 
mission sought to be created by the act 
will be absolute and appeal from its rul- 
ings is provided for, the case going direct 
to the Supreme Court and having the 
right-of-way there. The commission is to 
hold office, one for six years, two for four 
years and two for two years, so that two 
members will be elected or appointed ev- 
ery two years except in the sixth year, 
when the odd member’s term expires. 

The measure passed the House of Rep- 
resentatives by a comfortable majority 
and is now in the Senate, where the state- 
ment is made that it will have some rough 
sailing. It was originally introduced in 
the Senate by Senator Davidson, of Tulsa 
County, and in the House by members 
from Tulsa and other counties. It is 
said to have the approval of Governor 
Williams, although no official statement 
to that effect has yet been made by him. 
The measure is believed to have been sug- 
gested by George A. Henshaw, who re- 
tired from the office of Corporation Com- 
missioner just a month ago and who, dur- 
ing a service of more than five years, 
gave personal and particular attention to 
affairs pertaining to the oil and gas in- 
dustry. The only time when there has 
been the slightest indication of executive 
sentiment was during the debate in the 
House, when somebody offered an amend- 
ment fixing the appointment in the 
hands of the Corporation Commission 
and relieving the Governor of all re- 
sponsibility in the matter. The Gov- 
ernor’s floor leaders at once jumped into 
the game with the statement that if such 
amendment should be adopted the friends 
of the bill had just as well kiss it good- 
by unless they had the votes to drive it 
through both houses over the veto of the 
Governor. So the bill remains in its first 
condition and passed without change of 
any kind whatever. 

It is the opinion of those persons rep- 
resenting themselves as barometers of 
legislative sentiment and action that the 
bill as it passed the House will eventually 
go through the Senate and then be signed 
by the Governor, but that then the 
trouble will barely have started, because 
notice has been repeatedly served on 
everybody that any step or any legisla- 
tive or other kind of action which tends 
to deprive the office of the State Mine 
Inspector of complete and absolute author- 
ity over the oil and gas industry, and 
every phase of it, is going to meet with 
the opposition of the State Mine In- 
spector’s office, and should the Legisla- 
ture pay no heed to this warning and go 
ahead and enace proposed statutes, the 
State Mine Inspector will carry the mat- 


ter into the courts and fight it out aiong 
that line, even if it takes all summer. 
Which means that the question of juris- 
diction over the plugging of wells, which 
has been a moot question with all oil and 
gas producers for the past two years be- 
cause of disagreements between the Cor- 
poration Commission and the State Mine 
Inspector, are still far from settlement, 
and the oil and gas producers must still 
take a chance, no matter whose instruc- 
tions they obey, of being fined for con- 
tempt and having to do all the work over 
again. 

Up to this time the State Mine In- 
spector has the better of the argument, 
because he is fortified by the opinion of 
the Attorney General and the decision of 
a court that all control over oil and gas 
wells is vested in his office by the consti- 
tution of the State, and before it can be 
taken away from that office, by statute or 
otherwise, it will be necessary,to amend 
the constitution. The fact that it is a 
provision which does not fit the present 
situation, in the opinion of the State Mine 
Inspector and the Attorney General, has 
nothing whatever to do with the matter. 
Friends of the bill, however, assert that 
Governor Williams has carefully gone 
over the question, and while they do not 
go so far as to claim that the bill which 
has just passed is the Governor’s bill, 
thye do assert positively that the Gov- 
ernor has expressed the opinion that the 
authority to delegate the appointment of 
an oil and gas commission to the Corpor- 
ation Commission and the Governor is en- 
tirely within the province of the legisla- 
ture and is not inhibited by any section 
of the constitution that he knows of, and 
as the Governor drew most of the sec- 
tions of the constitution, and particularly 
the one affecting oil and gas, great store 
is laid by his views. 


Wanted Big Gas Tanks; 








OKLAHOMA CITY, Okla., Jan. 29.—The 
Corporation Commission held a hearing 
on complaint of a citizen of Oklahoma 
City as to failure of gas in the mains on 
a recent cold day. W. R. Molinard, gen- 
eral manager of the Oklahoma Gas & 
Electric Co. passed the blame for the gas 
shortage in cold weather to the Oklahoma 
Natural Gas Co. 

F. R. McCarty, of Tulsa, field superin- 
tendent of Oklahoma Natural Gas Co., 
was at the hearing and was questioned 
briefly by Paul Walker, counsel for the 
Corporation Commission. 

A suggestion had been made that the 
Oklahoma Gas & Electric Co. build tanks 
for the storage of gas sufficient to supply 
the city for 48 hours in time of need. 

“This would require three tanks, each 
350 feet in diameter and 180 feet high,” 
declared Manager Molinard. ‘The State 
capitol could be lost in one tank that 
size. Each would cover one city block. 
Estimates on the cost of such tanks, show 
that each would cost about $1,300,00, or 
$3,900,000 for all three. 

“Then, a compressing station would be 
necessary also. Building such tanks would 
mean that we would have to practically 
double our rates in order to show any 
return at all on our investment,” de- 





clared Molinard. 


Patented Knocked Down or Portable 
Bolted Steel Tanks 


























200-BDl. Steel Flow Tank in Cushing Field. 


Steel Flow Tanks with Packed Covers and Gas Outlets. 

No Leakage, Tank Houses, Hoop Driving or Dead Wood. 
Also Storage Tanks for Gasoline, Kerosene, Crude and Water. 
Sizes 40-bbl. to 2000-bbl. Inclusive. 

Stocks Carried at all Principal Petroleum Points. 


MALONEY TANK MANUFACTURING CO. 


Office and Factory 
TULSA, OKLAHOMA 
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OIL MEN’S ASSOCIATION IN WASHINGTON 


Two Day’s Conference of Eastern Zone Brought Forth Many In- 
teresting Addresses on Oil Topics. 


WASHINGTON, D. C., Jan. 24.—Mem- 
bers of the Independent Oil Men’s Asso- 
ciation, Bastern zone, gathered at lunch- 
eon at the New Willard Hotel in Washing- 
ton yesterday, opening a two-day. session 
ot a conference for the purpose of dis- 
cussing problems affecting their business. 

The conference was opened by E. J. 
Byrne, Waterbury, Conn., who, in the ab- 
sence of President F. E. Van Tilburg, of 
Minneapolis, Minn., who telegraphed his 
unavoidable detention, detailed how the 
conference was meeting in the capital 
city for the first time. He said that the 
oil men were paying honor to the Stars 
and Stripes, and that in time of an inter- 
national crisis the oil men could be looked 
upon to stand solidly behind the Govern- 
ment. 

B. E. Grant, secretary, was present and 
welcomed the members. 

Louis Brownlow, a member of the Board 
of District Commissioners, welcomed the 
oil men to the capital city, after they 
had been the guests during the morning 
on an outomobile tour of the District of 
the joint conventions committee of the 
Chamber of Commerce, Retail Merchants’ 
Association and the Board of Trade. 

Van H. Manning, Director of the United 
States Bureau of Mines, told of the efforts 
of his Bureau to study gasoline and pe- 
troleum and asked the support of the oil 
men at the coming joint hearing of his 
Bureau and the United States Bureau of 
Standards, with a view to obtaining testi- 
mony on which a standard of gasoline 
could be fixed. He said that it was un- 
true that the Government was attempting 
to force something on the public that it 
did not want in the matter of fixing a 
gasoline standard, but he pointed out that 
at various times the Bureau of Standards 
and the Mines Bureau have been called 
upon for some data on which a standard 
could be fixed. The Navy had asked for 
it, the general supply committee which 
purchases supplies for the Government in 
Washington and the Retail Merchants’ 
Association of Washington, D. C., had 
asked for it. He said that the oil men 
could expect the Bureau of Mines to pro- 
tect their interest. He told the delegates 
to take no stock in the talk that the Gov- 
ernment was not going to take their side. 
He told them that they. must get closer 
to the Government, as there must be 
more co-operation. 

A. J. Squier, of the New York Oil Trade 
Association, outlined the good resulting 
from organization, dealing particularly 
with the situation in New York, where, 
he said, several years ago if one should 
Suggest that one oil jobber would be sit- 
ting across the table with his competitor 
he would be thought brazen. But things 
are different now, he said. He told of the 
organization of the association at a meet- 
ing held in the Reform Club in New York, 
and from that time on ‘“‘reform’’ was no- 
ticed in. the dealing of the jobbers with 
one another. He spoke of the fixing of 
a standard of gasoline for the city of 
New York, and said that the specifica- 
tions were written by a_ broad-minded 
member of the association. They were 
written so without regard for his busi- 
ness, that he had lost a lot of it as a 
result of the writings. In fixing specifica- 
tions for gasoline for the Navy at New 
York he said that members of the asso- 
ciation have been called into conference. 
In concluding, he invited the association 
to hold its next meeting in New York. 


The Business Viewpoint. 


There’s always plenty of action in the 
oil business, said C. E. Mather, secretary 
and treasurer of the Moore Oil Co., of 
Cincinnati, O., who told his audience that 
One very seldom hears of an oil man re- 
tiring. Mr. Mather’s talk dealt principally 
with credits and collections, and his 
speech was pronounced, following the 
meeting, as one of the most important of 
the session, giving as it did to the oil 
men present many points on which they 
could make the most out of their business 
by looking more after the credits and col- 
lections. 

“To make it a continuing success,” he 
Said, ‘we must be ever on the job, work- 
ing to eliminate waste. And in every 
business not on a strictly cash basis, 





what is one of the main chances of 
waste? Bad debts.” 

He spoke of the efficient sales organi- 
zation, of the best advertising methods 
and a well-nigh perfect delivery system, 
continuing: ‘But no matter how good 
these all are, they are no good whatever 
if not backed up by a bunch of office peo- 
ple who know their business. Orders are 
the life blood of a business, but every 
time you make a bad debt you tap a vein 
—you’re lucky if it’s not an artery.” 

A great asset, he pointed out, is a con- 
tented office force, and the Moore Oil Co., 
he said, by means of interest and en- 
thusiasm in this force, has been ‘‘able to 
do a business this past year of several 
million dollars, with a loss from bad debts 
of about one-quarter of 1%—$2,500 out of 
each million—25 cents out of each $100. 


The object of both credit men and 
salesmen is to make money for the firm, 
continued Mr. Mather. He said: ‘They 
should work together in ground worth 
while and avoid waste of effort in bar- 
ren fields. To do this they must be frank 
with each other. I can’t put it too strong 
in saying that the salesman and the credit 
man must work together. Why, your 
salesman ought to be your best source of 
credit information. He is right there on 
the ground. He can size up the customer 
at first hand. He can note his personal- 
ity, his surroundings, his habits, his repu- 
tation in his own town, and he can report 
these facts honestly and completely and 
this will do the house a world of. good. 
You may say it is impossible to train 
salesmen to do this. It is not impossible. 
Try it and you will find the effort will be 
worth while. Get these two departments 
to boost together. If they are enemies 
and not friends there is something wrong. 
Go after it and get it right. Your salary 
and mine, your dividends and mine have 
to come out of these orders and out of 
these collections. In the end, your prog- 
ress and mine depend on getting the 
money.” 

He said that in his company the of- 
ficials systematically encourage employes 
to become stockholders, because it cre- 
ated more interest when the employes 
felt that they had an interest in the busi- 
ness. He urged against allowing credit 
to garages. He said that when garages 
are cut off by some companies they flop 
to another. 

“Tsn’t it ridiculous for the oil people to 
let such things happen? Trade associa- 
tions like this one extend one’s acquain- 
tance and develop a spirit of friendliness 
even among competitors. The National 
Association of Credit Men, with its splen- 
did organization and 21,000 members, has 
done a great work in the last 20 years. 
But take the various oil companies in 
your own town. Make a point of know- 
ing them better and you’ll probably like 
them better. The time has gone by for a 
business man to sit in splendid isolation 
and make faces at his competitors through 
a barbed-wire fence. The people you don’t 
like are usually the ones you don’t know. 
Eat a bite with your competitor; play a 
few games of golf with him, and you will 
soon discover that he doesn’t wear horns 
after all. 

“The oil people in every locality should 
get together and discuss their problems 
occasionally. This can be done even with- 
out a formal organization. It is being 
done in other trades. I know of one city 
where there are a great many people in 
the paint business. Competition is keen, 
but they have a paint club and within the 
paint club is a little credit bureau of their 
own. They meet at luncheon twice a 
month and swap much valuable informa- 
tion about the good and bad risks. They 
publish a little book (confidential) giving 
lists of names that have been reported, 
with a key indicating the particular kind 
of trouble and the number of the member 
reporting. All of these members feel free 
at any time to call each other up by 
phone for information required. Informa- 
tion of this kind is invaluable. You can 
usually rely on it and you can usually get 
it quick. The time you need it is before 
the order is filled and not after. 

“After the orders have been secured 
and investigated and the credit man is 
ready to fill the good ones and kill the 
bad ones, let him ‘Stop, Look and Listen’ 
and not commit murder, unless convinced 
it is absolutely necessary, and even then 
not to do it without an effort to save life. 


Try writing the party a friendly letter.’’|| 
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RED-RAVEN-VALVE-CUPS 


NOR-BRO improved and chemically 
treated Red Raven Valve Cups for oil 
wells are used more extensively by the 
large producers than any other cup on 
the market. 


Price $1.00 per set of four. 134’’ Size. 
Results guaranteed. 


Ask your supply dealer or write us direct. 
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He told the oil men that they must pick 
a good office force, set a high standard 
and help them reach it and give them a 
square deal. He told them to see that 
their collections were followed up at the 
proper time and not a month later. Loose- 
ness is bad all around, he said. Educate 
the customer to respect his obligations. 
Divide the bookkeping up so that each 
man has his responsibilities, keep handy 
a record of certain customers’ peculiar- 
ities, and train the office force. Offer 
prizes, and if you get good service be 
willing to pay for it. Display figures 
showing what is being done. A daily 
financial report is of great interest to the 
executives, for it enables them to keep 
a close line on the business. Collect as 
many accounts by mail as possible. 

“Awaken interest,’’ he concluded, ‘‘en- 
thusiasm, common sense and teamwork. 
Get ’em going and nothing can stop you.” 

Secretary Grant’s Address. 

“Competition” was the subject of the 
address of E. E. Grant, secretary of the 
association, and he went into the ques- 
tion from all angles. 

“Competition,” he said, “is one of the 
most interesting and at the same time most 
subtle words with which we have to deal. 
Primarily it means strife, war, and you 
know what Sherman said about war. The 
generals on either side are ‘General Ignor- 
ance’ and ‘General Efficiency,’ and if the 
strife lasts long enough there is no room 
for doubt as to who will be successful. 
The great difficulty we have to contend 
with in the independent branch of the 
industry is the fact that we occasionally 
seem to be working at cross purposes. 
Only the larger interests are united, but 
even so it is quite possible for the smaller 
factors to hold their own and at times 
make steady and perceptible gains, but 
this cannot be accomplished unless the 
same intelligence is applied to the busi- 
ness which is necessary in any other line. 

“In all games, rules are necessary to 
their proper conduct, and yet competition 
has no rules which are generally respect- 
ed by the combatants. Traders even on 
the Stock Exchange will by the nod of 
the head or the raising of the hand ac- 
knowledge deals involving thousands of 
dollars and they will honor such arange- 
ments as binding and sacred, and yet at 
the same time these very men, when it 
comes to distributing products which they 
honorably buy, cast discretion to the 
winds and flagrantly violate all rules of 
legitimate trade. This is particularly so 
in the business in which we are engaged, 
due to obvious reasons, many of which 
it is not necessary at this time or in this 
place to consider or discuss, except to 
say that they exist, have existed for a 
long time and will continue to flourish 
unless some governmental agency steps 
in and sees that fair play is assured, or 
else we can educate the trade as to the 
proper ethics to be employed. 

“The practice of price-cutting is to be 
condemned and discountenanced in every 
community and this association has de- 
voted considerable time to trying to im- 
press upon its members and others the 
advantage of maintaining markets legiti- 
mately and going after business along 
modern, approved, scientific and legiti- 
mate methods. At the same time it is 
not our desire to in any way violate the 
law by price agreement or trade agree- 
ments, but to impress upon the marketer 
by education the necessity of proceeding 
by the slower route and by which results 
are more lasting and satisfactory, also 
commanding the respect of those already 
doing business in his district.’’ 

Pointing out that the character of the 
man at the head of a business or corpora- 
tion was always reflected in the men un- 
der him, down to the salesman who goes 
out after business, he said that there are 
four things necessary in the conduct of 
a profitable business. The first is that 
employes shall be well paid and content- 
ed; the second is that the seller, whether 
he be manufacturer or distributor, should 
know absolutely and without any doubt 
the exact cost, not only of his goods, but 
the cost of marketing same. The third 
is to eliminate unreliable and unsatisfac- 
tory salesmen. 


“Very much of the trouble in the oil 
business,”’ he said, “is caused by the un- 
scrupulous salesman who, on account of 
the fact that he is unable to understand 
or make an impression on his customer, 
returns with the statement that one of 
his competitors is underselling the mar- 
ket. The salesman is held strictly ac- 
countable for the work he does and often- 
times he is so circumscribed and watched 
so carefully that it is necessary for him 
to lie to hold his position. This is wrong 
to a great extent. Rules should not be 
made so rigid; more independence should 
be placed in the character of the man 





who is working for you and more respect 
and consideration should be shown him. 
If he constantly fails to bring business 
it should not be necessary for him to 
undertake to state anything which is not 
true in order to make good with his sales 
manager, and yet, if too wide latitude is 
given, the pendulum is apt to swing too 
far in the other direction and create 
trouble elsewhere. Employ high-class 
men, handle them in a high-class way 
and they will return you high-class profits. 

“The fourth feature in connection with 
a successful and profitable business is to 
eliminate to a very great extent the un- 
scrupulous purchasing agent. The busi- 
ness world has too many of these at the 
present time and many of them are very 
subtle and adroit. For instance, he will 
not tell you in so many words that he is 
buying at a less price than you quote him, 
but by inference and innuendo he leaves 
the impression, and the salesman 1s often- 
times prone to grasp the opportunity of 
making statements which have no war- 
rant or foundation in fact. Refuse such 
trade as he offers which is not profitable 
and you will, in the end compel him to 
adopt other methods. 

“If these four elements are properly 
regulated and considered there is no ques- 
tion but the business will show a profit 
at the end of the year.’’ 

The oil business is getting so enormous, 
he continued, that there is a growing 
tendency on the part of some to steal 
from their competitors. If business can 
not be gotten with good products and ef- 
fficient salesmen, he said, it is not worth 
having. There are too many subtle meth- 
ods being used constantly to create de- 
moralization and suspicion and too little 
consideration is given to the selling ef- 
ficiency of the competitors. The inde- 
pendent jobber, he said, is able, by reason 
of his wide acquaintance, to make serious 
inroads on the competitor whose execu- 
tive head is not known and whose com- 
pany is not respected in his district. 

Salesmen, he pointed out, should be 
well trained and students of psychology. 

“The Federal Trade Commission,”’ he 
concluded, “has recently been vu:ganized 
to regulate just such conditions as have 
been mentioned above, and there is no 
question but what they are sincere, earn- 
est and diligent in the work which they 
have undertaken. They need, largely, 
increased power, which it is hoped will 
be ungrudgingly accorded them, and I 
look to see within a comparatively short 
time such regulation by this commission 
as will remedy and stop to a great extent 
the prosperity of the big interests at the 
expense of the smaller merchant and the 
marketer.”’ 


Relief Committee Meets. 


The meeting of the gasoline relief com- 
mittee was held in the evening, with Vice 
President Byrne, chairman of the com- 
mittee, in the chair. He called to the 
attention of the members present pictures 
and blueprints of the Good device for 
using kerosene for gasoline in automobiles 
and tractors. This device, he said, was 
one of two recommended by this commit- 
tee, and he thought it would be a good 
time to have it demonstrated. He said 
that a Buick car equipped with the de- 
vice had come down from New York over 
the road for the purpose of giving a dem- 
onstration to members of the association. 

The members of the association were 
given an opportunity to inspect the device 
on the machine. This is the device which 
starts right off with kerosene instead of 
using gasoline as a starter and then 
changing to kerosene. 

E. E. Grant, secretary, said that after 
a meeting of the relief committee in New 
York two or three months ago, he was 
requested to go to Peoria, Ill., to make 
an inspection of a kerosene carburetor. 
He said he went there a couple of weeks 
ago, but that the inventors were not yet 
ready to give a demonstration. This, he 
said, is one of the devices which requires 
starting on gasoline. It is similar, he 
said, to the one being made by the Holley 
Brothers, controlled to some extent by the 
Ford Motor Co. 

The committee, he said, is not pushing 
any one device nor any two or three de- 
vices, but only two to date had received 
the sanction of the committee. He urged 
that the jobbers look on the matter seri- 
ously, as such a carburetor now is an 
assured success. The year 1917, he said, 
will edvelop big things for the kerosene 
carburetor, and will cause a boom in the 
tractor business. This is important to 
the oil business, he said, for the kerosene 
carburetor will bring it out of the realm 
of speculation and place it where it should 
have been a long time ago. 

A discusion of the question developed 
some objections, one of which that under 
heavy loads it did not develop the power 
that could be obtained with gasoline. This, 


however, it was suggested, could be over- 
come by adjustment of the engine con- 
struction in the way of increasing the 
number of valves. 

Cc. D. Chamberlain, secretary and gen- 
eral counsel of the National Petroleum 
Association, Cleveland, O,, at some length 
described the tank-car situation in the 
country, and asked for the support of the 
Association in having Congress pass an 
amendment to the Interstate Commerce 
Act specifically requiring the railroads 
to furnish tank cars instead of the re- 
finers being compelled to furnish them as 
at present. He said that the refiners had 
a billion dollars in capital tied up in tank 
cas. The railroads compensate at the 
rate of % of a cent a mile for the cars, 
but in many instances only a small per- 
centage is road haul, the rest being in 
terminals where no allowance is made. 
This allowance is barely large enough 
to take care of the repairs, to say noth- 
ing of the depreciation which amounts 
to five per cent a year. The cars have to 
be constantly changed to meet the ever 
changing specifications of the master car 
builders. 

He reviewed, at some length, the case 
brought by President Muir of his ‘asso- 
ciation, to require the railroads to furnish 
this equipment, from the time it entered 
the Interstate Commerce Commission, 
where the refiners won, to the decision of 
the Supreme Court of the United States 
saying that Congress had not specifically 
provided for the furnishing of this trans- 
portation, and therefore reversed the 
Interstate Commerce Commission. 

The refiners feel that something further 
must be done in regard to legislation. 
They feel, he said, that they should now 
go to Congress and have that body give 
positive expression of the right of the 
refiners to go to the Interstate Commerce 
Commission and ask it to compel the 
railroads to furnish tank cars. 

The necesity of the refiners having 
their own tank cars is practically a gift 
to the railroads, he said, of a large 
amout of their profit. He said that when 
the case was pending in the Supreme 
Court the railroads were so sure that it 
would be decided against them that they 
let contracts for a large number of tank 
cars, but when the decision took the 
form that it did, they just cancelled the 
contracts, leaving the refiner-shippers to 
take them up. C.E.K. 








Derricks Leveled By 
A Terrific Windstorm 


HOUSTON, Tex., Jan. 30.—A terrific 
windstorm struck the Markham pool early 
in the week, resulting in the loss of 34 
derricks, wrecking a boiler house and 
damaging a residence. The Producers 
Oil Co. lost 18 derricks; the Swastika 
Oil Co., six; Doheny et al., one; Ten 
Strike Oil Co., two; Clem Oil Co., two; 
Cherry Oil Co., one, and New Hope Oil 
Co., four. The boiler house of the Pro- 
ducers Oil Co. was unroofed and the sides 
scattered over the prairie. Three years 
ago the pool was hit by a cyclone and a 
great deal of property damaged apd seven 
years ago all the derricks and buildings 
in the pool were demolished from the 
same cause. The Markham pool is lo- 
cated in Matagorda County, southwest of 
Houston. 

The water shipments of the Gulf Re- 
fining Co. from its Port Arthur terminals 
for the first half of January aggregated 
660,011 bbls., of which 58,182 bbls. were 
crude. The export movement of refinery 
products during the same period total 
238,423 bbls., going out in seven cargoes. 
Three of the cargoes with 129,614 bbls. 
were consigned to Dartmouth, Pngland, 
and one cargo of 66,048 bbls. went to 
Alexandria, Egypt. Two cargoes of 19,- 
919 bbls. and 22,843 bbl8., respectively, 
were consigned to Queenstown, Ireland. 

P.L.M. 





NEW ADVERTISING MANAGER. 





The La Belle Iron Works, with plants 
at Steubenville, O., and Wheeling, W. Va., 
has reorganized its advertising depart- 
ment and has engaged G. P. Blackiston as 
advertising manager. Mr. Blackiston takes 
up the work with a thorough technical 
training, having spent 18 years in various 
capacities in the iron and steel business, 
concentrating during the past nine years 
on publicity and sales. He formerly acted 
as advertising manager of the United 
Steel Co., the Berger Manufacturing Co., 
the Stark Rolling Mill Co. and other con- 
cerns prominent in the metal-working 
trades. 
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GULF COAST EXPORTS INCREASED IN 1916 


An Addition of Almost 1,000,000 Barrels Over 1915—Much of This 
Oil Was For Naval Use. 


HOUSTON, Tex., Jan. 25.—The water 
shipments of refinery products and crude 
from the Gulf Coast ports of Port Arthur, 
Sabine, Beaumont and Baton Rouge dur- 
ing the year 1916 aggregated a total of 
98.544,311 bbls. against 37,614,815 bbls. 
moved from the same ports during 1915, 
or an increase of 929,496 bbls. for the 
year. This includes coastwise and ex- 
port shipments. 

Under the term refinery products is 
included gasoline, illuminating oil fuel 
oil, gas oil and lubricating oil. The ship- 
ments of refinery products totaled 32,- 
730,741 bbls. and that of crude reached 
5,813,570 bbls. The shipments of the 
Union Petroleum Co. from Westwego, 
opposite New Orleans and likewise those 
of the Export Oil Corporation, a selling 
organization, for Olkahoma refineries 
made from Avondale, 11 miles from New 
Orleans, are not included in these com- 
pilations. During 1915 the first-named 
company shipped 1,412,000 bbls. from 
Westwego and the Export Oil Corpor- 
ation sent out a total of 514,000 bbls. from 
Avondale, while the Louisiana Oil Ex- 
porting Corporation, acting for Shreve- 
port refineries sent out two cargoes of 
59,500 bbls. from Chalmette, La. During 
1916 the Pierce-Fordyce Oil Corporation 
made one shipment to France from Texas 
City, which is also missing from the sub- 
joined table, as are a few minor ship- 
ments from Galveston. 

The following table gives the total ship- 
ments of refined and crude from Port 
Arthur, Baton Rouge, Sabine and Beau- 
mont by months: 








Month. Refined Crude. 
TANUOTY 2,20 caa ca mae ains 2,249,093 446,107 
POUTUATY ~.s dese h ssa ae 2,498,012 490,711 
March ..swdsepacdicaaseen 2,580,789 560,146 
ADT. sass. Sera awe sie ae 2,097,279 504,172 
MAY. 2... <cacemiat wan 3,196,429 385,465 
a EE ere eae 2,406,165 496,982 
BAY. ..ck senate mau 3,050,370 410,502 
August ik ccehas Cie ee 3,184,469 317,317 
September =<iveua scenes es 3,363,629 622,048 
OCLODEr <sie.scewias Cad eee PS 2,680,486 . 611,320 
November. s <encw esa scies 2,643,691 333,895 
December ooo evss0t.c6c0' 2,780,349 634,905 

Total 1946s. s:i. susan 32,730,741 5,813,570 

Total 1900 v5.03 ctee ne 27,638,275 9,976,540 

Difference ........-+. 5,092,466 4,037,030 


— crude and refined, 1916, 38,544,311 
Is. 
ae crude and refined, 1915, 37,614,815 
ls, 


Net increase, 929,496 bbls. 

Beaumont figures for the first time 
since the opening of the Gulf Coast pools 
and the subsequent erection of refineries. 
Heretofore the shipments of the Mag- 
nolia Petroleum Co. were made from 
Sabine Pass, but the opening of the chan- 
nel from Port Arthur early last year en- 
abled the company to make shipments 
direct from its refinery wharf. 

The export movement from the same 
ports during 1916 aggregated 14,795,879 
bbls, which is conceded to be in excess 
of the record for 1915. No figures are 
available showing the exports from Port 
Arthur, Sabine, Beaumont or Baton 
Rouge during 1915. 

The following table gives the total ex- 
port movement of refinery products and 
crude during last year by months: 






Shipments, 

Month. Bbls. 
anuary ... P 970,094 
February 972,222 
pemeh 822,718 
pril .. 1,055,537 
May .... 935,222 
INGC ...  aiaba en eE eta she aide 875,369 
IW... ... 55 Gs seen anette te erm ole 969,308 
AUpist Snhs. eee eed ee eneasls 1,036,914 
PODLEMBER:..7c Hie aa eat Maes Os 1,362,122 
Oktober oy scves 35 depen Rote beans 1,180,468 
NOVEM ber. io. coc Lam Coe Cais ye wns 1,200,651 
December 44.5, fase eet area tie 3,415,254 

Botal «Staci Ger es ee ial eet ces 14,795,879 


During the month of January 85% of 
the water shipments of the Standard Oil 
Co. of Louisiana from its refinery at 
Baton Rouge were consigned to foreign 
Ports, while the export shipments of the 
Texas Co. from Port Arthur during that 
month totaled 40%. of its entire water 
movement, and the Gulf Refining Co. 
Sent out 41% of its total water shipments 
to foreign ports. 

During the month of February the 
Standard Oil Co. of Louisiana consigned 
29% of its total water shipments to the 
foreign ports; The Texas Co. 51% and the 
Gulf Refining Co. 48%. During March 
the Baton Rouge foreign shipments were 
263,706 bbls. The Texas Co. 280,939 bbls., 
and the Gulf Refining Co. 510,812 bbls. 

During July the export movement ag- 
8regated 969,308 bbls., of which the Stan- 
dard of Louisiana sent of 218,013 bbls. to 





foreign ports; The Texas Co. 482,639 bbls. 
and the Gulf Refining Co. 268,056 bbls. 
During August the export shipments of 
refined and crude reached a total of 1,036,- 
914 bbls., of which amount the Standard 
Oil Co. consigned 75,431 bbls. of crude to 
Campana, Argentine and Havana. 

In October the export shipments jump- 
ed to 1,180,486 bbls., the Standard Oil Co. 
consigning 393,635 bbls.; The Texas Co. 
532,370 bbls. and the Gulf Refining Co. 
228,866 bbls. The Pierce-Fordyce Oil Asso- 
ciation made its first foreign shipment 
from Texas City during that month— 
25,615 bbls. of gasoline going to France. 
During November the export movement 
was made up of 138,606 bbls. of refined 
and 49,354 bbls. of crude consigned by the 
Standard of Louisiana; 492,519 bbls. by 
The Texas Co. and 708,132 bbls. by the 
Gulf Refining Co. 

The Magnolia Petroleum Co. does not 
make public the destination or name of 
consignee of its water shipments, conse- 
uently it is impossible to distinguish be- 
tween coastwise and foreign shipments. 
However, it is known that a good per- 
centage of. this company’s movement by 
water went abroad. Practically all the 
vessel shipments of the Sun Co. are made 
up of crude consigned from Sabine to 
Marcus Hook. This company also con- 
signed some foreign cargoes during the 
year, but the destinations were withheld: 

While at least 60% of the foreign car- 
goes loaded out from Port Arthur by The 
Texas Co. and the Gulf Refining Co. were 
consigned to the British Admiralty 
station at Dartmouth and other British 
ports, shipments were also made to 
France, China, Phillippines, Africa, Aus- 
tralia and South American points. The 
Standard Oil Co. consignments went to 
Sweden, Holland and Italy, as well as to 
Argentina and Cuba. 

While the bulk of the foreign cargoes 
consisted of fuel oil, gasoline, gas oil and 
lubricating formed an interesting propor- 
tion of the refinery products sent aborad 
during the year under review. Most of 
the crude shipments were coastwise, go- 
ing to Bayonne, Marcus Hook, Beverly, 
Gibson’s Point and Providence. P.L.M. 


NEW STORAGE STATION BUILT 
IN CHILE BY UNION COMPANY. 





LOS ANGELBS, Cal., Jan. 27. — The 
Union Oil Co. of California made its first 
delivery of oil at the new tank and stor- 
age station at Poblacion Vergara, located 
on Valpariso Bay, Chile, a few weeks 
ago, when the oil tank steamer Cordelia 
opened her bunkers and discharged 5,000 
tons of California crude oil at the newest 
of the company’s South American storage 
stations. 

This new storage station, situated be- 
tween Calles Nos. 18 and 19, Poblacion 
Vergara, was constructed at a cost of 
$187,000 gold. This is the fifth installa- 
tion to be made in Chile, the other stor- 
age stations being located at Taltal, Anto- 
fogasta, Tocopilla and Iquique. These 
plants are all of the very latest type of 
construction and represent an investment 
of several hundred thousand dollars. They 
are so constructed that tank ships are 
permitted to anchor in the offing and dis- 
charge their cargoes by means of large 
pipes, laid out into the harbor or open 
roadstead, and a flexible armored hose is 
attached to these pipes, which lie at the 
bottom of the sea. When the ship takes 
up her position at anchor this hose is 
drawn up and attached to the ship’s 
bunker valves and the force pumps are 
started and the oil forced from the ship’s 
bunkers to the storage tanks on shore. 

The stations also are equipped with 
force pumps for the purpose of loading 
cars that are taken inland to the numer- 
ous nitrate plants, where it is used for 
fuel almost exclusively, having supplanted 
coal in all but a very few of the smaller 
and unimportant plants. 


PLAN A COMMUNITY OIL WELL. 





LEAVENWORTH; Kan., Jan. 26.—A 
meeting of the Community Club of Ton- 
ganoxie was held recently for the purpose 
of forming a stock company for drilling 
for oil and gas immediately. A number 
of the business men of the town are in- 
terested in the project and a good part 
of the stock already has been pledged. 
The oil proposition is distinctly a com- 
munity affair. 2 














The Parkersburg “Chain” Drilling Machine 
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The Machine 
with a gratifying 
. record of having 
done greater work 
~ thanthat for which 
it was designed 
and recom- 
mended. 








Fully equipped 
with Transport 
Trucks, etc., and 

simplified for 
moving and re- 
erecting at a low 
minimum ex- 
pense. 
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The Parkersburg Rig & Reel Company 


PARKERSBURG, W. VA. TULSA, OKLA. 




















Cooper Duplex Compressors 
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Two Cooper Duplex Double-acting Compressors, in the Clarendon 
Gasoline Company’s Station, Clarendon, Pa., compressing casinghead 
gas from 15-inch vacuum to 250 pounds. 


THE IDEAL UNIT FOR GASOLINE 
PLANTS AND BOOSTER WORK 


Compressor Cylinders direct driven, single or two stage; Engine 
Cylinders double acting; Unit self-contained, self-oiling, water 
cooled throughout. Maximum rating 175 brake horsepower at 175 
R. P. M. Variable speed control. 


Write for full information 


THE C. & G. COOPER CO., Mt. Vernon, Ohio 


Engine Builders 























30 


THE OIL AND 


GAS JOURNAL 


Thursday, 





HOW ROUMANIA’S FIELD WAS WIPED OUT 


American Driller Tells of Methods Used in Destroying Oil Property— 
Much of Damage Irreparable. 


(By Garland P. Ferrell.) 

One of the first American refugees to 
reach home after witnessing the destruc- 
tion of between $50,000,000 and $80,000,000 
worth of oil properties in the Roumanian 
oil fields is A. J. Graff, a Standard Oil 
representative. Mr. Graff has been with 
the Standard for about 20 years and has 
completed wells in many fields,- but has 
just safely ended the most thrilling of 
ali his adventures. In Roumania he had 
been engaged for four years in operating 
Roumanian labor on the property known 
as The Romana Americana, the local gov- 
vernment insisting on the national title 
being first in the foreign titles, just as 
the Roumanian flag needed to be floated 
always atop of the Stars and Stripes. In 
his district Mr. Graff had completed five 
wells, the most famous of them being a 
gusher known as No. 5, with a daily pro- 
duction of 35,000 bbls. 

He remained on the property until Nov. 
27, having for 75 days heard the continu- 
ous cannonading from the Carpathian 
peaks, as the eastern front of the great 
war came over the mountains into ‘The 
Land of Flowers.” After seeing the de- 
struction of the wells by a staff of engi- 
neers representing the Allies, he was di- 





bbls. a year, were turned into the expedi- 
encies of war. This supervision of the 
wells dictated how boilers had to be 
housed in and insulated to prevent waste 
by radiation; it dictated the solid cement 
footings for the rig timbers; it directed 
the native method of starting a well by 
a hand-dug shaft similar to the method 
of making mining shafts in America, and 
it kept a precise account of the produc- 
tion, even though the company used its 
own pipe lines to a refinery, the Govern- 
ment laying a freight toll on the produc- 
tion to an amount equal to the freight 
had the oil been shipped out on Govern- 
ment rails. This Governmental claim to 
all minerals Mr. Graff saw expressed by 
soldiers, who guarded all outcroppings of 
rock salt, so that the visitor is denied 
even the satisfaction of licking a piece 
of it. He also saw a remarkable deposit 
of clear fossil wax which an Englishman 
had laid bare and which he proposed to 
exploit for market, but which was taken 
over by the Government. An inventory 
of all property had to be filed with the 
authorities, and even commercial opera- 
tions as simple as a horse trade had to 
be reported and ratified by the proper 
official. The result was that when Rou- 








ROMANA AMERICANA WELL WHICH §S 


rected by soldiers to take his fur over- 
coat and a little handbag and to set forth 
afoot for Buzeo, the nearest railroad 
town, 36 miles away. After continuous 
travel he reached New York City Jan. 14. 
He was interviewed for The Oil and Gas 
Journal Jan. 19 while en route to Sisters- 
ville, W. Va., having been directed by the 
New York office to report to the Carter 
Oil Co. at that place. 

Leaving Roumania he was of a party 
of about 80 Americans, but they very 
soon became separated under military 
supervision, only five being allowed to 
embark at one time. The last he saw of 
D. C. Snyder, his American associate in 
Roumania, was at Gothenberg, Sweden, 
where Mr. Snyder was directed to await 
another sailing. 

Under normal travel conditions, a trav- 
eler going to Mr. Graff’s assignment in 
Roumania would go to Hamburg, Berlin, 
Bukarest, Buzeo by rail, and then with 
Russian ponies and a buckboard would 
drive overland to the properties in the 
oil field in the foothills of the Carpa- 
thians. His return journey, however, un- 
der the embarassments of war, with the 
attendant suspicions and diversions, made 
him walk 36 miles to the railroad at 
Buzeo, thence by rail to Jassy in North- 
ern Moldavia, thence by zigzag journeys 
through Russia, during which he spent 11 
days and nights in a cattle car on a mil- 
itary train to Petrograd, thence to Tor- 
nea and Haparanda in Sweden, thence to 
Stockholm, across Sweden by rail to 
Gothenberg, thence by steamer to New- 
castle and on to Liverpool. He sailed 
from Liverpool Jan. 6 on the American 
line steamer New York for New York 
City. 

Government Monopoly. 

Mineral rights in Roumania are claimed 
by Government monopoly, and all opera- 
tions are supervised under Government 
inspection under a system which is so 
precise that it explains how quickly the 
oil fields, which are making 13,000,000 





TARTED FLOWING 35,000 BBLS. A DAY 


mania decided to enter the war the offi- 
cials immediately had the data upon which 
to decide what to do with the oil proper- 
ties. Menaced by the threat that Russia 
proposed to cross Roumania with her 
forces, Roumania decided on Aug. 27 to 
join operations with the Allies as against 
the Central Powers. Within eight hours 
of this decision, soldiers applied to Mr. 
Graff for the ox teams which he used in 
teaming supplies to the Romana Ameri- 
cana property, and these oxen were im- 
mediately slaughtered for army beef. The 
soldiers took also one of Mr. Graff’s 
teams of horses, paying for them 2,400 
francs. The American was never able to 
understand the system of appraisal for 
these commandeered animals, for soon 
after the soldiers decided to take also a 
pair of star-faced, beautifully matched 
Russian saddle-horses, and for these they 
presented 150 francs each. 
Wrecking Oil Properties. 

When it was decided that Roumania 
was likely to be invaded by the German, 
Austrian, Bulgarian and Turkish armies, 
for indeed within 100 days after ‘ Rou- 
mania had entered the war the Central 
Powers had seized Bukarest, the capital, 
the engineers made short work of the oil 
properties. Refineries and stocked oil 
were given over to the torch. Mr. Graff 
says that he saw one pillar of fire which 
leaped fully 300 feet high. At his own sta- 
tion, which was four miles from the near- 
est hamlet, the rigs were taken down, the 
cement footings dynamited, the flowing 
oil fired and the holes plugged. Around 
the property were about $100,000 worth 
of casing, drilling and fishing tools. Thé 
tools were connected up and lowered into 
the holes upside down—that is, with the 
bits up—and were then “lost” and 
rammed in with scrap-iron. After the 
entire site of the wells had been razed, an 
enormous labor was performed by sol- 
diers bringing dirt from a nearby hillside, 
which was spread thickly over the loca- 
tions in an effort to conceal just where 





the holes had been. Mr. Graff says that 
the engineers did their work so well that 
it will be useless after the war to try to 
rehabilitate the old produc@rs and that 
it will be necessary to drill new wells 
from the beginning. 

Was a Big Producer. 

In Roumania the Government insists 
upon the metric system of weights and 
measures, a rule in feet and inches being 
instantly confiscated. The data on the 
“Romana Americana 5,’’ the great pro- 
ducer in Mr. Graff’s district at Pacureti, 
Great Wallachia, is translated as follows: 
The well took eight months in drilling 
and hit the producing sand at 2,700 feet 
It was started with 25-inch casing and 
was completed with 12-inch. In starting 
a well the American process is not used 
of spudding in, but the driller begins his 
first work ‘‘on the beam.” This is be- 
cause the native process of digging a 
‘putz’ is employed. A shaft one meter 
equare is dug by hand under a contract 
system and is shored in with interlocked 
timbers. Such a “‘putz’’ is sometimes dug 
out many hundreds of feet deep. The big 
casing is set in the “putz” and the drill- 
ing proceeds much after the American 
method. In this district the casing with 
a collar, such as is used in the Mid-Conti- 
nent fields, is not used. The formations 
are soft and cave easily and necessitate 
frequent movement. The casing is of 
malleable iron of the slip-joint, riveted 
type, and was obtained before the war in 
large part from Germany. 

Living conditions at Mr. Graff’s assign- 
ment were much more agreeable than 
might be suspected. The company pro- 
vided a seven-room American bungalow 
for him and Mr. Snyder, with a house- 
keeper. Owing to numerous church holi- 
days, some 80 of them in the year, when 
native laborers will not work, the Ameri- 
cans had much leisure. The neighboring 
foothills abounded in game, such as wild 
hogs, bear, deer and wild goats, and very 
near the property there was good bird 
shooting, so that the Americans found 
much diversion. 

When he reached New York Mr. Graff 
was reimbursed for his personal property 
which had been confiscated. . If the total 
value of the oil properties is paid in full 
by the Allies, the figure will be amazing. 


PIPE LINES FILE TARIFFS. 





WASHINGTON, Jan. 25.—The Eureka 
Pipe Line Co., in connection with the 
Southwest Pennsylvania Pipe Lines, Na- 
tional Transit Co., Northern Pipe Line 
Co..and New York Transit Co., has made 
a joint tariff for the transportation, by 
pipe lines, of crude petroleum oil from 
Bell, Gibson, Brice, Hoffman, Bucher, 
Jake’s Run, Bula, Littleton, Carson, Mur- 
ray, Downs and Scott, W. Va., via Bear 
Creek to Olean, N. Y., at the rate of 30 
cents per barrel of 42 U. S. gallons. Is- 
sued Jan. 15, 1917, effective February 15, 
1917. 

Eureka Pipe Line Co., in connection 
with the South West Pennsylvania Pipe 
Line Co. and National Transit Co., has 
issued a joint tariff for the transportation, 
by pipe lines, of crude petroleum oil from 
Bell, Gibson, Brice, Hoffman, Jake’s Run, 
Bula, Littleton, Carson, Murray, Downs 
and Cott, W. V., via Bear Creek to Frank- 
lin Station, Pa., at the rate of 22 cents 
per barrel of 42 U. S. gallons. Issued 
Jan. 15, 1917, effective Feb. 15, 1917. 

The Eureka Pipe Line Co., in connec- 
tion with the South West Pennsylvania 
Co. and National Transit Co., has made 
a joint tariff for the transportation, by 
pipe lines, of crude petroleum oil -from 
Bula, Downs, Hoffman, Jake’s Run and 
Littleton, W. Va., via Ewings, Pa., to 
Pittsburgh, Pa., at the rate of 12 cents 
per barrel of 42 U. S. gallons. Issued Jan. 
15, 1917, effective Feb. 15, 1917. 


CONSOLIDATION OF TWO COMPANIES 





The Louisiana Land & Drilling Co. is 
now part owner of the Concordia Oil & 
Gas Co., and the Concordia Oil & Gas 
Co. part owner of the Louisiana Land & 
Drilling Co. The officers of the Concordia 
Oil & Gas Co. are: Jno. H. Winemiller, 
W. F. Braun, L. J. F. Rooney, J. H. Wat- 
kins, all of Tulsa. The Concordia Oil & 
Gas Co. owns about 40,000 acres of oil and 
gas leases in Louisiana and. Mississippi. 
They are now commencing operations on 
some of.the leases in St. Landry Parish, 
south of Opelousas, and Franklin Parish, 
near the new Monroe field. 

At a recent meeting, J. N. McNeal, of 
Tulsa, was elected on the board of di- 
rectors of the Louisiana Land Drilling 
Co., and Ferdinand Mouton, Lieutenant 
Governor of Louisiana, has been elected 
one of the directors of the Concordia Oil 
& Gas Co. . 








Rigby Improved Oil Saver 





Patented February 7, 1911. 


To use the oil saver to shut in a 
flowing well that’s not equipped, run 
slack off wheels to safety. Put the 
saver on the rope, put on a wrapper, 
swing the tools in the hole and lower 
the tools till the saver seats in the 
casing head. 

In ordering oil savers used in casing 
heads, give size of base wanted on 
saver you order and size of rope. 


Rigby All-Size Rope Clamp 


Patented December 10, 1907. 











Patented December 8, 1914. 
The clamp always remains on the 
temper screw, simply change the slips 


for the rope you wish to use. A min- 
ute’s work will do it. 


Righy Combination Oil Saver 


Special for California 








Patented July 28,1914. 


In ordering oil savers used in under- 
reaming say RIGBY COMBINATION 
OIL SAVER and give size of casing 
and threads. No casing head required 
for this saver, it fits in the collar. 
For circulating system, underreaming, 
following down with casing and flow- 
ing wells it has no equal. 





Manufactured by 


Modern Well Supplies Company 


BUTLER, PA. 


Ask your dealer—If not in stock, 
write us. 
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CHINA HAS OIL POSSIBILITIES, SAYS ENVOY 


Chinese Minister Tells of Commercial Opportunities and Gives Brief 
History of Past Field Operations. 


(By Charles E. Kern.) 

WASHINGTON, D. C., Jan. 26.—‘‘What 
are the opportunities for oil in China?” 
The answer is given by V. K. Wellington 
Koo, Minister Plenepotentiary and Envoy 
Extraordinary, from China to the United 
States. 

Because the American Honorary Com- 
mercial Commission is being organized by 
the American Chinese Products Co. for 
an observation trip to the Orient, and be- 
cause important oil and other concerns 
through their national organizations have 
heen considering the advisability of mak- 
ing the trip for a survey of the commer- 
cial opportunities for their business being 
extended in the Far East, the question 
was put to the Chinese Minister by the 
Washington representative of The Oil and 
Gas Journal. 

Minister Koo has replied that the op- 
portunities are large and conditions favor- 
able and the time propitious for develop- 
ment along these lines, both as regards 
importations from the United States into 
China and for the development of petro- 
leum wells in China by American capital. 
His statement follows: 

“The Chinese people feel very friendly 
toward the American people, because they 
know the American business man is mere- 
ly seeking trade and is not coming with 
any ulterior motive of aggression. So 
my people have a great preference for 
the American and this friendship will 
prove a great trade asset. 

“If the American business interests will 
go to China and show their goods, if they 
will do as other nations have done—learn 
our language and deal directly with our 
people—they will develop a market far 
beyond their expectations. 

“The big concerns should send their 
own selling agents. It is said that the 
Chinese are conservative and hence slow 
to adopt new things. This is true when 
they are not convinced it is wisdom, but 
once show them why they should take on 
new commodities and they will have 
them. They will demonstrate a very pro- 
gressive spirit. 

“We have a population of 400,000,000 
people and a territory covering 4,500,000 
square miles. That ought to furnish a 
pretty big field for any line of trade. 

Petroleum Imports $19,000,000 Yearly. 

“China imported nearly $19,000,000 worth 
of petroleum products in one year. Pe- 
troleum has practically taken the place of 
the primitive bean-oil lamps. All the 
treaty ports and the big cities in China 
are now. burning petroleum oils. 

“In China it is very well understood 
that the Americans are the real pioneers 
in the oil trade. While negotiations for 
Government contracts and concessions to 
develop the oil mines in especially desig- 
nated districts of China are in abeyance, 
many Chinese feel that eventually our oil 
wells will be developed through American 
enterprise. 

“The possibilities are unbounded for the 
oil business in China. The raw material 
and the cheap yet efficient labor is there. 
The experts and capital anly are needed 
to start an important industry, which 
Americans easily can supply. The Ameri- 
cans are known in China as pioneers in 
the petroleum industry and their experts 
always will be welcome. 

“The Chinese Government, recognizing 
that it is advantageous for the country to 
develop its mineral resources, and that 
it is desirable to attract foreign as well 
as the Chinese capital to embark in min- 
ing enterprises, have codified very liberal 
mining regulations. While promoting the 
interests of the Chinese citizens and not 
injuring in any way the sovereign rights 
of China, the new regulations offer no im- 
pediment to the attraction of foreign cap- 
ital. The American capital looks especial- 
ly attractive to the Chinese. It suffices 
to say they consider every American 
friendly. 

“China is naturally anxious to develop 
her home industry. According to the re- 
port of the American Consul General in 
Shanghai, the importation of kerosene 
into China for 1913 totaled 183,984,352 gal- 
lons, valued at $18,823,508 gold. 

“The return of China to normal political 
and financial conditions will unquestion- 
ably lead to an immense increase in the 
consumption of American mineral oils of 
all grades. 

“Again, China is paying higher prices 
every day, for the freight rates on the 
foreign oil has gone up very high on ac- 
count of the war. The same high rate 





has also reduced the profit of the pro- 
ducer. It certainly will be the cheapest 
and best way by refining the Chinese oil 
and selling it in the Orient. Some day 
this will be done and must be done. Let 
us entertain the hope of American co- 
operation. 

“The introduction of the Occidental 
mode of living among the well-to-do 
classes has brought about a growing de- 
mand for reforms in building on Western 
models. Naturally these call for Western 
furnishings. There is in consequence a 
surprising demand for American paints 
and varnishes, and this is a demand that 
should be constantly growing as_ the 
Western methods are more generally 
adopted throughout our great country. 

“We also import a great quantity of 
drugs from the United States. Quinine, 
in the form it is manufactured abroad, 
was hardly known to the Chinese people 
at large up to two decades ago. Among 
the common people it is now very largely 
used, as are also a number of medicinal 
tonics. 

“China imports a vast supply of dyes 
and coloring substances. I note that the 
United States is proposing to develop a 
domestic dye supply, both from vegetable 
products and from coal-tar products. If 
a great American industry results, it will 
find one. of its best markets in China. 

Oil Offers Opportunity. 

“But though there are large fields for 
trade co-operation between China and the 
United States in paints, varnishes,. drugs 
and dyestuffs, I feel that the petroleum 
products offer the best opportunity. The 
preliminary agreement made in 1914 be- 
tween the Chinese Government and the 
Standard Oil Co. of New York for the ex- 
ploitation and development of the petro- 
leum resources in certain districts in the 
provinces of Chili and Shensi, has _ re- 
awakened interest in oil deposits which 
are comparatively little known outside of 
China. The most famous oil districts are 
in the provinces of Szechuen and Shensi. 

“There is no better description in En- 
glish of the petroleum districts in Sze- 
chuen than that given by Louis Coldre, 
who during his many years of service as 
missionary apostolique in that province 
had ample opportunity to secure accu- 
rate information, which he has embodied 
in an important paper (Les Salines et les 
Puits des Feu du Szechuen, Ann de Mine, 
Vol. 19). According to M. Coldre, the 
most famous petroleum and salt districts 
are west of Tze-liu-ching, in the east cen- 
tral Szechuen, about 100 miles west of 
Chunking, and an equal distance south of 
Chentu. 

“The following typical section at Tze- 
liu-ching is given by M. Coldre: 

“ «Tertiary sandstone, yellow, 100 to 300 
feet thick. 

“ ‘Limestone, gray. 

“* ‘Sandstone, red. ~ 

“ ‘Oolite, orange colored, with petroleum 
at 600 feet. 

“ ‘Timestone, earthy white, fossilifer- 
ous. 

“* Timestone, yellowish, with weak flow 
of gas at 300 feet. 

“Marl, bluish gray, irridescent, white 
Permian chalk, with brine 12% to 15% at 
1,000 to 1,800 feet. 

““‘Schists, greenish, strong brine and 
flow of gas at 2,500 to 3,300 feet.’ . 

“The Szechuen petroleum, gas and brine 
—all three, two or only one of them—may 
be found in any given well. Where gas 
is strong the well is used for the supply 
of heat. Where the gas is unimportant 
the petroleum and brine are drawn off 
together into reServoirs. The petroleum 
rises to the surface and is skimmed off. 
It is of a variety of colors. Some is milk 
white, pure enough to burn with a good 
light; a greenish white variety is less use- 
ful; a dark yellow petroleum is still less 
useful, and a viscuous black variety gives 
little light and -much smoke. 

“The people as yet know little of the 
scientific process of refining this petro- 
leum and burn it just as it is in crude 
lamps. 5 

“The Chinese also use the oil as an oint- 
ment in certain skin diseases and for 
rheumatism, just as the crude petroleum 
in Pennsylvania was once used. The use 
of oil shampoo in this country may have 
been copied from the Chinese method. 

“There are 30 to 40 of the petroleum 
wells in operation in the Tze-liu-ching dis- 
trict and about 50 in the whole province. 
It must be remembered that neither pe- 
troleum nor gas are the objects of search 
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TIDE WATER OIL GOMPANY 
11 BROADWAY 
NEW YORK CITY 


























De La Vergne Crude Oil Engines 


RE ay: eT ae - . ot os ™ ro 

















Latest type 300-H. P. Integral twin DE LA VERGNE type 
**FH”’ Crude Oil Engine. 


“We have been operating one of your DE LA 
VERGNE oil engines for nearly seven years and 
have been running it steadily. Last year we put in 
another one. — Taking everything into consideration, 
we think that the service, economy, steadiness of your 
engine surpasses anything we have ever had in our 
plant before.”” — Extract of letter from 
FINBERG MANUFACTURING CO., 
Attleboro, Mass. 


Send for our Bulletin No. 138. 


De La Vergne Machine Company 
1184 E. 138th Street, New York City 


Also Builders of Ice and Refrigerating Machinery 





























32 


THE OIL AND 


GAS JOURNAL Thursday, 





by the Chinese, but are merely accidental 
discoveries while drilling for brine. It is 
quite possible, therefore, that petroleum 
may be found in much more abundant 
amounts if scientific exploitation is di- 
rected towards its development. At pres- 
ent the oil is reckoned by the natives as 
a necessary evil. If a well produces more 
than 50%. of oil, it is considered unprofit- 
able. 

“Those wells that are working produce 
from 15% to 50% of oil and 50% to 85% 
of brine, the average being about 33% of 
oil and 66% of brine. At Tze-liu-ching 
these wells produce on the average 400 
tons of brine and about 100 tons of oil, 
most of the oil being run waste. 

"At Shiating the brine industry is not 
so prosperous as it was 50 years ago, as 
the oil has been constantly increasing and 
the brine decreasing. About 18 miles 
south of Tze-liu-ching there is’a seepage 
where the ground is so saturated with oil 
that the latter will burn, and there are 
crevices in the rocks which continually 
emit gas, which is sometimes set alight 
by the Chinese. 

“The Province of Shensi comes next in 
importance for its promising oil fields. 
Some 10 years ago the Chinese Govern- 
ment, thinking that the oil indications in 
the province justified drilling for oil, 
made arrangements with some Japanese 
oil workers to drill. Light machinery was 
used and they drilled five shallow wells. 
No. 1 was 245 feet deep and it is claimed 
started off with a production of 50 bbls. 
and at present is being operated with 
four strings of 1-inch tubing in it and do- 
ing about 7 bbls. a day. No. 2 is drilled 
about 350 feet deep and is doing fairly 
well. The Government has a small refin- 
ery there and is refining the products of 
these two wells. The refinery supplies 
that part of the country with a low grade 
of coal oil for about 50 cents gold per gal- 
lon The quality of the oil should be 
very good, as it is of paraffine base and 
about 43 gravity. It is some price to pay 
50 cents for one gallon of petroleum in 


any country. 
Drilling by Americans. 
“The American drilling followed an in- 


vestigation by American geologists. Dur- 
ing early June, 1914, 19 American expert 
oil drillers sent by the Standard Oil Co. 
left Shanghai for Yenanfu in Shensi. On 
the first trip the party conveyed 250 to 
300 tons of American machinery, includ- 
ing cable tools for drilling. There were 
four outfits for ordinary work and two 
outfits for soft-formation work. 

“The machinery sent over was capable 
of drilling a well 3,000 to 4,000 feet deep, 
attempting to show better results than 
the Japanese. An account of American 
drilling in the Yenanfu district and their 
lack of organization and perseverence is 
quoted as follows: 

‘*Starting up the well on Nov. 10, 1914, 
with an 8-inch hole, we found the rock 
very hard, of lime and sand formation. 
We drilled to 175 feet, where we set a 
12.5-inch casing and drilled ahead with 
12.5-inch bit to test an oil sand that we 
expected about 200 feet, but we drilled 
ahead to about 250 feet, as we would oc- 
casionally get a little showing, some gas 
and oil. 

‘*At this depth we jumped the weld on 
the only stem we had that had a box in 
that we could run 18-inch and 12.5-inch 
bits on. It was our intention to pull out 
the 12.5-inch casing after making a test 
and open ream the hole to 18-inch, that 
we could get as mich 12.5-inch as pos- 
sible, but when we broke this stem we 
thought it would be safer to go ahead 
with 12.5-inch bit, as we were compelled 
to use a sub on one of the other stems, 
and even this was not practical and very 
unsafe. 

“We only got to a depth of 550 feet 
when the sub was broken. We then were 
compelled to shut down until another 
stem landed here from Tiensein. 

“ ‘Shutting down on Nov. 25, Mr. Mor-, 
gan concluded that China was no place 
for him, and after a long talk with Mr. 
Smith, was given his transportation to 
return to the States.’ 

“The work came to an end in the early 
part of 1916, and the whole party re- 
turned to America. There is no question 
about the abundance of oil in the prov- 
ince, but the question of capitalization 
and control made it difficult for a final 


agreement. The Standard Oil Co. wished 
the capital to be $7,500,000 and any fur- 
ther money required was to be supplied 


by the company at 6%. This proposition 
was made in writing, and at the same 
time it was proposed that the marketing 
of the products of the fields should be en- 
trusted to the Standard Oil Co. The pro- 
posais were unacceptable to the Chinese 
Government, as they were deemed de- 
partures from the original agreement and 
accordingly counter proposals were made. 





These in their turn did not prove accept- 
able to the Standard Oil Co. 

“Although the agreement expired and 
the search came to a sudden end, the fact 
that the greatest oil company in the 
world was willing to enter upon the nego- 
tiations may be accepted as proof that 
the investigations that have been made 
showed that the Shensi fields are doubt- 
lessly worth exploitation.”’ 


Life in Mexican Fields 
Not a Grand, Sweet Song 


OIL CITY, Pa., Jan. 25.—R. C. Bell, a 
former resident of Oil City, who but re- 
cently returned from Mexico, is the guest 
of Granville Ossman, Halyday Street. 

Mr. Bell left Oil City in 1876, after hav- 
ing lived here for a period of 15 years. 
Mr. Bell returned to the United States 
from the Tampico oil fields in Mexico on 
July 3 on account of the scarcity of pro- 
visions in the southern republic. 

He has a wealth of exciting experiences 
which he relates to his many friends in 
this city and which have been greatly en- 
joyed by all who heard them. Speaking 
of the sensation which the arrival of the 
guardsmen on the border created in Mex- 
ico, he says that almost all of the Mexi- 
cans were of the firm belief that they 
could easily come into the United States 
and win from the American forces. 

Among his stories is one which deals 
with a battle that happened near the 
place where he was working for the Eagle 
Oil Co. This was at Pretero del Llano. 
Mr. Bell was at work in a valley, while on 
the two neighboring hillsides the two 
Mexican factions were busily engaged in 
an exchange of shots. The contest raged 
over their heads for three hours, he said. 

“The stories of large casualties which 
are experienced in these battles are large- 
ly fictitious,’’ Mr. Bell stated, ‘‘and orig- 
inate, to a large extefit in the minds of 
the Mexican commanders. For instance, 
in this struggle the only casualties con- 
sisted of six men wounded and one horse 
killed, although the conflict lasted for 
three hours and a huge amount of am- 
munition was used.” 

Mr. Bell says that he was in the South- 
ern Hotel at Tampico at the time that 
the American marines effected a landing 
at Vera Cruz about two years ago. ‘‘The 
Mexicans while rioting at that time tried 
to reach the Americans who were with 
me in the Southern Hotel,” he says. ‘‘That 
they were not able to do this was largely 
due to the efforts of the commander of a 
German gunboat.” 

On his return to the United States, Mex- 
icans at the customs house at Tampico 
took away the Mexican money, Mr. Bell 
says in telling of his experiences on the 
way back. 

That the United States is not the only 
country which is affected by the rising 
cost of foodstuffs is shown by some prices 
paid by Mr. Bell while in Mexico during 
the past year. He states that at one 
time a 50-pound sack of flour brought 
$12.50 and a can of tomatoes 85 cents in 
American currency. 

Mr. Bell will leave Oil City today for 
his home in Indianapolis, Ind., and from 
there expects to go to the oil fields in 
South America. 





PENNSYLVANIA OIL LAND SALE. 





OIL CITY, Ja., Jan. 25.—The large real 
estate holdings of the firm of W. H. 
Frost & Co., in Jenks and Howe Town- 
ships, Forest County, consisting of about 
3,300 acres, was purchased by the Na- 
tional Utilities Co., a firm composed of 
Philadelhpia capiltalists. 

The new owners will develop the prop- 
erty in regard to its oil value to the ut- 
most and expect to start operations in 
earnest as soon as the roads and weather 
permit, without too much inconvenience 
and expense. The present wells located 
on the property have been producing for 
about 15 years, and while this affords a 
nice income, it is the opinion of oil men 
who are familiar with the property that 
there is plenty of territory yet to be 
found productive. 


GEORGE CHURCH, SUPPLY MAN ILL. 





yeorge Church, manager of the Oil Well 
Supply Co.’s store at Billings, Mont., for 
many years manager of the store at No- 
wata, Okla., and known throughout all of 
the Southwestern oil fields, is lying dan- 
gerously ill in the hotel at Billings, ac- 
cording to the Casper (Wyo.) Record, 
suffering from a complication of diseases. 
Until the past 12 months Mr. Church has 
been residing in Bakersfield, Cal., since 
leavingythe Mid-Continent field five years 
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Texas Lawmakers Are 
Considering Three Bills 


AUSTIN, Tex., Jan. 25.—Three bills re- 
lating to the oil business are now before 
the Texas Legislature during the 35th 
session of that body. They are in com- 
mittee and all three will probably be 
passed before the lawmakers adjourn. 

The first of these measures is known 
as the McNealus pipe-line bill, providing 
for the regulation of petroleum carriers 
by the State Railroad Commission, an act 
which would classify pipe lines as public 
utilities and provide for State control of 
them. The Railroad Commission is given 
the power to fix pipage rates and the bill 
requires the pipe lines to ‘“‘exchange ton- 
nage,”” or in other words to establish 
lines connecting each of the present sys- 
tem of pipe lines in the State; requires 
monthly statements from the lines re- 
garding the amount of oil transported, 
held in storage and delivered; provides 
against discrimination and the employ- 
ment of an expert at a salary of $3,600 
per annum to assist the commission. The 
bill also levies a tax of one-twentieth of 
1% of the market value of crude pro- 
duced in the State to pay the expenses 
of the expert, the commission and such 
other expenses as may be entailed. 

A second measure would validate the 
control of the Producers Oil Co. by The 
Texas Co. by amending a section of the 
State corporation laws, giving corpora- 
tions the right to own and develop produc- 
tion, but eliminating the pipe-line end of 
the business. 

The third bill is known as the Waters- 
Pierce Co. measure and was introduced 
by Senator Valentine, of Tarrant County. 
It has been referred to the House Com- 
mittee on Private Corporations. The bill 
authorizes corporations whose permits to 
do business in Texas have been forfeited 
in proceedings for the enforcement of the 
penalty clause of the anti-trust law, to 
obtain new permits and use their charter 
names if they can show, that they have 
not engaged in practices denounced by 
the anti-trust law since the original per- 
mits were forfeited. In other words, the 
bill is designed to enable the Pierce Oil 
Corporation to take over and consolidate 
the Pierce-Fordyce Oil Association, the 
latter being the name of the company 
under which the H. C. Pierce interests op- 
erate in Texas. The Waters-Pierce Oil 
Co. was ousted from the State several 
years ago for alleged violation of the anti- 
trust law and the courts have denied the 
application of the Pierce Oil Corporation 
to come into the State, holding that it is 
the same interest that was ousted. There 
does not appear to be any opposition to 
the bill. P.L.M. 





BIG KANSAS TRACT LEASED. 





TOPEKA, Kan. Jan. 26.—Through H. 
C. Sticher, newspaper publisher, of Dodge 
City, the announcement was made here 
of the leasing of-26,000 acres of land for 
oil and gas near Osage City. The leases 
are a solid block of land that surround 
the well that now is being drilled on the 
Clyde Miller ranch, 12 miles south of 
Osage City. The leasing is a “‘fifty-fifty”’ 
proposition between a group of Osage 
City men and the Kansas Natural Gas 
Co., Sticher stated. 


PATENTS RECENTLY GRANTED. 





The following recently granted patents 
are reported expressly for The Oil and 
Gas Journal by Joseph M. Nesbit, patent 
attorney, Park Building, Pittsburgh, Pa., 
from whom printed copies may be pro- 
cured for 15 cents each: 

Well-drilling rig, Charles C. Averill, 
Trees, La.; 1,208,891 

Oil-well equipment, John Hahn, Los An- 
geles, Cal.; 1,207,689. 

Well drilling device, George R. Weston, 
Waterloo, Ia.; 1,204,099. 

Oil-well valve, Robert H. Thorne, Wil- 
liamsport, Pa.; 1,204,087. 

Sand pump for wells, Leroy L. Richard, 
Coalinga, Cal.; 1,203,784. 

Oil and gas saver, William G. Knapp, 
Alahmbra, Cal.; 1,209,454. 

Screw Point for well tubings, John Wal- 


lace, Houston, Tex.; 1,202,928. 
Well-drilling tool, Hermann F. Schu- 
bert, Victoria, Tex.; 1,210,704. 


Sand trap for oil wells, Clarence A. 
Wiley, Tulsa, Okla.; 1,204,105 
Well-flowing device, Edward J. Sinclair, 
New Kensington, Pa.; 1,209,505. 
Well-drilling apparatus, William A. Mc- 
Causland, Pittsburgh, Pa.; 1,211,198. 
Well-drilling machinery, William A. Mc- 
Causland, Pittsburgh, Pa.; 1,211,199. 
Process of reducing crude petroleum, 





Chauncey Forward, Urbana, O.; 1,202.823. 

Detachable oil-well casing puller, Jesse 
H. Maxwell, Barboursville, W. Va.; 1,209,- 
006. 

Process and device for separation of 
oils, Sidney Cornell, Pawling, N. Y.; 1,202,- 
969. 

Fishing tool for wells, Ward J. Shel- 
don and Rolland J. Halstead, Blectra, 
Tex.; 1,208,846. 

Method of rehydrating and refining hy- 
drocarbon oils, Earnest L. Dyer, Oakland, 
Ca.; 1, 207,381. 

Rotary boring drill, Howard R. Hughes, 
Houston, Tex., assignor to Hughes Tool 
Co., Houston, Tex.; 1,204,022. ; 

Drill, Robert U. Harris, Whittier, and 
George Molidor, Fellows, Cal., assigned to 
Rotary Dise Bit Co., Fellows, Cal.; 1,203,- 
112. 

Well screen, Milon J. Trumble, Alham- 
bra, Cal., assignor to McEvoy Wireless 
Well Strainer Co., Los Angeles, Cal.; 
2,210,020. 


TO DRILL NEAR LIMA, MONT. 





DILLON, Mont., Jan. 25.—With the 
thermometer at 30 below, the National 
Oil Co. experienced many obstacles last 
week in shutting off water in its well 
16 miles east of here, which was drilled 
in at a depth of 1,006 feet a few weeks 
ago. 

Near Lima, this state, local people have 
organized a company to drill a test well 
on Little Sheep Creek, a few miles south- 
west of Dillon. Expert geologists declare 
that the oil sands in this (Beaverhead) 
valley may be encountered at the shallow 
depth of 200 to 300 feet. S.R.P. 


PIPE LINE FOR BIG MUDDY. 





PILOT BUTTE, Wyo., Jan. 25.—Pipe- 
line facilities to handle the production of 
oil in the Big Muddy field is the one 
great drawback to development of this 
almost virgin territory. The daily pro- 
duction of approximately 2,000 bbls. can 
be greatly enhanced. by the building of 
additional pipe lines. To this end several 
companies have held conferences and it 
is expected much greater activity will be 
seen when the cold weather moderates. 

S.R.P. 


TO BUILD REFINERY AT BRYAN. 





SALT LAKE, Utah, Jan. 25.—The Utah- 
Wyoming Consolidated Oil Co. has let a 
contract for the construction of a refin- 
ery at Byron, Wyo., said to be in the 
neighborhood of $300,000. Prof. Frederick 
J. Pack, of the University of Utah, heads 
this company. S.R.P. 


OIL BOOKS FOR SALE 


THE DERRICK HAND BOOK OF PETRO- 
LEUM, Vol. I—Covers petroleum develop- 
ments from the Drake well, 1859, to 1898. 
Daily market quotations, tables of runs, 
shipments and stocks, oil exports, field 
operations, biographical sketches of all 
the leaders in the oil fields, hundreds of 
illustrations; 1,200 pages. Bound in grained 
black leather; gilt title. Price, including 
carriage charges to any place in_ the 
U. S. $5.50 








THE DERRICK HAND BOOK OF PETRO- 
LEUM, Vol. II—Covers operations, com- 
plete in all details, for the years 1898 and 
1899. Contains voluminous details of pipe 
lines and pipe-line developments; many 
portraits and life history of war horses in 
oil; 600 pages; black leather; gilt title. 
Price, including carriage charge to any 
place in the U. $2.25 


THE DERRICK HAND BOOK OF PETRO- 
LEUM, Vol. III—Gives complete market 
quotations, production by States, field re- 
ports, oil exports and summary of im- 
portant events covering 15 years from 
1900 to 1916. In pamphet form, thick 
paper cover. Price by mail, postage pre- 
ees rie on ee ie $1.00 


These three volumes contain the fullest 
possible details of the petroleum business 
from its earlies discovery to Jan. 1, 1916. 
No one in any way interested in the oil 
business in any of its various phases should 
deny himself the possession of this inter- 
esting history, which has cost. the Derrick 
Publishing Company many thousands of dol- 
lars to procure and put in book form. 


THE OIL SCOUTS—Reminiscences of the 
Night Riders of the Hemlocks; full cloth 
Pins illustrated. Price by mail....... $1.00 


PRINCIPLES OF GAS AND OIL PRODUC- 
TION—A most interesting and elaborate 
story scientifically woven together by Pro- 
fessors Johnson and Huntley, of the Uni- 
versity of Pittsburgh. Full cloth. Price, 
MI IE ba aoa 0-6 Oe Ane tae ke an $3.75 

OLD TIMES IN OILDOM—By George W. 
Pe Ee ea ree rere $1.50 

REFINING INDUSTRY OF THE UNITED 
STATES—With list of refineries, capacity 
and investment, and the oil jobbers of 
America. Price, WOVE 6 0.05 ive ex's $1.00 
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A Letter From A Refiner 


SOUTHERN OIL CORPORATION 
PETROLEUM AND ITS PRODUCTS 


TULSA,OKLAHOMA 


OFFICE, 1003-8 GALLAIS BLDG. 








REFINERY, YALE, OKLA. 


December 5, 1916. 
Gaso Burner Manufacturing Co., 
Tulsa, Okla. 


Gentlemen: We have installed your No. 2 burners which you 
shipped us by express a few days ago, and find that they are what 
we want for our plant. Therefore, ask that you ship us via American 
Express at Yale, Okla., 28 of these No. 2 burners. 

We ask that you acknowledge receipt of this order and that you 
give us prompt shipment. 

Yours truly 


RSA/M (Signed) R. S. AYERS, President 


GASO BURNER MANUFACTURING CO. 
Office and Works: 902 E. Hodge Street, TULSA, OKLA. 
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IS GERMANY’S OIL FAMINE AT AN END? 


English Journal Believes Roumanian Field Will Soon Be Operated 
Despite Previous Attempts at Destruction. 


By a stroke of luck better than she 
could have expected, Germany has cap- 
tured the oil fields of Roumania, says the 
Petroleum World, of London, or the chief 
and best part of them, and finds herself, 
instead of being pretty near bankrupt in 
oil, in control of a potential production 
commensurate with her needs. We say 
potential production because two things 
must be considered. 

The first is that it will take Germany 
some little time to get. a-substantial pro- 
duction, as the Roumanians are sure to 
have done something in the way of ren- 
dering the wells useless, or, as our Amef- 
ican friends would say, “junking’”’ them. 
There is a wide difference between set- 
ting fire to the surface inventory of an 
oil field and so wrecking the wells under- 
ground that an invader, when he comes 
back, will never be able to reckon on pro- 
duction again. The alternative of setting 
fire to the surface inventory was chosen 
by the Russians when they quitted the 
Galician fields which they had invaded 
and which before the war were Austrian 
territory, as they still are. They set fire 
to 262 wells in Tustanowice, the eastern 
and southeastern section of the Boryslaw- 
Tustanowice field. The wells of which 
the surface plant was wrecked or burned 
included nearly all the best producers in 
that section, though, curiously enough, 
one good well, bearing the name Rocke- 
feller and under British ownership, was 
left intact. 

That appears pretty thorough destruc- 
tion for one oil field, but what subse- 
quently happened? The Russian retreat 
was in the middle of May, 1915. The fire 
would hardly be entirely out before the 
end of that month. But by the end of 
December of that year the production 
was three-fourths of normal; and the rais- 
ing of it to this figure was achieved amid 
all the troubles of war, the requirements 
of the army in men and the congestion of 
the railways due to the movement of 
troops, commissariat and munitions. So 
that alternative must be considered a 
failure. 

Shooting the Wells. 

The second alternative involves, of 
course, wrecking the casing of the wells 
so that they cannot be made into pro- 
ducers for a very long time, if ever. The 
most easy way of doing this would be to 
shoot the wells (i. e., explode nitro-glycer- 
ine in them) at or about the water sand 
nearest above the oil sand. We know that 
some use of nitro-glycerine was contem- 
plated by the retreating Roumanians, but 
whether anything so drastic as torpedo- 


ing the water sand was in prospect we|' 


should doubt; and one reason for doubt- 
ing is that such a course would for all 
time ruin the field and make it only use- 
less to the enemy but useless to the Rou- 
manians. True, large stocks of grain and 
oil were destroyed by the Roumanians in 
their retreat; but the destruction of the 
oil sand is the destruction of the very 
source of the oil. 

An ingenious plan, referred to (but not 
disclosed) in the interview with Mr. 
Leiser, was hit upon by the Roumanians; 
and though we know what it was, we feel 
bound not to describe it. It will, of course, 
be public property some day; but we 
doubt whether it will have made much 
difference in the long run. In the absence 
of definite news as to what actually was 
done when the Roumanians realized that 
there was no hope of saving the fields 
from the Germans, further analysis of 
this side of the subject can serve no good 
purpose. 

Storage, Transport and Refining. 

The second matter to be remembered 
which helps us to describe the German 
oil riches. from Roumania as “potential’’ 
is that the crude must be stored, trans- 
ported, refined and put into consumption 
before Germany can benefit. Quite as im- 
portant as the destruction of wells by the 
retreating belligerents is the firing, ex- 
ploding or otherwise destroying of sumps, 
tanks, refineries, sidings and pipe lines: 
and we note in the public press that ef- 
forts in this direction seem to have been 
made by the Roumanians. What they did 
to their flowing wells we do not know; 
but, with these as exceptions, all wells 
will require to be put into producing or- 
der by means of structural works (e. g., 
some sort of derricks) and the transport 
to the spot of the necessary machinery. 
Then, if the Roumanian refineries have 


Austria, or Germany itself. As there are 
no main pipe lines to these countries, the 
transport will have to be made by tank 
wagon on congested railways. 

Good Thing for Germany. 

In pointing out these drawbacks to the 
great advantage gained by Germany we 
have said the worst from her point of 
view. These problems are soluble. Ger- 
many has indeed, as the net result, an 
oil territory second to none in Europe, 
and she has got it just as her own famine 
in oil products was becoming so acute ar 
to be unbearable. Her sole source of sup- 
ply (except for 150,000 tons a year from 
her own wells) was, before the conquest 
of the Roumanian fields, Galicia; and all 
the current production of that province 
of Austria, along with huge drains on oil 
in storage there, was necessary to main- 
tain the supplies of Austria-Hungary and 
Germany, even though in the latter coun- 
try benzol had to a large extent been sub- 
stituted for petrol (gasoline), and lamp 
oil was dribbled out to the general public 
in such tiny quantities (deliverable only 
against tickets authorizing purchase) that 
it might have been accounted worth its 
weight in silver. All that is now (for the 
present) changed. Galician stocks of 
crude, which in about a year had beer 
brought down from 400,000 tons to just 
over 200,000 tons, will have time to re- 
cover as soon as Germany can get a sub- 
stantial production going in Roumania;: 
and the dire peril of a petroleum famine 
has been averted from the minds of th« 
general staffs of Germany and Austria- 
Hungary. The disaster to the Allies is 
an accomplished fact; the mischief (if 
one may so call it) is done; and it is up 
to the Entente Powers to see that Ger- 
many reliquishes the vitalizing source in 
Roumania as speedily as possible, and 
with as little permanent damage to the 
oil territory as they are able to secure. 


REVENUES FROM SCHOOL LANDS 
OF OKLAHOMA DURING PAST YEAR. 





OKLAHOMA CITY, Okla., Jan. 26.—Oil 
and gas income from the state school 
lands leaped from $25,446.49 in 1915 to 
$83,327.30 in 1916. G. A. Smith, secretary 
of the department in charge of this fund 
refuses to guess what the revenues from 
this source will be in 1917. 

“This oil and gas revenue can not be 
even approximately estimated,’”’ he said 
recently. ‘‘Most of our unsold lands are 
segregated for oil and gas development. 
“The leases now used by the Board of 
Commissioners require the payment of 
$1 per acre in lieu of development after 
the first year. About 120,000 acres are 
leased under these provisions, and many 
leases expire during the present year. 
As much as half a million acres may soon 
be leased under this provision. Neces- 
sarily much development would follow.’ 

The total earnings for 1916 were $1,785,- 
782.60. Outside of the expected increase 
in earnings occasioned by oil and gas, the 
income for the next few years will re- 
main stationary. Notes bearing interest 
at the rate of 5% to the amount of $33,- 
000,000 are now held by the department. 
These represent farm loans and the sale 
of lands. 


ENGINEERS ARE MAKING SURVEYS 
OF PROSPECTIVE BOLIVIAN LANDS 





“El Diario,” La Paz, states that the 
Bolivian engineer Nicolas Ugalde, well 
known in both Bolivia and Chile, had re- 
cently left for the Provinces of Caupoli- 
can, Munecas and Camacho, Department 
of La Paz, to make a technical survey of 
the oil-bearing lands recently explored 
and denounced by Bonilla Rojas and Salas 
Ibanez. In event of a favorable report by 
Mr. Ugalde it is probable that a strong 
syndicate will be formed to exploit the 
oil lands in question. 

The South Pacific Mail is authority for 
the statement that the Bolivian Govern- 
ment has placed a tax of two centavos 
per hectare on private-owned petroleum 
properties in Bolivia. 

Carlos Koning and Carlos Lanas, both 
engineers, recently returned to La Paz 
following an extended investigation of 
the petroleum fields in the eastern proy- 
inces of Bolivia, says the West Coast 
Leader. It is stated that their report on 
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Absorption Plants Are 
Operated on Dry Gas 


(By George A. Burrell, Consulting Chemi- 
cal Engineer, Pittsburgh, Pa.) 

A considerable number of absorption 
plants are more successfully operated on 
so-called dry gas—i. e., natural gas from 
gas wells and usually carrying only a 
small quantity of gasoline, frequently as 
little as one pint per thousand cubic feet. 
There has been thus opened up a new 
field in the natural gas gasoline industry, 
in that this lean gas, impossible to treat 
by compression methods, readily gives up 
its gasoline when treated by absorption 
methods. 

The writer, in collaboration with Messrs. 
P. M. Biddison and G. G. Oberfell, of the 
Ohio Fuel Supply Co., has published a 
treatise on this method as applied to lean 
guses. (See Proceedings of the Natural 
Gus Association of America, 1916.) A 
much more elaborate treatise on this sub- 
ject by the same authors is in press at 
the present time and will be issued soon 
by the Bureau of Mines. 

The writer has received many requests 
regarding his experience in treating resi- 
due gas by the absorption method, hence 
at this time gives some data he has col- 
lected on the subject. 

First, it can be stated that the residue 
gas from every compression casinghead 
plant carries gasoline, no matter how ef- 
ficiently a plant may be operated. This 
is because the residue gas, after gasoline 
has been condensed from it, is in contact 
with the condensed gasoline in the cooling 
coils and accumulator tanks, and neces- 
sarily picks up and carries out of the 
plant some gasoline. The amount so 
picked up, however, may be so small as 
not to make the installation of an absorp- 
tion plant practicable. The author, in 
co-operation with Mr. Biddison, demon- 
strated this by operating a small absorp- 
tion plant on the residue gas from a very 
efficiently operated compression plant. Not 
enough gasoline was obtained to make 
the plan economical. In the case of this 
compression plant, pressures, tempera- 
tures, condensing surface, compression ca- 
pacities, ete., were used that were just 
right for condensing all of the gasoline 
out of the natural gas. This condensed 
gasoline, although of high vapor pressure 
itself, yet at the pressure of the condens- 
ing coils and accumulator tank (250 
pounds per square inch) had a low enough 
pressure so that only a small and negli- 
gible amount of gasoline was obtained in 
the absorption plant. 

As contrasted to this, the writer can re- 
cite another experience where he tested 
residue gas from a compression casing- 
head plant and obtained one-half gallon of 
gasoline per thousand cubic feet of gas. 
In this case the compression only showed 
normally a yield of one and one-quarter 
gallons of gasoline per thousand cubic 
feet of gas. Pressures were increased, 
the cooling equipment enlarged, air leaks 
stopped as much as was possible and 
other improvements attempted without in- 
creasing the yield; hence the only feasible 
plan to increase the yield seemed to be 
the installation of a small absorption 
plant on the residue gas. The principal 
reason that suggested itself to the writer 
for the failure to get all of the gasoline 
out of the residue, was that the gas, be- 
ing naturally somewhat lean in gasoline 
as compared to most casinghead gas that 
is at present treated, sufficient pressure 
could not be exerted on it with the plant 
equipment at hand. It is doubtful, too, 
if this would have corrected the trouble, 
for probably with pressures increased 
enough to get more gasoline, so much 
light condensate (liquified gas) would be 
obtained as to make the entire product 
too “wild.’”” This usually happens. 

Operate on Residue Gas. 

However, the writer knows of several 
casinghead plants with absorption plants 
installed on the residue gas where the 
gas as it comes to the compressor plant 
is very rich in gasoline. Just why the 
compression plant is not taking all of 
the gasoline out is difficult to say with- 
out studying the plant. It may be the 
fault of the plant or may lay in the pecu- 
liarity of the gas. It is certain that too 
much air leaking into a compression plant 
cuts down the yield. Not only does the 
air take the place of casinghead gas, but 
it raises the partial pressure of the gaso- 
line vapors. This means that if a pres- 
Sure of 200 pounds per square inch was 
just right for getting all of the gasoline 
out of the natural gas, a pressure much 
higher than this would be needed if a 
large percentage of air were present. 
Many gasoline plant operators feel satis- 
fied if this air leakage is 10% or 15% less, 
but there are some plants where the leak- 
age is greater. In fact, many operators 





.can be combined in one apparatus. 


never have tested their gas to see how 
much air has leaked. into the system. 

The writer is also convinced that some 
plants are operated with single-stage com- 
pressors at 100 pounds or less, when two- 
stage compression would yield more gaso- 
line. 

To sum up, it can be stated at some 
plants it would be economical to install 
an absorption plant on the residue gas 
and at some plants it would not. Each 
gasoline operator must determine this 
for himself. It might be added that or- 
dinary laboratory tests, such as specific 
gravity, laboratory absorption tests, etc., 
fail utterly when applied to residue gas 
to determine the gasoline content, and it 
is useless to send these residue samples 
to a laboratory with this end in view. 
For instance, every gasoline operator 
knows that his residue gas is quite high 
in specific gravity, frequently over 1.00. 
Untreated casinghead gas of this gravity 
frequently contains 24% or more gallons of 
gasoline, yet it would be difficult to con- 
vince a gasoline operator that he was 
losing this much gasoline. 

A sure way of testing residue gas is 
by means of a small physical absorption | 
test at the plant. 


The absorber and still 
The 
gas is passed through the absorber at a 
slow enough rate and with enough oil in 
the absorber to catch all of the gasoline. 
The gas is measured at the outlet. Final- 
ly, the gasoline is distilled out of the oil 
and measured. The absorber is built ef- 
ficiently to catch all of the gasoline. 

A few gasoline operators simply use 
naphtha as the absorbent. The residue 
gas is passed through the naphtha in an 
efficient absorber and the naphtha al- 
lowed to increase in volume, gravity and 
vapor tension to the desired point. In the 
use of naphtha, the latter is not used over 


and condenser. 





Such an outfit consists | : 
of a small absorber, gas meter, small still | 





. 
and over again, but fresh naphtha is con- 
tinually used, whereas in the use of min- 
eral seal oil the latter is used over again, 
simply acting as carrier of gasoline from 
the absorber to the still. Such a plant to 
treat 300,000 cubic feet of gas, carrying 
4 pints of gasoline, would consist of a 
vertical absorber, made of 16-inch pipe 
about 20 feet high, a still about 8 feet by 
3 feet, two small pumps capable of pump- 
ing about 8,000 gallons of oil per 24 hours, 
a small weathering tank and a heat ex- 
changer. Exhaust gas from the gas en- 
gine of the compressor plant can be used 
to distill the gasoline out of the absorbent 
oil. The writer recommends the use of 
vertical absorbers exclusively. They are 
much more efficient than horizontal ab- 
sorbers and’ have been used for years in 
absorbing gases or vapors in industrial 
operations long before the absorption 
process was applied to natural gas. 

In installing an absorption plant on resi- 
due gas from a compression casinghead 
plant the gas is treated at high pressures 
as it leaves the compression plant. 


STARTING WELL AT CARNEY THE 
INCENTIVE FOR CELEBRATION. 





In some districts in Oklahoma they ap- 
preciate what the discovery of oil means 
and lucky is the drilling crew which 
draws the work on the discovery well. 
Here is the way the folks treated the 
men at a well in this State according to 
a local paper: 

One of the most unique and at the same 
time one of the most successful celebra- 
tions ever held in Oklahoma was that 
pulled off on the Wm. Emde farm, north- 
west of Chandler, and near Carney, last 
Wednesday, the occasion being the 
“spudding in’ of the Logan Oil & Gas 
Co.’s new test at this point. 

The occasion was financed by the Car- 





ney Commercial Club, one of the livest 
bunch of fellows in the State. A very 
conservative estimate places the number 
of people present at 3,000 and every 
blessed one was chock full of enthusiasm. 

The crowds began arriving early and by 
noon the vicinity of the test was a mass 
of happy humanity. A parade was form- 
ed of automobiles, carriages and wagons 
loaded to capacity. The procession was 
three miles long and, headed by the Chan- 
dler band, was filmed by Photographer 
Kent of Chandler. 

Shortly after the noon hour the lunch 
was served. There were eight quarters of 
barbecued beef, an immense kettle of 
“Mulligan,” boilers of steaming coffee and 
hundreds of loaves of fresh bread. The 
hungry hoards fell to it with a will and 
the feast was on. This scene was also 
filmed by Mr. Kent. 

President S. B. Logan of the Logan Oil 

& Gas Co. was the chief actor in the 
“spud in” ceremony, and they say, did 
himself proud. <A lady served as chris- 
tener, breaking a bottle of sure enough 
“bubbles” upon the immense steel bit 
just prior to its taking its first whack at 
mother earth. To the christener Mr. 
Logan presented a block of 50 shares in 
his company. 
- The Logan company mean _ business 
with this test. They are starting with 
an extra large hole and are prepared to 
go to a depth of 3,500 feet if necessary. 
However, they are confident in their own 
minds that oil or gas will be encountered 
before reaching a depth of 2,000 feet. Be- 
fore the location was made on the Emde 
farm, geologists made a thorough ex- 
amination of the field and selected this 
point. 

The people residing in Carney and in 
the vicinity of the location are all worked 
up and lease prices are high. They are 
confident that this test will open a new 
and extensive oil field. 
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Natural Gas Developments 


CENTRAL OHIO. 
y of J y Operations. 
Comp. Prod. Dry. Gas. Rigs. Drg.To’l. 








Licking .... 5 0 1 4 0 1 1 
Fairfield ... 1 0 0 1 0 3 3 
MOK «sense 0 0 0 0 0 1 1 
Ashland 8 0 1 7 11 13 24 
Medina .... 3 0 0 3 8 10 18 
Lorain 2. 0 0 0 1 3 4 
Wayne -1l1 0 2 9 8 23 31 
Richland .. 3 0 0 3 1 1 2 
Cuyahoga... 3 45 0 2 5 8 13 
Vinton .... 5 10 1 2 8 18 26 
Hocking ... 2 0 2 0 1 2 3 
Coshocton... 0 0 0 0 1 0 1 
Perey ..c- 0 0 0 0 1 1 2 

To’l Jan..41 55 7 31 45 84 129 

To’'l Dec..34 30 1 31 52 75 127 

Difference 7 25 6 7 9 2 


0 

Oil wells, 3; increase in oil wells, 1. 

During the first month of the new year 
the Central Ohio gas field showed an in- 
crease over the work for December. Dur- 
ing January a total of 41 wells were com- 
pleted, of which seven were dry holes, 31 
were gas wells and three were oil wells 
with a new production of 55 bbls. When 
compared with the December figures this 
is an increase of seven wells completed, 
one oil well, 25 bbls. production and six 
dry holes. In gas wells there was no 
change, the same number being completed 
each month. 

In new work at the close of January 
there were 45 rigs up and 84 wells drill- 
ing, against 52 rigs up and 75 wells drill- 
ing at the close of December. This is a 
decrease of seven in rigs and an increase 
of nine in drilling wells, or a net gain 
of two in new work. 

In completed wells, Wayne County took 
the lead for January with a total of 11. 
This county is attracting more attention 
than for some time past and operations 
are spreading over a larger area of terri- 
tory. For the first time in a long period 
some work has been completed and some 
new work is under way in Wooster and 
Franklin Townships of that county. Some 
good gas wells were developed in Wayne 
County during the month as well as in 
Ashland, Richland and Medina, Cuyahoga 
and Vinton Counties. In the next few 
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weeks, with weather conditions favorable, 
a large number of wells should be com- 
pleted. A scarcity of water has delayed 
work for some time and a number of 
wells that are near the sand have been 
held up by fishing jobs, which develop 
into tedious work during the cold weath- 
er. The gas companies have met with 
fairly good success so far this winter in 
their hunt for gas, but the wells are not 
as prolific as they were a few years ago, 
or before the territory was drilled over 
like it is at this time. There is little 
chance for any decrease in the price of 
natural gas to consumers, for the gas 
companies are put to additional expense 
in the drilling of wells, as it requires the 
drilling of at least three or four wells to 
get a production equal to what one well 
would produce a few years ago. The oil, 
to a large extent, appears to lie to the 
east of the gas belt, as nothing is being 
found in the Clinton formation west of 
the present defined field. The old Wooster 
field should show some activity for oil 
in the near future, as no real drilling for 
oil has been done there for a couple of 
years, but now that the price has in- 
creased there will no doubt be some new 
work done. The drilling for oil in the 
Wooster field is an expensive luxury on 
account of the great depth to the produc- 
ing sand, which runs close to 3,300 feet, 
and the wells must be cased down to the 
top of the sand. In Richland Township, 
Vinton County, there is unusual activity 
in drilling for gas, but the Ohio Fuel Sup- 
ply Co. is doing about all of the work in 
that field. The Central Contract & Fi- 
nance Co. is doing a little drilling, as is 
the Preston Oil Co. 


ACTIVITY IN OHIO GAS FIELDS 





COLUMBUS, O., Jan. 26.—Many wells 
are drilling in the Central Ohio gas field, 
but completions are few at. this time, as 
the wearther conditions have been such 
that little headway could be made. Out- 
|} side of Vinton County, the south end of 
the field is attracting more attention for 
oil than for gas. Hocking County is the 
oil county of the southern section, while 
,Vinton leads in gas work. Licking 
County has but little work, and Fairfield 
County but a well or two under way in 
the gas field. In the north end of the 
field Wayne, Ashland, Medina and Cuya- 
hoga Counties are taking the lead in new 
work, while there are a few wells drilling 
in Richland and Lorain Counties. 

The Ohio Fuel Supply Co. has material 
on the ground for No. 7 on the W. E. 
Stieds farm, in Starr Township, Hocking 
County. In Ward Township, this com- 
pany is drilling No. 5 on the Walter Quig- 
ley farm, a rig up for No. 4, while No. 6 is 
on the ground for No. 4, while No. 6 is 
in the sand. Material has been placed 
for No. 3 on the Walter Dawley farm, a 
location made for No. 2 on the Buckeye 
Coal Co.’s farm, a rig up for a test on the 
L. Coe farm, and a location made for a 
test on the Gem Coal Co.’s farm, all in 
Ward Township. In Richland Township, 
Vinton County, this company has drilled 
in a nice gas well in the center of the 
Henry Waldron farm, Section 11. No. 1 
in the center of the J. C. Sampson 131 
acre farm, Section 2 is drilling. No. 1 in 
the center of the Hamilton & Lentz farm, 
Section 14, is drilling as is No. 1 on the 
center of the J. W. Stone farm, Section 
pre No. 1 in the center of the W. R. Her- 
ron farm, Section 15; No. 1 in the center 
of the John Graves farm, Section 7; No. 1 
on the Cox & Shockley farm, Section 15 
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and No. 1 in the center of the George W. 
{Bone farm, Section 15 and has rigs up 
{on the C. W. Traphagan 40 acres, Section 
27; Lydia Gardner 40 acres Section 22; 
Rebecca Blackstone 140 acres, Section 13; 
Mary L. Cassell farm, Section 26; Abra- 
ham Cassell farm, Section 26; Robt. W. 
Nichols farm, Section 12; Sanford Nichols 
farm, Section 20 and No. 2 on the John 
L. Kruger farm, Section 4. 

In Jackson Township, Vinton County, 
the Ohio Fuel Suply Co. is drilling on the 
J. W. Etscott farm, Section 22. The Cen- 
tral Contract & Finance Co. is drilling 
wells on the J. W. Brown farm, Section 
5; Wesley C. Hardin farm, Section 23, 
and on the R. A. Cowdan farm, Section 
11. 

In Madison Township, Vinton County, 
the Preston Oil Co.’s No. 7 and 8 on the 
BE. W. Strong farm, Section 36 pumped 
about 5 bbls. No. 9 is a location about 
600 feet northwest of No. 2 on the same 
farm, and No. 10 is a location 1,300 feet 
southwest of No. 5 the same farm. 

In the Homer district, in Walnut Town- 








ship, Fairfield County, the Ohio Fuel 





Supply Co. is drilling a test in the center 
of the Elixa Smith farm, Section 4, and 
made a location for a test in the center 
of the G. W. Taylor farm, Section 3. 
Emmett Defenbaugh is drilling a well on 
the A. Brookslot, Section 27, and border- 
ing on Buckeye Lake, the Central Ohio 
summer resort. 

In Licking Township Licking County, 
the Columbus Natural Gas Co. drilled a 
light gas well on the northeast corner of 
the John Dills farm, Section 15, and a fair 
gas well in No. 2 on the G. W. Irwin 
farm. No. 4 on the same farm and No. 
5 on the northeast corner of the same 
farm, are both drilling. The same com- 
pany has a light gas weil on the Fulton 
farm, in Newark Township, same county. 


SERVICE IS ESSENTIAL TO 
THE NATURAL GAS INDUSTRY. 


In direct contrast to the other members 
of the public-utility family, the mapority 
of natural gas operators do not appreci- 
ate the meaning of “service,” according 
to Henry L. Doherty, who recently paid 
a visit to the natural gas fields of Kansas 
and Oklahoma. Correspondingly, the con- 
sumer of natural gas does not get any 
service, with the result that a feeling of 
antagonism exists. 

“This attitude on the part of the con- 
sumer is not unnatural, but to a great ex- 
tent is justified,’’ said Mr. Doherty. ‘The 
average natural gas man puts gas into 
the mains and names a price that will 
sell the product, and which in nearly ev- 
ery instance is too low. When gas is 
abundant, all well and good, but with the 
coming of severe weather and a falling 
off of the gas supply, those consumers 
farthest away from the producing wells 
and on branch lines have their supply cut 
off, and take it pretty hard. The whole 
solution is limiting the consumption in 
accordance with the supply of gas avail- 
able and placing a price on the gas which 
will be inclusive of a service charge. 

“In rendering this service the natural 
gas companies will be compelled to drill 
a number of additional wells, using only 
those which will supply the demand, hold- 
ing the remainder in reserve by mudding 
them. The&Se reserve wells should be 
drawn on only when any of the regular 
wells fail to deliver, and at the utmost 
would not be in use more than 60 to 80 
hours during the year. If such a program 
were followed I think the service charge 
would meet with very little opposition. 
People will pay for service, no matter 
what it costs. 

“The manner in which some manufac- 
turers waste natural gas is criminal. Two 
causes are responsible for this condition: 
inefficiency of the appliance used and 
cheapness of the gas. A step in the right 
direction would be teaching the manufac- 
turer conservation of the gas by a less- 
ened consumption brought about by a 
more efficient appliance being used.” 

Mr. Doherty believed that the large in- 
vestment in pipe lines and other materials 
in the natural gas business could be off- 
set to some degree by a standard of 
B. T. U.s in a cubic foot of gas at 800. 
According to a Kansas statute, the mini- 
mum amount set is 850 B. T. U.s. The 
gas served by the Doherty organization 
in that State ranges from 680 to 1,050 
a Pe ie 

The establishment of differential rates, 
in Mr. Doherty’s opinion, would effective- 
ly solve the fuel gas situation, and in this 
connection the enlistment of the Bureau 
of Standards at Washington to thoroughly 
study this matter would help clear up 
the controversy. 


GAS AND PIPE LINE COMPANIES | 
ELECT OFFICERS FOR THE YEAR. 





OIL CITY, Pa., Jan. 28.—At the annual 
meeting of the United Natural Gas Co., 
Raymond Cross was elected to fill the va- 
eancy left by the retirement of President 
J. B. Crawford. Besides his election to 
the presidency of the company, Mr. Cross 
is to be general manager. L. L. Graham 
was chosen vice president and secretary; 
F. Sartorius, treasurer; W. P. Craig, gen- 
eral superintendent; H. R. Sheldon, as- 
sistant treasurer; Frank S. Moore, assist- 
ant secretary, and J. F. Mason, superin- 
tendent of distribution. The same officers 
were elected for the Clarion Gas Co. with 
the exception of assistant secretary, which 
will be filled by Lester G. Truby. 

At the -stockholders’ meeting of the 
Southwest Pipe Line Co. the following di- 
rectors were elected for the ensuing year: 
Forrest M. Towl, E. G. Wright, T. M. 
Magee, V. S. Swisher and E. R. Shepard. 
The directors then held a meeting and 
elected the following officers: Forrest M. 
Towl, president; E. G. Wright, vice presi- 
dent and general manager; V. S. Swisher, 
vice president; E. R. Shepard, secretary 


and treasurer. 








E. H. DEVORE 


PETROLEUM GEOLOGIST 
MINING ENGINEER 
30 YEARS’ EXPERIENCE 
Phone 6309 


Hotel Tulsa Tutsa, OKta. 

















F. JULIUS FOHS 
Consulting Oil Geologist 
Suite 307 Gallais Building 
Phones 3760 and 3356 
Tulsa - - - Oklahoma 














VALERIUS, McNUTT & HUGHES 


Petroleum and Mining Geologists 
328-329 Mayo Building 
Tulsa, Okla. 
Billings, Mont., Babcock Building 

















JOHNSON & HUNTLEY 


GEOLOGISTS 
OIL AND GAS 
306 STATE HALL, UNIVERSITY of PITTSBURG, 


PITTSBURG, PA. 
Roswell H. Johnson L. G. Huntley 














WALTER STALDER 
OIL GEOLOGIST 
1022 Crocker Building 
San Francisco, Cal. 

















JAMES H. GARDNER 


GEOLOGIST 
OIL AND GAS 
OFFICE 510-511 NEW DANIEL BUILDING 
PHONE 2872 
TULSA, OKLAHOMA 
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Cable Address, ““Consultoil."* Code, Bedford McNeill 


THE ASSOCIATED 
GEOLOGICAL ENGINEERS 


F. G. CLAPP and M. L. FULLER 
Managing Engineers 


CONSULTING SPECIALISTS 
ON OIL AND GAS 
120 Broadway - - - - New York City 


1333 F Street . - - Washington, D.C. 
331 Fourth Avenue - - Pittsburzh, Pa. 




















—————— 





H. B. GOODRICH 
GEOLOGIST 


Field Examination and Practicai = 
ports on Prospective or Developed Oi 
Properties. 

450 WEST 147TH STREET 


New York, N. Y. 


——— 








——— 





CASING-HEAD GASOLINE 


is valuable, let us make your tests 
C. N. SHERMAN & CO, 


























203 C. C. Cole Bldg. 
Phone 2342 TULSA, OKLA. 
Cc. W. WASHBURNE. 
Geologist - 


66 Liberty St., New York 
Cable: ‘‘Washburnol” 
Code: “Bedford McNeill” 
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BUSINESS and PROFESSIONAL DIRECTORY 








GEO. T. AMYX 
Oil Production and Leases 
Kansas and Oklahoma Fields 
203% E. Main Chanute, Kans. 


YOUR CARD SHOULD BE HERE 
“It Brings Results’ 
One-half inch, $1.50 per month 


LAFE SPEER ABSTRACT CO. 
General Abstractors 
J. A. Boyd, Pres. and Mer. 


11 S. Park St. Sapulpa, Okla. 











If you want to buy a used car that is 
guaranteed, see us. Every car sold is 
absolutely guaranteed from defects. If 
you want to improve your car, see us. 


AUTO CLEARING & SALES CO. 


Auto Tops—Seat Covers 


Phone 5949 207-09 N. Main St. 
TULSA, OKLA. 


CAPITAL ABSTRACT AND REALTY CO. 
W. S. Bell, LU. B. Norton 
J. F. Patterson 


Okmulgee, - - - - - Oklahoma 


20 W. THIRD ST. TULSA, OKLA. 


LYON’S RESTAURANT 
The Clean Place 


Management F. W. LYON Robinson, II. 


ROBERTSON, BAILEY, 
NELSON & BAILEY 
ATTORNEYS AND 
COUNSELORS AT LAW 
TULSA, OKLA. 

436-440 Robinson Arcade Phone 4450 
MUSKOGEE, OKLA. 

511-514 Surety Bldg. Phone 815 








CLIPSON CLEANING WORKS 
Plant, 915 S. Main St. 
Uptown Office, Hotel Tulsa 


Phone 4660 Tulsa, Okla. 


Mowbray Undertaking Co. 
329, 86, 911 
Ave., Tulsa, 


Phones: 


422-424 S. Boston Okla. 








MISS CAROLINE BAKER 
Law and Commercial Stenographer 
Notary Public Phone 392 
301 Gallais Bldg. Tulsa, Okla. 


E. A. COLEMAN 
Oil Production and Royalty Broker 


Kansas and Oklahoma Fields 
Montpelier, Williams County, Ohio 








WM. S. BARNICKEL & CO. 
Chemical Engineers 


Treating Roily Oil a Specialty 
601 Merchants-Laclede Bldg., St. Louis 


COX & RADCLIFFE 
Petroleum Geology 
and Mine Engineering 
311 Daniel Bldg. Tulsa, Okla. 


STRUCTURAL STEEL BUILDING 


Oil Refineries, Casinghead Gas Plants, 
Glass Plants, Machine Shops, 
Bridges, Etc. 

Engineers for designing fireproof 
structures for all purposes 
Cc. M. PRITCHARD 
Structural Engineer 
203 Seaman Bidg. TULSA, OKLA. 


SAND SPRINGS WATER COMPANY 
Pure Spring Water 
Distilled 


Phone 700 Tulsa, Okla. 








COCHRANE 
Water Softeners (Hot Process) 
Feed Water Heaters 
Multiport Valves. Separators 
Boiler Troubles Eliminated 
Concrete Stacks 


H. O. SIMMONS, C. E. 
Telephone 2787 
1314 S. Denver Ave. TULSA, OKLA. 








BASS FURNITURE & CARPET CO. 
Furniture for Office and Home 
Shaw-Walker Filing Devices 


DAWSON TOWEL SUPPLY 


Aprons, Towels and Jackets for Rent 
Towel service for offices, $1 per month 


PRODUCERS OIL EXCHANGE 
Leases and Production 
1219 Colcord Bldg. Oklahoma City 


Abstract Books Complete Oil Maps 


STAFFORD ABSTRACT CO. 


Abstracts of Title 
Expert Searchers of Records, Cowley Co. 








230 Robinson Arcade Tulsa, Okla. 


212 S. Boston Ave. Tulsa, Okla. 








LEASES 
NEAR WILDCAT WELLS 
Prices From $1.00 An Acre Up 
Abstracts Furnished 
MY OWN PROPERTIES EXCLUSIVELY 
ELI D. BERNSTEIN 
Herskowitz Bldg. 
OKLAHOMA CITY, OKLA. 








L. F. BROACH 

Oil Properties. ‘‘High Class Properties 
Only” Phone 6648 

403 S. Boulder Ave. Tulsa, Okla. 


GEO. W. HENRY, Printer 
: “BETTER PRINTING” 
112 W. Second St. 


Phone 238 Tulsa, Okla. 


Soda and Ice Cream 
Leases and Plats 
112 and 44 
Tulsa, Okla. 


Phones: 
Hotel Tulsa Bldg. 





Tulsa, Okla. Oklahoma City Phone 2185 Tulsa, Okla. 201 E. 9th Ave. Winfield, Kan. 
G. E. BENNETT, Oil Broker DICKEY-ASHBY-FOUNTAIN CO. THE PURITAN DRUG CO TULSA AUTO LIVERY CO. 
Only first-class producing properties General Insurance ’ 1 O1 TA x I—1 22 
handled Derricks, Tanks and Contents Insured Drugs and Sundries iti -Osadin Tulsa, Okla 











Place your orders for ice with the 
TULSA ICE COMPANY 
Phone 12 4 North Detroit Tulsa, Okia. 








PRODUCTION WANTED 


We want some good leases and settled 
productions, royalties or working in- 
terests. Full particulars first letter. 
A. L. HOLTOM & COMPANY 
203-4-5 Flynn-Ames Bldg., 
Muskogee, Okla. 








INSURANCE 


Workmen’s Compensation, 
Oil Insurance of All Kinds 
Let us take care of your requirements 


in Oklahorna and Kansas and save you 
time, trouble and expense. 


CARR & FRENCH 
316-320 Gallais Bldg., TULSA, OKLA. 








THE KETCHUM HOTEL 
European Plan 
Rates, $1.50 ne Day and Up 


Tulsa’s Finest and Best Equipped 
Hostelry 


First Class Cafe 
Large Sample Rooms 
5th and Main Sts. TULSA, OKLA. 








RELIABLE TRANSFER AND BAGGAGE CO. 
Moves Baggage, Office Furniture and 
Freight Promptly 
"Phones 1755-5488 Tulsa, Okla. 








T. M. RICHARDSON Jr. 


OIL LEASES AND 
PRODUCTION 


OKLAHOMA OIL STOCKS 
OKLAHOMA CITY, OKLAHOMA 








WILLIAM ‘A. RINEY 
Civil Engineer and Geologist 


Mapping Geologic Structures a Specialty 
F. & M. Bank Bidg., Abilene, Texas 








Tulsa Indian Trading Co. 
GENUINE INDIAN CURIOS 
Leather Goods, Moccasins and 
Beaded Goods 
Fine Cigars and Tobacco 
314 S. Main St. 


Tulsa, Okla. 








WESTERN BANK SUPPLYCO. 


Manufacturing Stationers 
High-Grade Office Furniture 
Filing Cabinets—Safes 
LOG BOOKS—TOWNSHIP PLATS—ALL STANDARD OIL FORMS 
Lithographing Embossing 
Engraving Printing 
The House of Quality 
317 West Main St. 4th and Boston 
OKLAHOMA CITY TULSA, OKLA. 











ORGANIZE NEW OIL COMPANY. 





The Homaokla is the,name of a new oil 
company organized under the laws of 
Delaware to do business in Oklahoma. 
The officers are: W. J. Milburn, Okla- 
homa City, president; J. M. Burk and F. 
Julius Fohs, of Tulsa, vice presidents; N. 
J. Gubser, of Tulsa, secretary-treasurer; 
F. Julius Fohs, geologist; Gubser & 
Means, general attorneys. Capital stock 
is $500,000. The properties of the com- 
pany consist of 40 acres in the Healdton 
pool, purchased from the Margay Oil Co., 
and undeveloped leases in other pools. 


OKLAHOMA NEEDS BLUE SKY LAW. 





There can no longer be any excuse on 
the part of the Oklahoma legislature for 
delay in passing a law which will protect 
the small investor against the get-rich- 
quick promoter. Such laws have been 
Passed and are in effect in 26 States of 
the Union and they have just been upheld 
In a sweeping decision by the Supreme 
Court of the United States. There are 
more than 100 fake oil companies in Okla- 
homa trying to capitalize air and sun- 
Shine and their flaming advertisements 
are in many papers, north and east. The 
Legislature of Oklahoma has an oppor- 
tunity to protect: all persons legitimately 
engaged in the oil and gas industry of 
Oklahoma and the small investor at the 





same time by passing a law which will 


make it impossible to float such things in} 


this State. A few promoters in the peni- 
tentiary will be a wholesome lesson. 


MR. HARVEY TENDERS RESIGNATJON 





John H. Harvey, assistant to the presi- 
dent of the Roxana Petroleum Co., has 
tendered his resignation, effective Feb. 1, 
to become general manager of the Kaw- 
field Oil Co., of Rock Island, Ill. The 
Kawfield Oil Co. is owned by the Illinois 
Oil Co., which has a refinery at Cushing. 
Mr. Harvey will remain in the Mid-Conti- 
nent field and expects to make the Kaw- 
field company a factor in the game. He 
is one of the best-known oil men in Tulsa 
and his friends have been congratulating 
him on his promotion. 


SPEND TWO MILLION DOLLARS 
IN ELECTRIC AND OIL PLANTS. 





BARTLESVILLE, Okla., Jan. 29.—It is 
announced here that the Mid-Co Gasoline 
Co. is going to construct and operate an 
electric and oil-power plant in this local- 
ity which will cost almost $2,000,000. The 
site has been purchased and will be on 
the Mary Thursday farm, directly south 
of Barlesville. The machinery for the 
plant has been specially designed and will 
give a capacity of 4,000 horsepower. The 
company has also purchased a site for 
machine shops in the city limits. 


BOY’S HORRIBLE DEATH IN RIG. 





| EL DORADO, Kan., Jan. 30.—Harris 
Grove, 14, son of Mr. and Mrs. George 
Grove, 404 West Eighth Avenue, met a 
horrible death about 7 o’clock Sunday 
evening, when he was. caught in the bull 
rope of a derrick on the Cook lease in 
Section 4-26-4. The youth was thrown 
against the top of the shed and down 
again, lighting on a barrel. His skull was 
fractured, right arm broken, pelvic bone 
broken and the flesh of his right leg was 
badly torn. He was hurried to the El 
Dorado Hospital, but lived only a few 
minutes. 


WOULD MARK LUCAS WELL SITE 
WITH A SUITABLE MONUMENT. 





BEAUMONT, Tex., Jan. 29.—The site 
of the famous Lucas gusher in the Spin- 
dletop pool will be marked with a monu- 
ment if the plans of the Beaumont Cham- 
ber of Commerce are carried out. The 
executive committee of that organization 
is considering a popular subscription prop- 
osition to secure funds for the memorial. 
Just what form the memorial will take is 
yet undecided. 

The Lucas well was brought in Jan. 10, 
1901, and within two months the little city 
of Beaumont was known to all the world. 
Among southern operators the well takes 
precedence over the Drake well, because 
more than one-half of them date their 








advent into the oil business from the de- 
velopment at Spindletop. It is probable 
that operators in the various pools in 
South Texas and South Louisiana will be 
asked to contribute toward the erection 
of the memorial. P.L.M. 


WILL HANDLE MOGUL ROTARIES. 





The Continental Supply Co., in the fu- 
ture, will be sales agent for Mogul ro- 
taries, Suverior rig irons and all acces- 
sories marufactured by the J. F. Lucey 
Manufactuing Corporation. The territory 
covered by the Continental will include 
the Mid-Continent field and Wyoming. 

The Lucey corporation is the largest 
manufacturer of rotary outfits in the 
world and is represented by its products 
in all of the world’s oil fields. 


PREMIUMS IN CALIFORNIA. 





LOS ANGELES, Cal., Jan. 30.—Seo an- 
xious are some of the independent oil re- 
finers in California to secure supplies of 
high-grade refining crude oil that they 
are offering big premiums over the mar- 
ket price as quoted by the Standard Oil 
Co. An instance of this is the recent sale 
by the Central Oil Co. of 26 gravity oil at 
$1.17 per barrel f.o.b. cars at the com- 
pany’s loading rack. The regular market 
price for this grade of oil is 84 cents per 
barrel. 
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Market News 


By CHARLES NORDHAUS, Jr. 


NEW YORK EXPORT MARKET. 





NEW YORK, Jan. 26.—Developments, 
so far as trading has been concerned, in 
petroleum and products for the past week, 
have been somewhat disappointing. Rea- 
sons assigned to same are partly due to 
the continued lack of vessels, particularly 
for prompt shipment, and a further delay 
in clearing boats owing to the uncertain- 
ties surrounding the movement of Ger- 
man raiders and submarines off the At- 
lantic Coast, also higher and unsettled 
marine insurance rates,- as well as the 
upward trend in freight rates. New busi- 
ness transacted in petroleum during the 
week shows a marked falling off of illu- 
minating oil in bulk and in cases, as well 
as in naphthas of all grades. The de- 
crease is also attributed to fairly large 
purchases during the preceding week. 
The withdrawals of petroleum on out- 
standing contracts have been smaller, 
which is due in part to the congestion at 
some terminal freight centers and labor 
troubles in some sections. 


Spot motor gasoline for local consump- 
tion closed firm but unchanged to garages 
at 22c and to consumers at 24c a gallon. 
Although the anticipated advance has 
failed to materialize, same is expected 
daily. Prices have been advanced Ic a 
gallon to 23@26c in Colorado, 24@25\éc in 
Montana, 22@26c in New Mexico and 
20144@24c in Wyoming. In Boston, the 
Standard Oil Co. announced ic advance to 
24c a gallon. The same company also 
raised values ‘ec a gallon in Indiana and 
Chicago, bringing the price in the last- 
named State to 18%@19c a gallon, whole- 
sale. Higher cost of coal, labor, ete. and 
enhanced cost in refining crude oil are 
responsible for the uplift of values. 

Aside from refined oils, values on gas 








WE BUY AND SELL 


NEW AND SECONDHAND 
LINE PIPE AND CASING 
11,000 feet 5 3-16-inch New Casing for immediate 
delivery Highest prices paid for abandoned wells. 


H. JOSSEM 





Telephoue 4558 vege Bldg. 
TULSA, OKLA 

















PATENTS 


TRADE MARKS AND DESIGNS 


RALPH T. BASSETT 
Reg. Patent Atty. No. 3336 
316-17 Mayo Bldg. TULSA, OKLA. 














ATTENTION OIL MEN! 


We have a large stock of PUMPS for 
immediate shipments. Send us 
your requirements. 


The GREAT WESTERN CONTRACTING CO. 


KANSAS CITY, MO. 














NOTICE! OIL MEN 


We have the largest stock of FISHING 
TOOLS in Kansas For Rent 
BRIDGEPORT MACHINE CoO. 
AUGUSTA, KAN. 

Bell Phone 399 Mutual Phone 130 














FOR SALE 


15-ton wax house refrigerating equip- 
ment and one 200-plate 27” wax filter 
press. Delivery about next March. 
For particulars write 
MUSKOGEE REFINING CO., 
Muskogee, Okla. 




















Map of Oklahoma 


Sectionized map of entire State. Shows 

all development. Accompanying map 

is “Oklahoma Oil Sands,’’ compiled by 

Fohs & Gardner, giving depth and 

thickness of sands in the different fields. 
Prices, $5.00 


TULSA MAPPING CO., TULSA, OKLA. 

















machine gasoline in iron barrels, varnish 
and paintmakers’ naphtha were raised 
lc to 18%c a gallon, tank wagon basis, 
on the spot. 

The Texas & Pacific Railroad Co., ac- 
cording to reports, is preparing to con- 
vert all its locomotives into oil-fuel burn- 
ers, and a building at Fort Worth is be- 
ing erected with a storage capacity for 
50,000 gallons of oil. 

A conference is in session at Washing- 
ton by independent oil refiners of the At- 
lantic Coast States to discuss oil refining 
and improved distributing facilities. Im- 
proved gasoline processes and illuminat- 
ing carburetors were thoroughly discussed 
in detail. 

Advices from Roumania note that the 
damage and loss to oil fields and refining 
buildings by the Allies, to prevent same 
from seizure by the Germans, amounted 
to approximately $1,750,000, outside of 
wells which were ruined by the explosion 
of nitro-glycerine. In case the destruc- 
tion was ordered by the British Military 
Commission, the general belief prevails 
that the property of neutrals and that of 
the Standard Oil Co. which was ruined 
will be paid for by the British Govern- 
ment as heretofore on claims of similar 
nature in previous wars. 

Chartering continued limited under a 
scarcity of offerings of vessels. Freights 
are strong, with an upward trend. Fix- 
tures included the Norwegian ship Ma- 
rosa, 12,000 bbls. refined oil, prompt 
loading at Philadelphia for United King- 
dom at private terms; Norwegian bark 
Clan Galbraith, 13,000 bbls. refined oil, 
same terms; tank steamer Healdton, 500,- 
000 gallon refined oil, prompt loading at 
Philadelphia for United Kingdom or Con- 
tinent at private terms; Norwegian steam- 
er Admiralen, 6,000 bbls. refined oil, 
prompt loading at Philadelphia fur Liver- 
pool at private terins; French steamer 
|L’Erdre, 19,000 bbls., prompt loading at 
| Philadelphia for Marseilles at private 
| ter ms. For the week ended today the tu- 
tal charters of illuminating oil and crude 
oil, as well as naphthas, in bulk and in 
| packages, reduced to crude equivalent, ag- 
gregated 271,491 bbls., showing a decrease 
| of 62,711 bbls. below the preceaing week’s 
| total. 
| Clearances of petroleum from Jan. 1 to 
| 25, 1917, as tabulated by figures herewith, 
amounted to 52,556,839 gallons at the port 
of New York, showing a gain of 11,093,981 
gallons compared with the same time ‘of 
|last year. Clearances at Philadelphia for 
| the same period comprised about 9,051,000 
| gallons, or 651,000 gallons in excess of the 
| total for the corresponding period of 1916. 
| The weekly review herewith of petro- 
jleum and products, covering transactions, 
is based on terms f.o.b. vessels New York, 
involving 200- to 299-case lots, unless 
otherwise specified. In order to arrive at 
f.o.b. vessel price of case oil, 110 fire test, 
in regular export cases containing two 5- 
gallon, low-screw cans, add delivery 
charge, as per table below, for quantity 
ordered, to base price, as given in our 
market report herewith on standard white 
oil (water white oil sells at 1c a gallon 
above the price of standard white oil). 
Lighterage charges are as follows: 10 to 
99 cases, 2.00c per gallon; 100 to 199 cases, 
1,50c a gallon; 200 to 299 cases, 1.15¢c a 
gallon; 300 to 399 cases, .80c a gallon; 400 
to 499 cases, .60c¢ a gallon; 500 to 599 
cases, .55c a gallon; 700 to 999 cases, .45c 
a gallon; 1,000 to 2,999 cases, .40c a gal- 
lon; 3,000 to 9,999 cases, 25c a gallon; 
10,000 to 19,999 cases, 20c a gallon; 20,000 
to 29,999 cases, .19c a gallon, and 30,000 
cases and over, 1.8c a case. 

Sales of illuminating oil in bulk includ- 
ed some 131,000 bbls. at 5c, while orders 
for cargoes of barreled oil embraced over 
20,000 bbls. at 9.15¢ a gallon. Of illumin- 
ating oil in cases some 235,000 cases were 
traded in. This amount involved mostly 
3,000- to 9,999-case lots, booked at 12%c a 
gallon, while no sales of full cargo lots 
appeared on the surface of the market, 
closing firm at 124%c a gallon. Napthas 
sales covered over 65,000 cases at 37%c 
for 200- to 290-case lots and at 37.30c a 
gallon for 3,000-case lots of 73 to 76 de- 
grees. 

Orders for gasoline amounted to over 
40,000 cases at 33%c for 200- to 299-case 
lots and at 33.30c a gallon for 3,000-case 
lots of auto, 68 to 72 degrees, while stove 
was booked at 30%c for 200- to 299-case 
lots and at 29.80c a gallon for 3,000 case 
lots. 

Over 20,000 bbis. of lubricating oil were 
booked at former values, involving 200- 
bbl. lots and over. Prices were exceed- 




















ingly firm for high grades of oif and from 
1@2c a gallon advance is expected daily. 
Only a small unimportant sales of crude 
and gas or fuel oils were effected. 


Following tabulated figures give the char- 
ters for petroleum and by-products at New 
York, covering crude, refined oils and naph- 
thas, in bulk and in packages, reduced to 
crude equivalent, for the week ended Jan. 
25, 1917, and from Jan. 1, 1917, with daily 
averages, compiled in barrels: 

Day. Since Jan. 1. Average. 


Jan. 19...... 47,619 710,035 37,370 
Jan. 20...... 38,687 748,722 37,426 
Jan. 22...... 31,746 780,468 35,476 
Jan. 23...... 52,378 832,846 36,211 
Jan, 24...... 71,429 904,275 37,678 
Jan. 25...... 28,632 932,907 37,316 


The following table gives the clearances of 
petroleum and products at the port of New 
York, compiled in gallons, from Jan. 1 to 
Jan. 25, 1917, and for the week ended Jan. 
25, 1917, with comparative figures: 





Product. Week. Since Jan. 1. 1916. 
Refined - 6,810,464 33,294,680 22,689,411 
EADS . ow eeess 100,000 100,000 508,464 
Naphtha 634,128 6,404,724 9,136,969 
Benzine .... 1,440 1,532 3,325 
Gasoline ; 407,223 2,937,231 969,458 
Lub. oils.... 1,642,315 9,818, 672 8,155,231 

Total . 9,595,570 52,556,839 41,462,858 


Foreign Closing Cable Quotations. 
American illuminating oil, standard white, 


per gallon: ondon Liverpool. 
DOUG Ge scoaccqets is1%d Ilsi%d 
EGE 3. Gwen ou wk 1s1\4%da 1lsi%d 
ES Salen see aeb s14%a ls1l%d 
ci | oe eee 1s1\%d 1ls1%d 
Wednesday ........ 1s1\4%da is1i%d 
TMUIOGRT oc ansees ls1%d lsikd 


Range of Oil and Gas Quotations. 


The following record of oil and gas stocks 
from Jan. 1 to Jan. 24, inclusive, is fur- 
nished by Jo P. Cappeau Sons, of Pittsburgh 
and Tulsa: 

Standard Oil Subsidiaries. 





Company. Open. High. Leow. Last. 
Anglo-American ... 17 174% 16 16% 
Atlantic Refining... 990 1100 990 1100 
Borne-Scrymser .... 460 475 460 375 
Buckeye Pipe...... 110 120 110 116 
Chesebrough ...... 440 440 440 440 
ol eee 60 60 60 60 
Continental ........ 540 615 540 590 
ese 40 40 40 40 
Cumberland ....... 130 130 125 125 
_ SS SHS ee 220 220 229 225 
Galena (com.)..... 185 185 182 175 
Eureka (prd.)...... 140 140 140 140 
Illinois Pipe........ 230 247 230 242 
Indiana Pipe....... 110 114 110 112 
National Transit... 18 19 18 19 
New York Transit... 215 230 215 230 
Northern Pipe...... 105 105 105 105 
iS eer 392 393 380 382 
Prairie O81... .s..0% 595 670 595 670 
Prairie Pipe Line.. 325 330 322 328 
Solar Refining...... 360 370 350 350 
Southern Pipe...... 215 215 215 215 
South Penn Oil.... 580 587 545 560 
5. WW. Pa. Pipe-..... 110 110 110 110 
S. O. of California.. 362 385 360 385 
S. O. of Indiana.... 800 920 800 920 
S. O. of Kansas.... 565 590 550 560 
S. O. of Kentucky.. 760 770 710 710 
S. O. of Nebraska.. 550 560 550 550 
S. O. of New Jersey 700 712 690 695 
S. O. of New York. 267 280 267 280 
S.. &..0€ Olle. ...<.. 440 535 440 515 
Swan & Finch..... 115 120 115 115 
Union Tank........ 93 101 93 95 
Vacuum Oil........ 380 380 370 370 
Washington Oil..... 40 40 40 40 
ee | re 60 60 59 60 


International Petr. 10% 12 10% 12 
Sniipendont Oil a. 
05 


Cities Service Corp. 320 21 3 309 
el ot | ee 14 “14% 13% 14% 
Midwest Refining. 81 97 80 97 
~o |. ae | ee 13 13% 11% ii 
Cosden Refining.... 17% 18% 16% 16% 
Sapulpa Refining... 10 11 9% 10% 


Cosden O. & G. (c.) 14% 16% 14% 14% 
Cosden O. & G. (p.) 


5 5 5 
Okla. Prod. & Refg. 12 135 12% 12% 
4 4 4 


Wayland Oil & Gas 
Midwest Oil....... 55 80 55 77 
Sinclair Oil & Refg. 61 63% 60% 61% 


oe aad Stowe. 


Caney River Gas. 46% 45% 45% 
Columbia G. & E. 42% it 42% 45% 
Fayette Gas........ cians oath ‘ 101 
Se on: Ree 64 67 63% 66 
Ohio Fuel Supply... 43 52% 48% 651 
Ohio Fuel Oil...... 17% 20% 17% 20% 
Oklahoma Gas .... 95 100 95 100 


Osage & Oklahoma. 
Pittsburgh O. & G.. 11% 13 11% 12% 


Pure Oil (com.).... 21% 22 21% 21% 
Cent. Kentucky Gas ... bas ae 22 
Kansas Gas........ wt a aes iniue 35 


Lone Star Gas..... 98 96 91 91 

wanton. GOs.<....... 185 185 180% 181 

STANDARD OIL CO. OF INDIANA TO 
INCREASE CAPITAL TO $100,000,000. 





The Standard Oil Co. of Indiana has 
called a special meeting of stockholders 
for March 1 to vote on a proposition to 
increase the capital stock of the company 
from $30,000,000 to $100,000,000. The stock- 
holders will also vote on an amendment 
to the charter of the company enabling it 
to acquire lands for the production of oil 
and to build pipe lines and tank steamers. 

No announcement is made as to the 
plans for the issuance of the new stock 
which will be created when the stock- 
holders ratify the plan, but it is believed 
that all or a portion of the increase will 
be given to stockholders in the shape of 
a stock dividend. If this materializes it 
will be in line with predictions made some 
time ago. 

The Standard Oil Co. of Indiana has 
also declared the regular quarterly cash 





Thursday, 








_G. A. BORRELL 


CONSULTING CHEMICAL ENGINEER 


Careful tests of natural gas to determine gasoline con- 
oat. Gasoline plants operated at highest efficiency. 
and Absorp P Natural Gas, 





piers petroleum. 
Benedum-Trees Building 
PITTSBURGH, PA. 











HAGER, BATES & LEWIS 


PETROLEUM GEOLOGISTS 
AND ENGINEERS 
Phone 5398 
218, 219, 220 Lynch Bldg., 
TULSA, OKLA. 














-R. B. Dudley 


Consulting Engineer and Petroleum 
" Geologist 
Winter Headquarters at 


Damron Hotel 
MINERAL WELLS, TEX. 














Wilbur E. Brown G. Thomsen, Jr, 


BROWN & THOMSEN 
Geologists 
218% W. Grand Ave. 
OKLAHOMA CITY, OKLA. 











Ardizzone-Braden Company 
Pipe-Line Contractors 
507 Bliss Building 
TULSA, - - OKLA. 














Attention Oil Men 


We carry in stock a large supply of new and second 
hand pipe and casing from one inch to sixteen inches. 
In the market at all times to buy and sell anything 
pertaining to the oil industry. 


Mid-West Supply Company 
304 North Boulder and Katy Tracks, TULSA, OKLA. 














PICKERING BROS., Contractors 
BASIN, WYO. 


Standard rigs, powers, camps, general 
building, ditching, etc. 
Rigs in stock for immediate delivery in 
Wyoming and Montana fields. 














MID-CONTINENT OIL 
We are in the heart of this field, 
and in touch with every phase of its 
development. If you want to buy or 
sell leases, wildcat acreage or pro- 
duction, write us. 
RALPH DEVELOPMENT CO. 
334 Mayo Bldg. Tulsa, Okla. 








— 





Layout—Design—Construction of Pe- 
troleum Refineries, Blending Stations 
and Grease Plants; Investigation of 
Processes, Analyses of all Petroleum 
Products; Research and Experimenta! 
Work 
Western Chemical Laboratories, 
53 W. Jackson Blvd. 
Chicago, Ill. 




















REPORTS, 
EXAMINATIONS, 
APPRAISEMENTS, On Ol! and 
CONSULTATIONS. Natural Gas 
Fields and 
ESTIMATES AND propertics 


PLANS FOR NAT'L 
GAS PLANTS. 


JO. P. CAPPEAU SONS. 


Benedum-Trees Bldg. Pittsburgh, Pa. 
403 Unity Bldg., Tulsa, Okla. 


Cable Address, Capo, Pittsburgh, USA. 














